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RSVP with QR code to select your preferred day and time. 
Or call 612.874.2000 to speak with a consultant.

Proposed Future Site Location: 2285 Arboretum Blvd, Victoria, MN

Join us for an INFORMATIONAL MEETING!
10:30 AM OR 1:00 PM - Choose your location.

S E E  T H E

POSSIBILITIES
OF NEWC O N T I N U E  Y O U R  S T O R Y

C O O P E R A T I V E  L A K E T O W N

Estoria Laketown is a new member-owned cooperative community 
proposed in Victoria, for adults 62+ who want the benefits of 
homeownership without the responsibilities of traditional home maintenance.

(Upper Parking has ramp access to Event Center/
Lower Parking has elevator access)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10  
CHANHASSEN LIBRARY
7711 Kerber Blvd, Chanhassen, MN

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
PIQUE TRAVEL DESIGN
306 Water Street, Excelsior, MN

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15  

LOLA’S LAKEHOUSE
318 Lake Street, Waconia, MN

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
OMNI BREWERY & EVENT CENTER
1495 Stieger Lake Lane, Victoria

NATALIE TRIMBLE
natalie.trimble@apgecm.com

Music lovers across the 
globe are mourning the 
loss of country music leg-
end Dolly Parton, who 
died at age 80 after a brief 
battle with cancer on Aug. 
25.

The late singer touched 
the hearts of so many 
through her iconic dis-
cography and posi-
tive persona, including 
the heart of Eden Prai-
rie-based musician and 
longtime fan Pamela 
McNeill, who regularly 
covers Parton’s songs and 
even met her in 2025.

“She was probably our 
best human,” McNeill 
says. “She left that mark 
on everyone. Anyone who 
ever met her. There’s no 
one that has an unkind 
word to say about her and 
in all of her philanthropy 
and giving back. I mean, 
I could go on and on and 
on. But she was a trea-
sure, a true treasure.”

As a country-rock 
musician herself, 
McNeill has taken artistic 

inspiration from Parton 
in her own career. Earlier 
this year, the local sing-
er-songwriter opened her 
new show “Janis, Stevie, 

Dolly and me,” where 
she plays a mix of orig-
inal music and popu-
lar songs from her three 
most beloved musical 

influences, including hits 
like “Jolene,” “Me and 
Bobby McGee,” “Stand 
Back,” and others.

Her personal adoration 

for the country legend 
wasn’t her only inspi-
ration for the new pro-
duction. McNeill cred-
its a surprise run-in with 

Parton in 2005 as another 
motivation for the cre-
ation of her show.

The two met briefly 
while backstage at the 
Mayo Civic Center in 
Rochester. McNeill and 
her friend, who was a 
sound engineer for the 
late singer at the time, met 
Parton before the start 
of her concert during 
soundcheck. She recalls 
being in awe of the icon’s 
extravagant wigs and 
wardrobe changes.

“We walked up to her 
and she said, ‘Y’all look 
like show people, are 
you?’ There’s nobody who 
could make someone 
feel more like they really 
wanted to know, [and 
feel] more comfortable,” 
McNeill said. “It was a real 
gift and we talked about 
songwriting and singing 
and she was completely 
present.”

Unfortunately, McNeill’s 
camera broke as she took 
it out for a photo. But 
that wasn’t a problem for 
Parton, who asked her 

Farewell Dolly Parton: Local musician reflects on the late singer’s legacy
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From left: Max Krauth, Chad Whittaker, Pamela McNeill, Mary Jane Alm, Cassandra Mae and Frank Merchlewitz per-
form during the “Janis, Stevie, Dolly and Me” show earlier this year.
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