
Sierra Hass, whose brother, Kenneth Hass, died at Oregon State Hospital, is advocating for health care reform. “That was my best friend right there,” she said. “Nobody deserves to be given up on. These are people
that matter. People that shouldn’t be brushed aside.” Credit: Isaac Wasserman / Lookout Eugene-Springfield / Catchlight / RFA
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A grieving family seeks answers after a patient dies at Oregon State Hospital

In the final months of his life, Kenneth Hass lived in a filthy seclusion room at Oregon State Hospital.

His access to the room’s bathroom was usually locked, a step staffers took to prevent him from jumping off the sink counter and onto the floor. Garbage, feces and urine
often filled his room, according to records and his sister, Sierra Hass of Springfield. After she became his legal guardian in late 2024, she visited her brother in the state-run
psychiatric hospital in Salem before he died there March 18, at age 25.

Staffers placed a towel along the bottom of the room’s door to keep the odor from drifting into their work area where they observed him, Sierra Hass said. Whenever she
visited, she did her best to comfort him, speaking to him through a window, unable to hug him.

“I’d just tell him, ‘I love you,’” she said in an interview with Lookout Eugene-Springfield. “‘I’m here for you. I’m trying to make this better for you.’”

Hass’ death sent shock waves across Oregon State Hospital, which can hold up to 558 patients at its main Salem campus and another 145 patients in Junction City. Courts
across Oregon send patients there when they need mental health treatment to face criminal charges. Less than a month after Hass’ death, and after learning more details, Gov.
Tina Kotek replaced the hospital’s interim superintendent, Dr. Sara Walker. 

Kenneth Hass, who was often homeless in Eugene and throughout Lane County, died in Oregon State Hospital after living for months in seclusion. Nearly eight
months later, his family wants accountability and answers. 
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