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Local brothers turn lemons into lemonade at golf event for veterans

¥

They used a
lemonade stand
to raise more
than $60K

NATALIE TRIMBLE
natalie.trimble@apgecm.com

Brothers Noah and
Cole Dingels were just 7
and 4 years old when they
first set up their lemon-
ade stand at the Tee It Up
for the Troops golf event
to support veterans and
their families. Eager to
give back to those who
served, they sold cups of
lemonade for $2, raising
$359 in their first year.

The brothers returned
the next year and raised a
total of $762, which dou-
bled when another donor

generously matched their (SUBMITTED PHOTO)
amount. Every penny Cole (left) and Noah Dingels set up their annual lemonade stand at Olympic Hills Golf Club in Eden Prairie for the Tee
earned was donated to It Up for the Troops event in June.
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After a successful cou-
ple years at the golf event,
Noah and Cole decided
to enhance the lemonade
stand in an effort to raise
more funds for veterans.
In 2023, the pair added
golfballs to their inven-
tory, followed by the
addition of candy bars in
2024.

“Tlove selling candy
bars, golf balls, and lem-
onade to the veterans and
our friends,” Cole said.

The lemonade stand
— which is setup at
Olympic Hills Golf Club
in Eden Prairie — has
become such a recog-
nizable fixture at the
event over the years that
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These contributions
have helped the boys col-
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amounts.

“Our family put
together a PowerPoint
and we went out to local
businesses in the commu-
nity and asked for spon-
sorships,” Angela Ding-
els said. “In the last two

g years, we've had about 50

sponsors and in the five
years that the kids have
been doing this, they’ve
raised over $60,000 for
veterans, and every sin-
gle dollar for lemonade
or candy bars has been
donated back to Tee It Up
for the Troops.”

On June 8, Noah and
Cole,now 11 and 8§,
raised a total of $23,000
at the 2026 golf event and
$33,168 at the 2025 event,
with support from their
community sponsors.

“At the end of the night,
when everybody’s done
playing their round of
golf, there’s abanquet and
we get to go up during
dinner and present our
earnings,” Noah said.
“This year we got a stand-
ing ovation.”

All money raised by
the local patriots is given
directly to Tee It Up for
the Troops to support
various veteran pro-
grams, including service
dog training and Loops
Fore Troops, a nonprofit
organization connecting
service members to the
game of golf.

Their yearly lemon-
ade stand has become so
impactful that U.S. Sec-
retary of Defense Pete
Hegseth recently sent the
brothers aletter of recog-
nition that commended
them for their patriotism
and selfless efforts, writ-
ing that they were “two
incredible patriots.”

“It was really special to
see that,” Angela said. “I
mean, Pet Hegseth is a fel-
low Minnesotan, so that
was a special connection.
But it was incredible to
receive that”

The boys’ passion for
supporting veterans was
sparked by their grandfa-
ther Gene Dingels, who
served in the Army and
National Guard flying heli-
copters for more than 33
years. While Noah and
Cole never got to meet
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simple lemonade stand to
leave a lasting impact on
military veterans and their

stand sponsorship inqui-
ries, contact lemonade@
teeitupforthetroops.org.
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Serving: den Praire We're Glad You're Here!

« Packet of helpful information including maps, and
civic and county resources

« Hundreds of $$$ in local merchant gift
certificates

+ Answers to your new-to-town questions

+No sales
952.442.9000

WELCOME NEIGHBOR
www.welcomeneighbormn.com

welcome@welcomeneighbormn.com
Business owners interested in building your customer base - call us for more information

- PAMELA
RON 612-790-4425

952-937-2638

(SUBMITTED PHOTO)
Cole Dingels sells items to golfers at the Tee It Up for the Troops event in June at Olympic Hills Golf club in Eden Prairie.

To those considering a in Burnsville, Minne-
pledge, visit teeitupforthet- sota. Its mission is to raise
roops.org. awareness and provide
About TeeIt Upforthe  supportto America’s mili-
Troops tary veterans through golf
Founded in 2005, Tee events, outreach programs
It Up for the Troopsisa and fundraisers. For more
national 501©(3) non- information, visit teeitup-

profit organization based

forthetroops.org.

COMMUNITY BRIEF

Master Naturalist
Volunteer Training to
be held at Eastman
Nature Center

Eastman Nature Center
in Maple Grove is hosting
aMinnesota Master Nat-
uralist Volunteer Training
beginning Aug. 18.

Master Naturalist volun-
teers complete a 40-hour
hands-on course with
expertinstructors and fel-
low learners — studying
natural history, environ-
mental interpretation, and
conservation stewardship.
Final certification comes
with the completion of 40
hours of volunteer service.

The program offers three
courses that correspond to
Minnesota’s three major
ecosystems entitled Big
Woods, Big Rivers, Prairies
and Potholes and North
Woods, Great Lakes.

This class will cover the
natural and cultural his-
tory of the “Big Woods,
Big Rivers” region. The
program will provide an

in-depth overview of the
deciduous forest ecosys-
tem and participants will
observe and learn about
the variety of plantand
animal communities of the
region.

Through the course,
participants will develop
their ability to observe
nature and will learn tools
to improve these skills. In
addition, participants will
improve their commu-
nication skills by sharing
knowledge with other par-
ticipants and workingon a
group project.

The class will be held on
Tuesdays, Aug. 18 — Oct.
27,from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
All -day Saturday field
trips are on Aug. 29 and
Sept. 19. The Minnesota
Master Naturalist is spon-
sored by the University of
Minnesota Extension

For more information
about the Minnesota Mas-
ter Naturalist Program and
to register visit minneso-
tamasternaturalist.org/
courses/.

Donate Your Vehicle

u Support Veteran Nonprofits.

o Free Pickup & Towing.

H Top Tax Deduction.
Donate Your Vehicle Today —
833-937-2593 b T—

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. f you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!
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DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Get Benefits

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

952-529-9416
Rl www.GetFields.com

PAINTING SPECIALS!

20+ Years Experience You Can Trust!
Locally Owned & Operated
e Exterior/Interior
Painting & Repairs
® Deck Sanding/

¢ Free Estimates
e 2-Year Guarantee
e Popcorn Ceiling

Staining Removal
§ TR . Fully Insured
& Rightway
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Painting Solutions, LLC

“Professional Service at an Affordable Rate”

HAVE A PAINTING
PROJECT?

Let us take care of the work for you:
Exterior/Interior Painting & Repairs
Popcorn Removal and Knockdown Texture

* Our exterior painting includes pressure
washing, scraping, caulking, and wood
repairs. In most cases we do it the old
fashion way with rollers and brushes.
We pressure wash decks, repair areas
needed, sand and stain deck floors,

railings, and trim.

* Our Exterior schedule fills up fast.
Call now to get a FREE estimate for

Spring/Summer.

* Now is a great time to get an estimate for
interior projects for Fall/Winter 2026.
Our interior work consists of wall and
ceiling repair and painting. We also
paint and refinish woodwork and
paneling. We remove popcorn ceilings,

SULLY

Sully, born April 2025

a very friendly, outgoing, .
young brown tabby. When
Sully has tired of zooming
around, chasing cat toys,
and play fighting with his
brother Charlie, he settles down
to be affectionate and social. He is
fine being held, gives kitty kisses,
and purrs quickly. Sully hops into
your lap and stays for petting. He
eagerly watches wildlife at the window. He is friendly
with strangers. Sully would do best with a pet pal
and with kids over age five. He has fine litter box
habits and uses a scratching post.

is

For a free estimate contact Seth today
952-270-0127 « www.rightwaymn.com

repair areas needed and spray with a
knock down texture for an updated look.

* We are fully insured and highly rated.

Sully O'Sullivan is available at The Bond Between.
Sully has been vet checked, spayed/neutered,
wormed, tested for FIV/FelV, has distemper
and rabies shots. For further information ao
to www.thebondbetween.org/cats-
for-adoption . Type in Sully’s name

A
. . . LV
to find more information. o




