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I like the rain here: it’s persistent, but 
KDV�VHOI�FRQʏ�GHQFH��7KLV�PDNHV�D�QLFH�
FKDQJH�IURP�%ULWLVK�UDLQ��ZKLFK�VHHPV�

LQVHFXUH� DQG� DWWHQWLRQ�VHHNLQJ� E\�
FRPSDULVRQ�� VRPHWLPHV� HPEDUUDVVHG�
DQG� GRLQJ� KDOI� D� MRE�� RWKHU� WLPHV�
PDNLQJ� D� VFHQH� DQG� WKURZLQJ� LWVHOI� DW�
\RX��JHWWLQJ�LQ�\RXU�IDFH�DV�LI�WR�SURYH�
D� SRLQW�� +HUH�� WKRXJK�� LW� VHHPHG� OLNH�
WKH�SHUIHFW�PDWFK�IRU�GXVN�LQ�D�FLW\�OLNH�
/\RQ�LQ�1RYHPEHU��WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�ZDV�
KHDY\� EXW� QRW� FUXVKLQJ�� LW� ZDV� D� JUH\�
FLW\VFDSH�� QRW� EOHDN�� MXVW� SURIRXQG��
GHQVH��DOPRVW�SURWHFWLYH��,�VWRSSHG�RQ�D�
EULGJH�DFURVV�WKH�5K´QH�DQG�ORRNHG�RXW�
RYHU� WKH� VZROOHQ� ULYHU� WR� WKH�EXLOGLQJV�
RQ� LWV� EDQNV�� LOOXPLQDWHG�� VWHDPLQJ� LQ�
WKH�GRZQSRXU�DQG�VWDLQLQJ�WKH�FORXGV�

,�ZHQW�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�LQ�6SDLQ�IRU�
D� IHZ� GD\V�� ,W� ZDV� VFDU\� JHWWLQJ� WKHUH�
E\� P\VHOI�� HTXLSSHG� ZLWK� D� OHYHO� RI�
6SDQLVK�WR�ULYDO�RQO\�0DQXHOȊV�OHYHO�RI�
(QJOLVK� LQ� )DZOW\�7RZHUV�� ,� VRPHKRZ�
PDQDJHG� WR� JHW� IURP� WKH� DLUSRUW� LQ�
%LOEDR�WR�LWV�FRDFK�VWDWLRQ�E\�UHSHDWHGO\�
VD\LQJ�autobus� DQG�Torrelavega to the 
WD[L�GULYHU�ȅ�ZKR�QHHGV�YHUEV�DQ\ZD\"��
(YHQWXDOO\�KH�XQGHUVWRRG�DQG�GURYH�PH�
to the coach station, insisting on telling 
PH� LQ� 6SDQLVK� EHIRUH� ,� JRW� RXW� RI� WKH�
WD[L�KRZ�WR�EX\�WKH�ULJKW�WLFNHW��ZKLFK�
ZDV�ERWK�H[WUHPHO\�NLQG�DQG�H[WUHPHO\�
XVHOHVV��� ,� IRXQG� P\� FRDFK�� ZDWFKHG�
/RRQH\�7XQHV�GXEEHG�LQWR�6SDQLVK�IRU�
WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�MRXUQH\��DQG�WKHQ�DOO�
RI�D�VXGGHQ�P\�PDPPRWK�MRXUQH\��WKDW�
KDG�EHJXQ����KRXUV�HDUOLHU�DQG�IHDWXUHG�
D� PLVHUDEOH� VDQGZLFK� LQ� WKH� /RUUDLQH�
7*9� VWDWLRQ� DQG� D� WKUHH�KRXU� ZDLW� DW�
&KDUOHV�GH�*DXOOH�DLUSRUW��ZDV�RYHU�

2Q�DUULYDO�DW�WKH�VFKRRO�,�ʏ�QG�QR�VWXGHQWV�
EXW�SOHQW\�RI� WHDFKHUV� LQ� WKH�VWDIIURRP�
ȅ� WKHUHȊV� D� VWULNH��0\� WZR� FODVVHV� DUH�
FDQFHOOHG� GXH� WR� D� ODFN� RI� ZLOOLQJ�
SDUWLFLSDQWV� ȅ� WKH� (QJOLVK� WHDFKHUV�
LQYLWH�PH�RXW�IRU�D�FRIIHH�LQVWHDG��7ZR�
PLQXWHV� ODWHU�� ,� FRQWHPSODWH� P\� QH[W�
PRYH�� 2QH� RI� WKH� WHDFKHUV� LQYLWHV� PH�
VKRSSLQJ� DQG� ,� JODGO\� DFFHSW�� ,� LQYHVW�
LQ� D� FRS\� RI�'DQ�%URZQȊV� ȉ,O� VLPEROR�
SHUGXWRȊ� WR� JHW� D� JULS� RQ�P\� ODQJXDJH�
OHDUQLQJ�� 7KH� VKRS� DVVLVWDQW� GRHV� QRW�
ORRN� FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� ,� ZLOO� EH� DEOH� WR�
UHDG� LW�� +H� XQGHUHVWLPDWHV� PH��$V� ZH�
OHDYH�WKH�VKRSV�WKH�VRXQG�RI�GUXPV�WHOOV�
XV�WKDW�WKH�SURWHVW�PDUFK�LV�DSSURDFKLQJ��
,�UHFRJQLVH�VRPH�RI�P\�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�
WKURQJ�� 7KH\� PRWLRQ� IRU� PH� WR� MRLQ�
WKHP�� ,� SROLWHO\� GHFOLQH�� 7KH� FURZG�
SDVVHV� DV� D� OHIW\� ZLWK� D� PHJDSKRQH�
URXVHV�VSHFWDWRU�VXSSRUW�ȅ� ,�SUHWHQG� WR�
OLVWHQ�EXW�XQGHUVWDQG�QRWKLQJ�

6HYHUDO� ZHHNV� DJR�� GXULQJ� D� SHULRGLF�
ERXW� RI� IRRG� SRLVRQLQJ�� ,� IRXQG�
P\VHOI�KHDGLQJ�KRPH�IURP�D�QLJKW�RXW�
SDUWLFXODUO\� HDUO\��+HUH� LQ�%LVKNHN� LWȊV�
H[WUHPHO\� FRPPRQ� IRU� WD[L� GULYHUV��
EDUPHQ� DQG� EDWKURRP� DWWHQGDQWV� DOLNH�
WR�DVN�IRUHLJQHUV�DERXW�WKHLU�LPSUHVVLRQV�
RI� WKH� FDSLWDO�� 2IWHQ� SKUDVHG� DV� ȉ'R�
\RX� ORYH� %LVKNHN"Ȋ�� LWȊV� DV� PXFK� D�
TXHVWLRQ� DV� ȉ'R� ,� ORRN� IDW� LQ� WKLV"Ȋ��
DQG�ZLOO�RIWHQ�VHW�WKH�WRQH�RI�WKH�UHVW�RI�
WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS��*LYHQ� WKH�RQVHW�RI�DQ�
H[FUXFLDWLQJO\� SDLQIXO� VWRPDFK� DFKH�� ,�
ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KDQG�RYHU�WKH�
UHTXLUHG� FRPSOLPHQWV� WR� HQVXUH� ,� JRW�
KRPH�YLD�WKH�PRVW�GLUHFW�URXWH�ȅ�KHDYHQ�
IRUELG�KH�GR�ODSV�RI�WKH�EORFN�WR�GHEDWH�
P\� RSLQLRQ� RI� WKH� FLW\ȊV� DLU� TXDOLW\��
$IWHU� WZR�PLQXWHV� RI� VLQJLQJ�SUDLVHV� ,�
IRXQG�P\VHOI�LQYLWHG�WR�WKH�WD[L�GULYHUȊV�
ZHGGLQJ�LQ�WZR�ZHHNVȊ�WLPH�

<HUHYDQ�LWVHOI�LV�D�VRPHZKDW�SHUIXQFWRU\�
6RYLHW�ORRNLQJ� FLW\�� \HW� LWV� SHRSOH�
PRUH�WKDQ�PDNH�XS�IRU�LW��3URXG��GDUN�
IHDWXUHG�DQG�VWULNLQJ��WKH\�DUH�VRPH�RI�
WKH�ORYHOLHVW�SHRSOH�,�FDPH�DFURVV�RQ�WKH�
WULS��7KH�VWXGHQW�UXQQLQJ�RXU�JXHVWKRXVH�
ZDV�VR�H[FLWHG�WR�PHHW�(QJOLVK�VWXGHQWV�
WKDW� VKH� JDYH� XV� WKH� EHVW� URRP� LQ� WKH�
SODFH�� ZKLOH� WKH� NLGV� IRROLQJ� DERXW�
RXWVLGH� (FKPLD]LQ� FKXUFK� LQVLVWHG� RQ�
GUDJJLQJ� XV� RII� WR� SOD\� IRRWEDOO� XQWLO�
LW� ZDV� GDUN� ȅ� ZKLFK� PHDQW� KLWFKLQJ�
D� PLOGO\� WHUULI\LQJ� OLIW� ZLWK� D� FRXSOH�
RI� 5DFHU� %R\V� EDFN� WR� <HUHYDQ�� ZKR�
PDQIXOO\�VKRZHG�XV�KRZ�IDVW�WKH\�FRXOG�
JXQ� WKH� HQJLQH� RQ� WKHLU� SRRU� 1LVVDQ��
8SRQ� EHLQJ� DVNHG�� ȍ<RX� DUH� (QJOLVK"�
'R� \RX� OLNH� 7RWWHQKDP� +RWVSXU"Ȏ� ,�
HQWHUHG� D� VWDWH� RI� PLOG� VKRFN�� XQDEOH�
WR� EHOLHYH� WKDW� P\� PLGGOH�RI�WKH�URDG�
/RQGRQ�FOXE�KDG�PDGH�LW�WKLV�IDU�(DVW�

Isobel Edwards

Reggio di Calabria, Italy

Ed Roberts

Lyon, France
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Eddie Millett

Yerevan, Armenia

Oliver James

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

LWK� DQ� DFDGHPLF� \HDU� WKDW�
ODVWV� RQO\� VL[� PRQWKV��
&DPEULGJH� VWXGHQWV� DUH�
JLYHQ�WKH�JROGHQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�

WR� H[SORUH� EH\RQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLDU�
VXUURXQGLQJV�� 7KH� 8QLYHUVLW\� FDOOV� LW�
ȉYDFDWLRQȊ� ȅ� VXSSRVHGO\� D� UHPLQGHU�
WKDW� RXU� ʐ�LJKW� LV� RQO\� WHPSRUDU\�� DQG�
WKDW� HYHQ� RQ� KROLGD\� ZH� DUH� RIʏ�FLDOO\�
VWXGHQWV�� )RUWXQDWHO\�� WKLV� KDV� QHYHU�
EHHQ�HQRXJK�WR�VWRS�XV�IURP�WUDYHOOLQJ��
EXW� LW� KDUGO\� FRPHV� DV� D� VXUSULVH� WKDW�

ZH� FDUU\� RQ� ZULWLQJ�� WKRXJK� ZLWKRXW�
WKH� SUHVVXUH� RI� D� GHDGOLQH� RU� LQGHHG�
DQ\� ZRUG� FRXQW� WR� ʏ�OO�� 7KH� IUHHGRP�
WR�ZULWH� DERXW� DQ\WKLQJ�� FRXSOHG�ZLWK�
WKH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� FRQIURQWLQJ� D� QHZ�
ODQJXDJH�� ODQGVFDSH� DQG� FXOWXUH�PDNH�
IRU�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�DFFRXQW��
)URP� WKH� URPDQWLFDOO\� H[RWLF� WR� WKH�

FRPLFDOO\� FKDRWLF�� ʏ�YH� RI� RXU� ʏ�QHVW�
VWXGHQW� ZULWHUV� JLYH� XV� D� JOLPSVH� RI�
WKHLU� FUHDWLYH� H[SORLWV� LQ� IRUHLJQ� ODQGV�
RYHU� WKH� SDVW� \HDU�� ZLWK� HDFK� KDYLQJ�
ZLWQHVVHG� D� UHDOLW\� IDU� UHPRYHG� IURP�
DQ\WKLQJ�WKH\ȊG�HQFRXQWHUHG�DW�KRPH�
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