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Camp Eden Wood celebrates 100 years of life-changing experiences

Event set for
Sept. 9 features
live music, tours
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CAaAmP
EDEN Woobp

NATALIE TRIMBLE

natalie.trimble@apgecm.com

Eden Prairie residents
and surrounding commu-
nity members are invited

to help celebrate the mile- frUEfrlends.org
stone at Camp Eden Wood.
The 100-year celebra- L

tion is scheduled for 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Sept. 9 at 6350
Indian Chief Road.

John LeBlanc, president
and CEO of True Friends
— an Eden Prairie-based
nonprofit and manag-
ing partner of Camp Eden
Wood said True Friends is
the result of the merging of
two legacy camp organiza-
tions for people with dis-
abilities: Camp Courage
and Camp Friendship.

True Friends’ goal is
to provide life-chang-

b

community run deep.

Leonora and George
Christianson were parents
to a son who died of tuber-
culosis in the early 1900s.
In 1925, following their

its programs include, but
are not limited to: camp,
respite, therapy and adap-
tive riding. It serves over
25,000 individuals yearly,
according to True Friends’

ing experiences aimed to website. son’s passing, .the couple
enhance independence HISTORY madc: a d?gzlltlog tl(z héllrl)’l
and self-esteem for families 5o Elons’ ructislen Lake h'll-
with children and adults amp sden Woods rens Camp, serving chil-
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with disabilities. Some of

Sign at the entrance of True Friends Camp Eden Wood site.
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However, the camp eventu-
ally closed in 1950, accord-
ing to True Friends’ web-
site.

Camp Courage was
established in 1955, pro-
viding an accessible camp
environment and experi-
ence to individuals with
physical disabilities.

In 1957, following the

establishment of Camp
Courage, Hennepin
County renamed the for-
mer Glen Lake Children’s
Camp property to Camp
Indian Chiefand operated
aday facility for individu-
als with developmental dis-
abilities.

Camp Indian Chief even-
tually closed in 1983 due
to the change of ownership
to the city of Eden Prairie.
The site was then renamed
Camp Eden Wood.

Camp Friendship
openedin 1964 after a
group of parents with ARC
of Minnesota bought a
resort on Clearwater Lake
to create a residential camp
for their children with
developmental disabilities.
Camp Courage North was
established in 1971 after
a St. Paul couple donated
their 95-acre lake home on
Lake George to the Cour-
age Center.

Friendship Ventures, an
independent non-profit
organization that was
established in 1986, took
over ownership of Camp
Eden Wood from the

City of Eden Prairie after
expanding its services to
the Twin Cities metro area.
It later also acquired Camp
Courage and Camp Cour-
age North in 2012. True
Friends became the orga-
nization’s official name in
October 2013.

PROGRAMMING

Children and adults
attending Camp Eden
Wood have a plethora of
programs to choose from.

Camp Eden Wood offers
Five-, six- and 10-day
camp sessions through-
out the year at three camp
locations across Min-
nesota owned by True
Friends. Campers choose
their desired activities and
level of participation. With
this opportunity, camp-
ers develop new skills, dis-
cover new interests and
enjoy a traditional camp
experience.

“Campers get to come
and be themselves,” LeB-
lanc said. “It’s a place where
they can let their hair

See CAMP | PAGE 8

KIDS & GRANDPARENTS
PHOTO CONTEST

: Photo Submlsslon
August 19" through September 21

Voting takes place
September 22" through October 1°*

https:hometownsource.com/contest
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Trusted advice from
local Medicare experts

Getting ready to retire? Get the Medicare answers you need and
learn about Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota plans that
can help fill gaps in coverage at a free, no obligation workshop.

To learn more or register, visit the website below or
scan the QR code. Let’s do Medicare together.

Sandra Ramirez

(952) 856-1962, TTY 711
sandra.ramirez@bluecrossmn.com
bluecrossmn.com/Ramirez

=Y VN

You and Blue.” Better together.

Blue Cross offers PPO, Cost and PDP plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in

these Blue Cross plans depends on contract renewal. Plans are available to residents
of the service area. A salesperson will be present with information and applications.
For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings, call (952) 856-1962,

Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota and Blue Plus® are nonprofit independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assaciation.




8 | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025

EXCELSIOR-EDEN PRAIRIE-MINNETONKA SUN SAILOR

(SUBMITTED PHOTOS)

LEFT: True Friends President and CEO John LeBlanc spending time with a camper during the 2025 camp season. RIGHT: Camper enjoying games and activities at Camp Eden Wood.
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down. It's a place where
they can feel free and do
what they want within rea-
son.”

Camp Eden Wood
offers weekday and week-
end respite programs tai-
lored to the needs of each
individual family. Activi-
ties include arts and crafts,

archery, basketball, biking,
volleyball, offsite trips and
more.

A retreat program is
also available for small
and large group use of any
kind. Whether it be uni-
versity students or a team
of employees, over 300
groups have participated in
aretreat at one of the four
available Minnesota camp

locations. Everything from
weddings, team building
opportunities and camping
experiences are available.
LeBlanc described Camp
Eden Wood as “one of Eden
Prairie’s best-kept secrets,”
noting many residents
don’t even know of its exis-
tence or its long history of
contributions to the city.
“If you have a kid with

very high care needs,
you've got parents who
could never imagine that
someone else would or
could take care of their kid
as good as they can,” LeB-
lanc said. “[The kids] need
to eventually be given the
independence to be on
their own away from their
parents. Everyone deserves
that too. Because their

parents aren’t going to be
around forever”

EVENT DETAILS

The centennial cele-
bration is hosted in part-
nership with the Eden
Prairie Historical Soci-
ety and the Eden Prairie
Lions Club. Mayor Ron
Case and Historical Soci-
ety President Kathie Case

will lead the event.

Admission is free. A
complimentary meal will
be served, drinks will be
available for purchase, and
guests can enjoy live music
and tours of the 51-acre
camp on Birch Island Lake.

Camp Eden Wood asks
that guests RSVP to the
event. Please visit bit.
ly/422v7Re.
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Windows * Sunrooms - Home Exteriors

a Great Day Improvements brand

BOOK YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

BEFORE THE SEASONS CHANGE!

888-774-9883

*Buy 2 Comfort 365 Windows® at regular price and get 2 additional windows of equal or lesser value free with participation in the Yes! Program. Offer applies to all window styles in white except nonrectangular shaped window styles. Window
discount without participation in Yes! Program equals 40% off. Minimum purchase of 4 windows required. 20% national sunroom and door discount requires minimum purchase of 120 sq. ft. complete sunroom or 1 entry door with decorative glass.
Earn up to an additional 10% off with participation in the Yes! Program (up to $2,000), making your sunroom and door discount a total of up to 30% off. All prices include standard installation. All discounts apply to the MSRP cost. No adjustments
can be made on prior sales. YES! Program valid only at the time of your initial demonstration and once per residence per term. Offer subject to change. 'The Champion Limited Lifetime Warranty applies to Comfort 365 Windows® and qualifying
Champion products as long as the original purchaser owns the home. See website or a Champion representative for details. Offer expires 09/30/25. Lic# CGC1537616 & CCC1336245. ©Champion Opco LLC, 2025
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