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Wednesday, June 3, 2026
Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Laramie Chamber Business Alliance
2208 E Grand Ave, Laramie

FREE LUNCH & LEARN WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2026
HOT BREAKFAST SERVED AT 8AM 
SEMINAR 9:00-10:00AM

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT EDINA BLOOMINGTON
4460 West 78th Street Circle • Bloomington, MN 55435

— BREAKFAST WILL BE PROVIDED— 
LEARN: • Trigger more leads for your business

• The latest digital and social media tactics
• Solutions to reach targeted audiences
• The importance of your online presence

SPACE IS 
LIMITED!

SCAN TO 
RSVP

RSVP by 8/6 to 
smohs@apgecm.com

or call 651-231-3467

We’ll also walk through the customer 
journey so your business shows up at 

every key moment.

ADDY EARLES
SVP. CUSTOMER SUCCESS & GROWTH 

MIKE MARTOCCIA
CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER 

STRATEGICDigital MarketingDigital Marketing
FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

OF ALL SIZES

FREE 
EDUCATIONAL 
WORKSHOP & 

BREAKFAST
AMM |digital

connecting ideas to outcomes

BREAKFAST SERVED AT 8AM
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Thursday, July 30, 2026 $2

Eden Prairie resi-
dents attended the Peo-
pleFest! Party at Central 
Middle School July 26 
to celebrate the vibrant 
cultures represented 
in the city. Event-go-
ers could explore com-
munity exhibit booths, 

sample food vendors, 
and enjoy cultural per-
formances by Twin Cities 
dance groups, including 
Away Runakuna: Ecua-
dorian Dance Group; 
Ballet Folklórico Méx-
ico Azteca; Taraang-
ini School of Dance; and 

Titambe West African 
Dance & Drum Ensem-
ble.

PeopleFest! is an 
annual community cel-
ebration of culture. The 
PeopleFest! Party is the 
main event to a week of 
citywide offerings and 

educational events from 
July 26-31 celebrating the 
unique cultures in Eden 
Prairie through music, 
dancing, storytelling, 
visual art, food and more.

For more information, 
visit community.edenpr.
org/events/peoplefest.

PeopleFest! celebrates diversity with 
cultural performances in Eden Prairie

(SUN PHOTO BY NATALIE TRIMBLE)

Taraangini School of Dance performers do a traditional dance at Central Middle School in Eden Prairie for the People-
Fest! Party July 26. The annual week-long event (July 26-31) includes citywide offerings and educational events that 
highlight the diversity represented in Eden Prairie. MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 10.

NATALIE TRIMBLE
natalie.trimble@apgecm.com

Every day, millions of 
unsuspecting individuals 
fall victim to fraudulent 
schemes that steal finan-
cial or personal informa-
tion.

This summer, four indi-
viduals were victims of 
a rental property scam 
involving the same two 
houses in Eden Prairie, 
which are legitimately for 
sale and owned by a realty 
company. Scammers 
falsely advertised the 
homes on Craigslist and 
TikTok as rental prop-
erties and copied photos 
from the official online 
listings.

“They’ll put a listing on 
those two sites and they’ll 
make it look legitimate 
with pictures and post 
a monthly rent number 
that’s incredibly low, so it’s 
pretty attractive to peo-
ple,” Sgt. Matt O’Rourke 
of the Eden Prairie Police 
Department said. “Espe-
cially if you’re not aware 
of the area and you would 
expect prices to be much 
higher than they’re listed.”

Prospective rent-
ers would contact the 
phone number listed on 
the fraudulent advertise-
ment to schedule a time to 
tour the properties. Scam-
mers would then can-
cel right before the con-
firmed meet-up times and 
share the self-guided tour 
instructions established 
by the legitimate realty 
company that owns the 

Rental scam targets 
Eden Prairie homes, 
stealing thousands 
from victims
A rental property 
scam stole a   
total of $4,535 
from victims

See SCAM | PAGE 13
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Saturday Worship at 5 p.m.

Sunday Worship at 8:15, 9:30 and 10:45 a.m.

Livestream Sunday at 9:30 a.m.

17205 County Road 6,
Plymouth, MN 55447

Welcome Home!

spdlc.org

TREE SERVICE
MCFEE

• Tree Removal
• Fully Insured

• Storm Damage
• Free Estimates

Mike McFeters
612-481-0900

• Tree Removal
• StormDamage
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured

612-481-0900

DLD BOOKKEEPING
SOLUTIONS

Do you want that feeling of privacy when 
getting your taxes done, call Deb today!  

New and referred clients receive a 
discount the first year of tax service.

Set up your Tax Appointment  
now for 2025! @ 

www.DLDBookkeepingMN.com
•  Listed on IRS directory of Federal 

tax return preparers
•  1040 Individual Taxes & 1065,990, 

1120, 1120S Business Taxes
•  Credit Cards, Apple Pay, Cash.

App & Venmo accepted

To sign up email: DLDaberkow@aol.com
Since 1987. Located Bass Lake Rd & Crystal Airport. DLDBookkeepingMN.com 

DLD Bookkeeping Solutions  
Debra L Daberkow-Wright, RTRP  

5840 Quail Avenue North Crystal, MN, 55429 

Mobile: 763-535-1978  
Mobile: 612-720-2657  

Fax: 763-536-9948 

ADOPT A PET
FAITH
This young, quiet, female 
gray tabby will hop into 
your lap and stay for short 
sessions of petting and 
brushing. Faith prefers to 
sit next to you plus nap with you. 
Faith is friendly with trusted folks, 
is affectionate on her terms, plus 
is shy of strangers. She tolerates 
being held for a short while and 
purrs on contact. Faith plays with 
cat toys and likes window watching. Faith hopes 
you are patient while she learns to trust you. She 
would enjoy another cat for a pal. A sibling is 
available.

This cat and others are available at Cat Tales 
Rescue. Cats have been vet checked, spayed/
neutered, wormed, tested for FIV/FeLV, have 
distemper and rabies shots. Adult adoption fees 
are $200+tax. For further information 
leave a message at 612 202-9492 or 
email cattalesmn@outlook.com

952.934.1525
ChanhassenDT.com
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PERFECTION from 
beginning to end! − KARE 11

“
”

(METROCREATIVECONNECTION)

Emergency lights on top of a police car.

Scam/From page 1

properties.
The unsuspecting appli-

cants were advised to 
scan the QR codes posted 
on the properties by the 
legitimate seller and fill 
out the required forms. 
Once submitted, appli-
cants were sent codes to 
access the homes for their 
tours, often completing the 
walk-through while on the 
phone with the scammer.

Victims later signed 
counterfeit lease docu-
ments and paid for the 
deposits and rental fees. 
One victim lost $3,365, 
two victims from the same 
family collectively lost 
$1,000 and another lost 
$170, according to a recent 
newsletter by the city of 
Eden Prairie. The victims 
also shared copies of their 
driver’s licenses.

“If the potential renter 
likes the property, the 
scammer will be like, 
‘well, we need a deposit 
right now to reserve your 
spot.’ So they will then 
send money through Zelle 
or Venmo, or whatever 

money transaction site,” 
O’Rourke said. “And then 
they’ll kind of lead them 
on. They might make them 
make a couple different 
transactions, just try to 
bleed as much money from 
these people as possible 
before they get suspicious 
and figure it out.”

The four victims eventu-
ally caught on to the scam 
and reported it to the Eden 
Prairie Police Department. 
Unfortunately, the nature 
of instant financial trans-
actions makes it difficult 

for police to successfully 
track scammers, leaving 
victims without an oppor-
tunity to receive reim-
bursement.

Fraudulent schemes 
are widespread. Nation-
ally, 24% of adults report 
having disclosed per-
sonal information to scam-
mers, according to a 2026 
AP-NORC survey.

The survey also found 

that 58% of the public 
receives daily online mes-
sages or advertisements 
suspected to be scams, and 
92% of adults face scam-
ming attempts at least once 
a month.

O’Rourke reassured that 
rental scams don’t occur 
often in the local area, but 
admits that scammers 
have become more creative 
and adaptable with their 

strategies, making it harder 
for police departments 
everywhere to crack down 
on the growing issue.

“Scams like it happen 
once in a while. This one 
in particular is just easy 
because of the process with 
the QR codes and getting 
a code to enter the prop-
erty pretty easily,” O’Ro-
urke said. “These scam-
mers are very creative 
and they’re adaptable and 
they’re, unfortunately, 
pretty crafty. So they will 
figure out any way to make 
money off people.”

Since receiving reports 
from victims, local police 
have reached out to the 
legitimate seller to recom-
mend a more secure sys-
tem for promoting avail-
able listings, including lim-
iting its use of easily acces-
sible QR codes. The police 
department also added 
its own signage to the tar-
geted properties to inform 
prospective buyers of the 
rental scams.

To help determine if a 
property listing is legiti-
mate or not, the Federal 
Trade Commission rec-
ommends researching the 
owner or property man-
ager to learn of others’ 
experiences; be wary of 
unusually low rent costs; 
and tour the listing, but not 
without confirming that 
the seller/renter has the 
authority to sell/rent the 
property.

“I would ask more ques-
tions about the property; 
and if the price is too good 
to be true, it probably is,” 
O’Rourke said. “Be sus-
picious, but no need to be 
paranoid. Just be suspi-
cious about anything now-
adays, especially if they’re 
asking for money upfront 
through Zelle or Venmo, 
or anything like that.”

For those that believe 
they’ve been a victim of 
a rental scam, contact 
the Eden Prairie Police 
Department at 952-949-
6200.


