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UNLIMITED WASHES
Starting at $24.95

Full Service Car Wash
With Tire Shine Just $22

432 Calhoun Ave Greenwood 864-223-6535

MANAGER’S SPECIAL

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 8-10 AM

ARE YOUR TIRES IN GOOD SHAPE?
For Your Vehicle’s

Tire & Maintenance
Needs, Trust The

HOMETOWN
PROFESSIONALS

We Carry All
Major Brands

Of Tires

808 Montague Avenue
Greenwood • 229-3600
www.mmtireco.com

Contact Randall SavelyContact Randall Savely
  803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com 803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com South Carolina

Newspaper Network

PLACE YOUR AD IN MORE THAN 

80 SC NEWSPAPERS
Reach up to 1.5 million readers 

using our small space ad network!

Statewide and regional options available

Self Regional Healthcare welcomes Linsey Yarbrough, PA-C to 
Family Healthcare Coronaca and to the community.

Linsey earned her Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences from 
Clemson University Honors College in Clemson, SC, and her Master 
of Science in Physician Assistant Studies from the University of South 
Carolina School of Medicine in Columbia, SC.

She is board certified by the National Commission on Certification 
of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) and a member of the American 
Academy of Physician Assistants and the South Carolina Academy 
of Physician Assistants.

Member of the Self Regional Healthcare Medical Staff Healthcare. Connected.

110 Highway 246 North, Greenwood

(864) 725-1750 • selfregional.org

WELCOME

FAMILY HEALTHCARE 

CORONACA

Clarks Hill: 325.34
+/- full pool: -4.76 

Greenwood: 438.37
+/- full pool: -1.63 

Hartwell: 655.14
+/- full pool: -4.86 

Keowee: 97.40
+/- full pool: -2.60 

Marion: 75.06
+/- full pool: -1.74 

Murray: 365.05 
+/- full pool: -3.95 

Russell: 473.53
+/- full pool: -1.47 

Wateree: 96.49
+/- full pool: n/a
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W
hile Lander Uni-
versity encourages 
its students to 

travel far, sometimes educa-
tional opportunities are just 
a couple of hours away. This 
past weekend, students of 
the Department of Commu-
nication and Languages at 
Lander attended the South 
Atlantic Modern Language 
Association (SAMLA) annual 
conference to present their 
research.

The theme for this year’s 
conference, 
which was 
hosted in 
Atlanta, was 
knowledge. 
The SAMLA 
conference 
focuses on 
exploration, 
transmission 
and production 
of knowledge 
in humanities 
through all 
mediums. 
Lander stu-
dents presented 
papers on a 
wide variety 
of topics, from 
Shakespeare 
to monsters to 
science fiction.

These stu-
dents, enrolled 
in Lander’s 
“Research 
in English” 
courses, have 

worked all semester on their 
projects under the guidance of 
Dr. Rachel Scoggins, assistant 
professor of English at Lander. 
As a professor of courses in un-
dergraduate research, Scoggins 
aims to help increase student 
participation in opportunities 
beyond the classroom, such as 
conferences like SAMLA.

According to Scoggins, 
experiences like these “help 
students to develop a commu-
nity with one another and to 
grow and encourage learning 
in professional spaces. Between 
students and professors, these 
opportunities help to create a 
sense of belonging in a com-
munity of learners.”

This sense of community 
is especially important since 
panelists presented on a wide 
variety of topics across liter-
ature and drama. Given the 
electric atmosphere after each 
presentation, the non-stop 
discussions and the interac-
tion presenters received from 
their respective audiences, we 
would say that the benefits of 
attending such conferences, as 
mentioned above by Scoggins, 
were certainly achieved.

On a personal level, Scog-

gins said she hopes students 
have received invaluable 
practice in skills that are 
essential to the classroom and 
the workplace. Among these 
are, “A deeper understanding 
of research, audience prepa-
ration, public speaking and 
presentation skills, as well as 
confidence in themselves, their 
ideas, self-worth and work,” 
said Scoggins.

Looking around at our 
fellow peers, we can see the 
growth of our classmates. From 
the trenches of the research 
phases to the nervousness 
of the first run-through to 
glowing with confidence and 
eloquence in their speech, we 
can confidently say Scoggins’ 
students met those expecta-
tions. This confidence is not 
only due to the help from the 
department’s faculty and staff, 
but also to the brilliance that 
each student displayed in their 
own niche research areas.

Among the student present-
ers at SAMLA this year were 
the authors of this column. 
Armani Canty presented 
“Demystifying Black Women’s 
Stereotypes,” and Autumn 
McDonald presented “The 
Evolution of Frankenstein’s 
Monster.”

Our panel also featured 
Savannah Butler, a junior 
chemistry major, and Isabelle 
Harmon, a junior English 
major. Butler’s paper focused 
on the renowned Nosferatu 
and its impact on women in 
the modern age in her paper, 
“Nosferatu: The Moster that 
Never Dies.” Meanwhile, Har-
mon weighed in on the prev-
alent themes of colonization 
in science fiction through her 
presentation titled “Invasion 
and Colonization in Science 

Fiction.”
Additionally, the topics in 

the undergraduate Shakespeare 
panel featured students well-
versed in all things about the 
famous English playwright. 
The works studied were from a 
wide range of plays, including 
“As You Like It” and “Hamlet.”

Alayna Butler, an English, 
secondary education major 
from Hodges, connected “The 
Taming of the Shrew” to her 
learning experience as an 
education major at Lander. 
She focused on pedagogy and 
introduced new ways to teach 
Shakespeare to engage stu-
dents, which she hopes to use 
in her own classroom one day. 

Despite the vast range of topics, 
each student glowed on their 
panel, and left their audiences 
in clear awe.

After the presentations, each 
panelist was greeted with warm 
welcomes from other scholars 
in the audience as well as their 
peers. The discussion was filled 
with insightful questions as 
our fellow Lander students’ 
eyes lit up with fascination 
and passion. Not only was the 
scholarly discussion riveting—
so was community the students 
created. From the bus ride to 
Atlanta and back, the days and 
nights were filled with laughs, 
great conversations, games and 
surprising trivia.

All in all, we have never seen 
a group of students so proud 
of one another as we have on 
this trip. Each student was 
so intensely passionate about 
sharing their learning, and 
their hard work was reflected 
in their presentations this 
past weekend. Thanks to the 
support of the faculty and staff 
of Lander’s Department of 
Communication and Languag-
es, we hope to encourage more 

students to have their ideas 
heard from coast to coast.

Armani Canty is a junior 
professional writing major at 
Lander University. Autumn 
McDonald is a senior profes-
sional writing major at Lander. 
In addition to co-authoring the 
Bearcat Babble, both work in 
Lander’s Office of University 
Marketing and Communica-
tions as editorial assistants.

Lander students share undergrad research at SAMLA Conference

GRAHAM DUNCAN

Lander University students and faculty presented at the South Atlantic Modern Language Association annual conference, held Nov. 6-8 in Atlanta. Pictured, 
from left, are Dr. James Anderson, Dr. Sean Barnette, Jaina Ingram, Autumn McDonald, Alayna Butler, Armani Canty, Isabelle Harmon, Charles “Kikker” Eppley, 
Savannah Butler and Dr. Rachel Scoggins.
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