
12  |   Thursday, April 2, 2026 Excelsior-Eden Prairie-Minnetonka Sun Sailor

12-Year Warranty Included

As Low as $149/month

Turn-Key Installation Power Plus
W A R R A N T Y12YR

• Valued at $1,499
• Plus get $500 off installation

* New customers only. Financing subject to qualification. Warranty with
purchase of Generac air-cooled system plus maintenance 
plan. Terms and conditions apply and subject 
to change. See dealer for details. 

Install Now & Receive

Schedule Your FREE ESTIMATE today!

Over 2,000+ 5-Star 
Google Reviews
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Installing Whole-Home 
Generators, for 20+ Years

Reliable backup power 
when it matters most.

A 12-Year
Warranty 
You Won’t 
Find Anywhere Else. LICENSE #EA807217877-638-4851

so that every student could 
see themselves reflected in 
a possible job and oppor-
tunity.”

Local authors Jade 
Amez, Naima Haji, Keenan 
Jones, Thuba Nguyen, 
and Sarah Warren made 
appearances at the four 
neighborhood locations, 
participating in readings, 

book signings and answer-
ing questions for youth 
attendees.

The Eagle Express will 
be visiting the same four 
locations this summer, 
having established a solid 
relationship with the prop-
erty managers. At least 
one Community Educa-
tion staff member over-
sees program activities; 
however, family mem-
bers are encouraged to 

stay near their children as 
they explore the bus ser-
vices and learning oppor-
tunities.

To assist with space, 
Eagle Express staff set up 
tables, chairs and awnings 
for students and families 
to use while participating. 
If a child is 4 years old or 
younger, parents/guard-
ians are required to stay 
with the child during pro-
gram services. To make the 

educational programming 
more accessible to all, 
older youth participants 
are allowed to come and go 
as needed.

In an effort to inform 
students of the bus ser-
vices during summer 
months, program staff 
alert all property manag-
ers near the designated 
location stops and connect 
with school social workers, 
counselors and cultural 

liaisons while school is still 
in session. High school 
students are even offered 
volunteer opportunities to 
assist with the program’s 
functions.

For Summer 2026, pro-
gram staff hope to bring 
in more local authors 
through its partnership 
with Read with Me MN, 
a local nonprofit helping 
bridge the gap between 
authors and youth. Staff 

are always seeking new 
local partnerships to 
expand learning oppor-
tunities.

“We’re hopeful that 
we’ll be able to continue 
that and continue not 
only sparking literacy, 
but providing inspiration 
to our Eden Prairie com-
munity students that any-
thing is possible if you 
just put your mind to it,” 
Antilla said.

Eagle/From page 9

(EDEN PRAIRIE SCHOOLS)

LEFT: Local youth sit on Eden Prairie Schools’ Eagle Express while participating in the program’s educational activities. RIGHT: Eden Prairie Schools’ Eagle Express serves youth 
and families in the local area.


