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POLITICAL THEOLOGY for the INDIAN CONTEXT
!is book situates public theology within the genre of political theology. Drawing 
upon the distinct strands of political theologies identi"ed by Daniel M. Bell, Jr., 
Gnana Patrick treats public theology as the form of political theology for our con-
temporary era and takes special care to relate these strands of political theologies to 
the Indian context, thereby opening up the theological horizon for Indian public 
theology.  Taking faith to be the catalyst for this experience of transcendence, Public 
!eology points to civil society as the interstice through which faith can be imparted 
to the contemporary world, and argues for the relevance of public theology to that 
work.

“Public !eology is a compelling work that breaks new conceptual, theoreti-
cal, and political ground. I highly recommend it.” 
—Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, Harvard Divinity School

“An ingenious attempt to uncover the ingredients of an Indian public theo- 
logy under construction and highlight the mortar that holds them together.”
—Felix Wilfred, Asian Centre for Cross-Cultural Studies

“Public !eology adds a critical voice in the discussions of politics and theo- 
logy. !is is a bold, sweeping, and deeply insightful study, worthy of inclu-
sion in any academic library or course in global Christianity.”
—Susan Abraham, Pacific School of Religion

“Comprehensive in its scope, thoroughly scholarly in its approach, and lucid 
in its presentation, this thoughtful and innovative volume is an invaluable 
asset and a must-read to anyone who wishes to understand this new theo-
logical movement within the "eld of religion.”
—S. Wesley Ariarajah, Drew University School of Theology

GNANA PATRICK is professor of Christian studies at the University of Madras, 
Chennai, India, and is a member of the Senate of Satya Nilayam (Sacred Heart Col-
lege), Faculty of Philosophy, Chennai.
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