
How Display Aircraft Models Add to the AirShow 

Experience  

Airshows are not only famous for their stunt flying, but also feature other attractions that 

enhance the airshow experience. One of these important activities is the static aircraft display.  

 

During airshows, different aircraft are put on static display for visitors to feed their eyes and 

curiosity. While watching planes perform stunts is a stunning sight, viewing display aircraft on 

the ground is a more personal experience. You get to take a peek into the past and share in war 

stories and missions undertaken by these warplane models.  

Why Does the Display Aircraft Model Matter?  

Not all planes are created equally, which is why a display aircraft's model matters. An airshow 

will steal the hearts of its spectators with the right aircraft model. Why? Because no one comes 

to an airshow to view regular aircraft. They want something exciting and remarkable, and with 

the right model, an airshow delivers just that.  

 

The beauty of an aircraft lies in its design and specifications, which make it unique and 

determine whether it's worth seeing. So, airshows select the best display models, especially 

those with stories to tell.  

 

Often, aircraft museums send planes to airshows to preserve their history. While it is easy to 

relish the memories of wars fought on land, for those fought in the air, the only way to preserve 

them is through warplanes. For this reason, after World War II, war aircraft were kept on 

display.  

 

In recent years, as warplanes are no longer commonly displayed due to the cost of static 

displays, airshows have become an opportunity to see the models used during the war. 

Spectators gain insight into what they were used for, what missions they carried out, and the 

dynamics of their design.  

 

Vintage plane owners are also permitted to display their planes so spectators can admire them.  

While newer models matter, vintage and military aircraft help preserve the history of our 

country and aviation.  



Some Display Airplane Models to Lookout For  

●​ Boeing C-17 Globemaster III  

The Boeing C-17 Globemaster III is a large military transport aircraft. McDonnell Douglas 

developed it for the United States Air Force (USAF). The C-17 has swept wings, a powerful 

engine, and is large.  

 

The Boeing C-17 typically performs tactical and strategic airlift missions, transporting troops and 

cargo worldwide. It is also used for medical evacuation and airdrop duties.  

 

Some specific operations performed by C-17s included delivering military supplies in 

Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Freedom. It was also used in Iraq during Operation Iraqi 

Freedom and humanitarian aid in the aftermath of the 2010 Haiti earthquake.  

●​ Boeing F/A-18E and F/A-18F Super Hornet  

The Boeing F/A super hornet has been an important aircraft in the U.S. Navy carrier wing. It is an 

all-weather twin-engine combat aircraft designed to serve as both a fighter and an attack 

aircraft, earning it the name F/A.  

 

The aircraft was designed by McDonnell Douglas and Northrop Grumman and was derived from 

the YF-17 for use by the United States Navy and Marine Corps. It is also used by the air forces of 

other countries and, formerly, by the Blue Angels, the demonstration squadron of the United 

States Navy.  

 

The F/A 18 is the most advanced multirole aircraft. It was designed to be highly versatile. It 

features avionics, cockpit displays, and outstanding aerodynamic characteristics, and can carry 

various weapons. It can perform almost any operation and still remains the backbone of the 

U.S. naval aviation strike warfare.  

●​ Lockheed C-130J Hercules 

The Lockheed C-130 Hercules is a four-engine military transport aircraft built and designed by 

Lockheed Martin. It primarily handles the tactical aspects of airlift missions in many countries. 

The C-130 was widely used during the operations Telic and Herrick.  

 

The C-130 aircraft can perform many missions and has found several uses beyond its primary 

role. This includes gunships, airborne assault, and search and rescue missions. It can perform at 

https://www.northropgrumman.com/what-we-do/air/fa18-superhornet/
https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/products/c130.html


night using night-vision goggles (NVGs) and remain in formation during poor weather using its 

station-keeping equipment (SKE).  

 

This Hercules model can also accommodate a variety of oversized cargo, such as utility 

helicopters, armored vehicles, and military personnel. It has participated in numerous missions, 

including military, civilian,  and humanitarian operations.  

●​ Thunderbolt II  

The A-10 Thunderbolt II is a single-seat subsonic attack aircraft. It was developed for the United 

States Air Force (USAF) by the OEM Team from Fairchild Republic Company, which is now a part 

of Northrop Grumman Corporation.  

  

The Thunderbolt II has been in service since 1976 and is named after the Republic P-47 

Thunderbolt, a World War II-era fighter-bomber. However, it is commonly referred to as 

Warthog. The aircraft is used for close air support and is known for its ruggedness and ability to 

protect combat troops on the ground.  

How to Take Advantage of Static Aircraft Display 

If you plan to go to an aircraft display, here are some ways to make the most of the opportunity: 

●​ Take Photographs  

A static aircraft display allows you to take great photographs during an airshow. You get to 

photograph military aircraft and other great models. Go with a good camera to take 

photographs of you and your loved ones with the aircraft to keep memories of your visit.  

●​ Research  

Your airshow experience will be a lot more fun if you do your research beforehand. Find out 

what aircraft will be on display and learn more about them, their history, how they were built, 

their special features, and what missions they have embarked on. This will increase your 

enthusiasm before the display.  

●​ Ask Questions  

Aircrews will often be around to answer questions and tell stories about the airplane. So, take 

your questions along and have fun as you dig deep into history. 

https://www.northropgrumman.com/what-we-do/air/a10-thunderbolt/
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/24-tips-how-photograph-air-shows


●​ Take a Closer Look  

Your airshow experience will be unforgettable if you go the extra mile. Don't stop at admiring 

the display aircraft from a distance; take a closer look. You might be allowed to board the plane, 

so spend time examining the details and experience what it feels like to be on it.  
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