EXCELSIOR-EDEN PRAIRIE-MINNETONKA SUN SAILOR

THURSDAY, MARCH 26,2026 | 7

A local musician connects people through music

Raymnd's four-
track EP is set to
debut on Spotify
and Apple Music
on April 10

NATALIE TRIMBLE
natalie.trimble@apgecm.com

From the legend-
ary music scene at First
Avenue in Minneapo-
lis to the cozy embrace
of alive performance ata
local cafe, the Twin Cities
boom with opportunities
to uncover a diverse pal-
ette of musical sounds.

Excelsior resident
Brody Witta — known
professionally as Raymnd
— first dabbled in song-
writing and the electric
guitar at age 6, but didn’t
play consistently until he
was nearing his teenage
years.

“I got really, really into ~ Raymnd.

time and presenting them
to Herchert to assist with
the song selection pro-
cess.

His latest project, a
four-track EP titled “Nos-
talgia in the Form ofa
Depression,” is set to
debut on Spotify and
Apple Music on April 10.

“That first album I did
was very, very synth-ori-
ented, which is why 'm
doing this EP, which is
kind of a totally differ-
ent style of music,” Witta
says. “It’s more folk,
acoustic, singer-song-
writer style and I wanted
to put that on its own,

shows at the 318 Cafe in
Excelsior and Aster Cafe
in the St. Anthony Main
area of Minneapolis.
When performing live,
he hopes to cultivate an
environment where audi-
ences can feel a sense of
peace and connectedness
to one another.

“I think there’s really
no better way of connect-
ing with another per-
son than through music.
I think it’s really amaz-
ing how music is able to
kind of do that,” Witta
said. “So I hope thatIcan
justkind of cultivate an
environment where peo-

the Beatles, and that was
kind of the catalyst for
my musical journey, and
then I played [guitar] on
and off throughout high
school,” Witta said. “I
played sports, so I kind
of felt like the music got
buried alittle bit in high
school. But I was still
writing on and oft”
Asastudent at Min-
netonka High School

much of his free time. His
busy schedule led to his
passion for music taking
abackseat.

However, things
quickly shifted in 2020,
when the coronavi-
rus pandemic forced the
world into lockdown.
Witta used quarantine as
an opportunity to learn
the basics of music pro-
duction and began hon-

separate thing” ple feel like they are at
In terms of his musi- peace, they can heal from

cal evolution over the anything that’s happen-

years, Witta described his ing and just put music out

current sound as “more  there to help people do

sophisticated” and “pro-  that”

found,” with a focus on Raymnd will be per-

(susmiTTED PHOTO)  lyricism that will be fea-  formingat Aster Cafe

tured on his upcoming from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.

from the pop and funk throughout the years. EP. Friday, April 3. Tickets are

roots of Minneapolis icon
Prince and the modern,
dreamy sounds of art-

ists like Beach House and
Mazzy Star. He also cred-
its his father for exposing
him to a diverse palette
of music at an early age,
including sounds from

Currently, Witta has
performed sold-out

FEBRUARY 13 -
SEPTEMBER 26!

$20. Visit raymnd.com for

Mahoney is a Minneapo- . :
more information.

lis-based musician who
competed on Season 1
of NBC’s “The Voice” in
2011.

In 2022, Witta began
collaborating with local
producer Jon Herchert to
create his debut album,

from 2016 to 2020, Wit-
ta’s athletic and academic
obligations consumed

ing his personal musical
style.
He draws inspiration
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We're Glad You're Herel

Serving: Eden Prairie

« Packet of helpful information including maps, and
civic and county resources

+ Hundreds of $3$ in local merchant gift
certificates

« Answers to your new-to-town questions

+No sales
ik
WELCOME NEIGHBOR

PAMELA

952.442.9000 612-790-4425

welcome@welcomeneighbormn.com

RON
952-937-2638

www.welcomeneighbormn.com

Business owners interested in building your customer base - call us for more information

Welcome Home!

Saturday Worship at 5 p.m.
Sunday Worship at 8:15, 9:30 and 10:45 a.m.
Livestream Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

17205 County Road 6,
Plymouth, MN 55447

St. Philip the Deacon

LUTHERAN CHURCH

spdic.org

Pet Shop Boys, Tearsfor ~ “RAYMND!,” which was

Fears and Prince. released in 2024. The
Witta notes that his 12-track project took

family friend, Tim about two years to com-

Mahoney, was also
very influential to him

plete, with Witta writing
ahandful of songsata
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DLD BOOKKEEPING

SOLUTIONS

Do you want that feeling of privacy when
getting your taxes done, call Deb today!
New and referred clients receive a
discount the first year of tax service.

Set up your Tax Appointment
now for 2025! @
www.DLDBookkeepingMN.com
* Listed on IRS directory of Federal

tax return preparers

* 1040 Individual Taxes & 1065,990,
1120, 1120S Business Taxes

* Credit Cards, Apple Pay, Cash.
App & Venmo accepted

»,
DLD Bookkeeping Solutions Mobile: 763-535-1978 & iny
Debra L Daberkow-Wright, RTRP Mobile: 612-720-2657
5840 Quail Avenue North Crystal, MN, 55429  Fax: 763-536-9948
To sign up email: DLDaberkow@aol.com
Since 1987. Located Bass Lake Rd & Crystal Airport. DLDBookkeepingMN.com

A MUSICAL FABLE OF BRO,
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entertaining you!

Chanhassen
DINNER THEATRES




