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Eden Prairie Schools promotes literacy with mobile classroom service

The Eagle Express
is a mobile
classroom and
community
outreach bus
removing barriers
to education

NATALIE TRIMBLE
natalie.trimble@apgecm.com

The Eagle Express Sum-
mer SPARK Program (Sto-
ries Promoting Adventure,
Reading and Knowledge)
received praise for its inno-
vative hands-on learn-
ing programming during
the March 23 Eden Prairie
School Board meeting.

Founded in July 2023,
the Eagle Express pro-
vides an innovative learn-
ing environment for stu-
dents in the Eden Prairie

community on a bright red
school bus. It is inspired by

the initiative to bridge and
continue student involve-
ment with literacy, spe-
cifically over the sum-
mer when minimal school
interaction occurs.

“The Eagle Express
came out of ESSER (Fed-
eral Elementary and Sec-
ondary School Emergency
Relief) funding and it was
an innovative way for us
to create a mobile class-
room and outreach bus
to bring services out into

the community. The goals
of the Eagle Express are to
remove barriers to access
to all of the amazing pro-
gramming that Commu-
nity Ed[ucation] has,” said
Olivia Antilla, outreach
and engagement supervi-
sor, Community Educa-
tion.

More than 450 students
attended program events
hosted in neighborhoods
throughout Eden Prai-
rie last summer. Whether
it be youth program-
ming, screening, or Early
Childhood Family Edu-
cation (ECFE), the bus s
built to eliminate financial

or transportation barri-
ers experienced by the dis-
trict’s students and fami-
lies.

Last summer, the bus
traveled to four different
locations in the local area,
offering literacy activi-
ties and experiences to
students. These activities
and experiences directly
correlated with the sto-
ries being read in the pro-
gram to help bringlearn-
ing to life.

The Eagle Express trav-
eled to Briarhill Apart-
ments (Mondays), Eden-
vale Apartments (Tues-
days), the Preserve

Marilynn McRae Weibel

Our bright light, spitfire of
a mom, was born to Horace
“Mac” and Celecta “Sally”
McRae on June 24, 1945, in
Minneapolis, MN. She and her |
brother David and sister Judy
grew up in Deephaven, MN. She
graduated from Minnetonka
High School in 1963 and then
ventured off to Mankato State
University where she graduated
in 1967. Upon returning from
overseas travels after college, she started working at
The Bank Wayzata and then Norwest as a personal
banker in Deephaven for most of her 39-year career
with the bank, retiring from Wells Fargo in 2013.

She passed away on March 13, 2026, after two
weeks on Hospice Comfort Care, which was helping
her manage after a severe fall in February.

She was married to Stewart Grant and had two
daughters, April and Kim, divorced and then later
married Martin L. Weibel Sr. in Aug. 1992.

She will be loved and missed by her surviv-
ing family and friends: daughters April (David)
MclIntosh and Kim (Bruce) Hanson; her sister Judy
Stanchfield; sister-in-law Janet McRae; stepchildren
Claudia (John) Penaz, Russ Weibel, Pam Stoner, Brad
(Ruth) Weibel; nieces Linda (Mike) Schulenburg,
Deanna Stanchfield, Donna Schoenrock; nephew
Scott (Courtney) McRae; grandchildren Mackenzie
Williams-Grant, Hannah MclIntosh, Christie (Karl)
Maanum, Brian Weibel, Amber Penaz, Keaton
Penaz-Trelstad, Carrie Mitchell, Andrew Weibel, Jon
Weibel, Dan Weibel; many great-grandchildren and
GGG’s; many great nieces and nephews and great-
great nieces and nephews; and life-long friends, Susan
Crozier, Angela Griffin, Honor McKnight, Leah
Barnacle, Jason Schuck and Christopher Wasilensky
to name a few.

Marilynn was predeceased by her parents,
her brother David McRae, brother-in-law Rollie
Stanchfield, her granddaughter Britnay Lee Grant,
first husband Stewart Grant, two stepsons Martin
(and Patricia) Weibel Jr. and Greg Weibel and of
course the love of her life for 31 years, Marty (age 99
when he passed in Jan. 2024).

Marilynn’s life remembrance will be held at Zion
Lutheran Church, 241 5th Ave. N, Hopkins, MN
55343 on Saturday, April 11th at 10am for visitation,
Ilam service hosted by her pastor, Padre Howard
Kreinke and small luncheon at noon. She will be in-
terred at Chisago Memorial Park in Chisago City,
MN.

In lieu of flowers, please donate in her name to the
CF foundation or Operation Smile.
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Association (Wednes-
days), and Burning Tree
West Apartments (Thurs-
days), from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., servicing students
in those neighborhoods.
“By using a variety
of books and just really
emphasizing the literacy
aspect, we're able to con-
nect that with our activ-
ities hands-on, whether
they were games, arts and
crafts, or anything else that
we could connect with our
stories into our daily pro-
gramming,” said Ben Lee,
youth enrichment supervi-
sor with Community Edu-
cation.

With the hope of spark-
ing alifelong love of liter-
acy, Antilla suggested hav-
inglocal authors visit and
speak with students at the
various program sites. She
took it upon herself to con-
nect with a diverse pool of
authors, emphasizing the
importance of this poten-
tial opportunity for stu-
dent success.

“The most important
part was having such a
diverse lineup of authors.
Whether it was based on
race, or religion, or having
avariety of genders as well,
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® Peyto Lake

o Ship Staff

Canadian Rockies & Glacier National Park

e Three Nights in Banff

® Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump

® Waterton Lakes National Park
 Glacier National Park

* Kootenay National Park

® Banff Gondola - Sulphur Mountain
© 1930's Red Jammer Touring Cars
® Going-to-the-Sun Highway

© Banff Area Tour

® | ake MacDonald

* Moraine Lake & Valley of the Ten Peaks
e Lake Louise & Victoria Glacier

o |cefields Parkway

* Athabasca Glacier Ice Explorer

® Prince of Wales Hotel

| Wonders of the Blue Danube River Cruise

® Roundtrip Airfare - MSP

® 7 Night Cruise - Outside Cabin

® 20 Meals (7-B, 6-L & 7-D)

* PWD Tour Director

e Hand Selected Wines, Beer & So??
® Drinks w/ Dinners

® Baggage Handling at Hotel & Ship
e Int'l Air Taxes/Fuel/Port Charges

* Wifi Onboard

® Ship Transfers

To RSVP call 952-442-6820 or 1-877-953-8687

Call for more information to be mailed or
emailed to you.

PAINTING SPECIALS!

20+ Years Experience You Can Trust!
Locally Owned & Operated

e Exterior/Interior
Painting & Repairs

* Deck Sanding/
Staining

¢ Free Estimates
e 2-Year Guarantee

e Popcorn Ceiling
Removal

S
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Fully Insured

=1 Rightway

Painting Solutions, LLC

“Professional Service at an Affordable Rate”

HAVE A PAINTING
PROJECT?

Let us take care of the work for you:
Exterior/Interior Painting & Repairs
Popcorn Removal and Knockdown Texture

* Our exterior painting includes pressure
washing, scraping, caulking, and wood
repairs. In most cases we do it the old
fashion way with rollers and brushes.
We pressure wash decks, repair areas
needed, sand and stain deck floors,

railings, and trim.

* Our Exterior schedule fills up fast.
Call now to get a FREE estimate for

Spring/Summer.

* Now is a great time to get an estimate for
interior projects for Fall/Winter 2026.
Our interior work consists of wall and
ceiling repair and painting. We also
paint and refinish woodwork and
paneling. We remove popcorn ceilings,
repair areas needed and spray with a
knock down texture for an updated look.

* We are fully insured and highly rated.

For a free estimate contact Seth today
952-270-0127 « www.rightwaymn.com




