Calgary’s comic book scene is alive and well, thanks to artists and their passion

On March 7, 2026, inside the Acadia Recreation Complex, comic fans, returning readers and newcomers stood elbow to elbow, searching for copies of their favourite comics. 

When asked about what’s so special about comic books, Brennan says, “There is a comic book for everyone.”

“Whether you like superheroes, whether you like monsters, whether you like romance, there is a comic book for everyone,” he repeated.

Some might assume comic books are out of the scene because of the rise of artificial intelligence and shorter attention spans among readers. But artists with their love for comics and books are bringing the comic magic back to Calgary.

Kevin Brennan of Calgary Comic talks about how the comic industry, especially those who create their works by hand, oppose AI and are pushing back by showcasing and selling their art so fans can appreciate the work behind it.

Many comic events in the city, such as the Calgary Expo focus heavily on pop culture, celebrity exposures and photo opportunities rather than showcasing artists’ work. 

Some artists say these events are “a pain in the butt” when it comes to truly displaying their art. These same artists created this event to grant a space to showcase their artwork while fans can browse comics, relax and enjoy the experience. 

Brennan developed his passion for comics when he was 10 after moving to Calgary in 1989. He has been creating comics for over a decade and has been organizing shows for nearly eight years.

This year marks the second year of their comic book shows, with at least one event held every month. 

Like Brennan, Harvey Nichol, who was born and raised in Manila, Philippines, has brought not only his creativity to Canada when he moved here 10 years ago but also his culture. Most of Nichol’s work is set in his old neighbourhood of Tondo and explores themes from precolonial Philippines.

“I’m very interested in untold histories,” said Nichol. “Like things that are not usually in the history books because they’re hard to find or they're being censored, " said Nichol. 

“My story is all about the dichotomy between the have and the have-nots and I wanted to tell that story.” 

Women and children are becoming a growing market for comic books. Beyond superheroes and cartoons, there has been an increase in support for independent works. 	Comment by Mace Elsher: Source? Was this something you saw at the event? Something the vendors spoke about? Did you read this somewhere?

Still, questions remain about the future of Calgary’s comic scene: will it stay the same for the next five to 10 years, with some artists forced to compromise their work and shops potentially closing, or will it continue to thrive?

But, artists remain optimistic that Calgary’s comic scene will stay for long, Zach Schuster, a professor of Alberta University of the Arts and comic illustrator says “there is passion and a high demand for hand drawn artworks”. 

”People want real things, not robot sloth. I think comics have been around for a long time and I think we’re going to be just fine,” said Schuster.
