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Volunteers Helen Trafford and lan
j:Brewer look after the community .
} *garden and Share Shack initiative . ¢
¢ which was established by the Nyah ﬂ
“District Progress Association. . =
icturé: Louis I-.Iamson (561751702

As rising living costs put_ _ﬁ
pressure on households,

Swan Hill communities >
are stepping up.

Local volunteers, food y
hubs and neighbourhood ~ /
initiatives like A Good™ |
Kitchen and Nyah’s

Share Shack are -
working togetherto
support residents, share
resources and strengthen
community connections,
showing how locals are
driving practical, caring ;
solutions.

See how grassroots -
generosity is easing the
cost-of-living pressure
within the Swan Hill
municipality - Stories
Page 5.
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Edmund Coleman dren make up nearly one-third of all out-of- average, and apart from Queensland, where because they represent real Aboriginal chil-
home care placements in Victoria, with the data was not available, the auditor-general dren, families, and communities experienc-
MALLEE District Aboriginal Services has proportion increasing year-on-year. said Victoria has the nation’s highest rate of ing ongoing trauma and disconnection,” she

urged the government to address the “con- “The rate at which Aboriginal and Torres First Nations children in out-of-home care. said.
tinuing crisis” of First Nations overrepresen-  Strait Islander children enter out-of-home MDAS chief executive Kylie Degenhardt “Every child deserves to grow up connect-
tation in Victoria’s out-of-home care system, care in Victoria is still about 22 times high- said the findings reflected a “continuing cri- ed to their family, culture, community and
following the release of “alarming” new data  er than non-Aboriginal children,” the report sis and reinforced the need for urgent, sus- identity.
in a Victorian Auditor General’s Office report. ~ states. tained action”.

According to the report, First Nations chil- That figure is nearly double the national “These statistics are deeply concerning Continued Page 2
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» WE ARE INTHE Bl)SINESS OF LAW
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S — * AND EMPOWERING OUR COMMUNITY
by i | -
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i g ros « Property Business
!'b.ﬁu-;‘, = 5 - Development * Local Government
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