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Autumn/winter is  upon us,  with collections marking 

a refocus on cut,  s i lhouette and fabric.

Given the numerous changes 
in creative directors at fashion 
houses over the past two years, 
it seems as if the relentless game 
of designer musical chairs 
receives more attention than 
fashion itself. But despite 
so much noise to contend with, 
designers this season didn’t 
resort to social-media gimmicks 
or attention-grabbing stunts. 
It feels as though fashion’s new 
mood is less defined by drama 
and more a focus on cut, 
silhouette and fabric, as 
evidenced by knockout debut 
collections at Calvin Klein, 
Tom Ford and Givenchy, where 
designers seduced us without 
shouting. For once fashion feels 
steady and in the hands of those 
that know, with a new crop 
of designers at the helm who 
needn’t rewrite the rule book 
to prove their talent. Over the 
next few pages we’ve rounded 
up the newest trends and pieces 
to get acquainted with over the 
next six months – but the best 
part? You might already have 
them hanging in your wardrobe.

Words: MADELAINE CLARK

BACK TO BASICS
L E A T H E R  F O R 

E V E R Y  W E A T H E R
As temperatures start  to dip,  i t ’s  only natural  that  fashion’s proclivity for leather starts  to resurface 

at  this  t ime of year.  However,  i ts  omnipresence on the autumn/winter 2025 catwalks,  which 
showcased myriad ways of wearing the supple skin,  proved the humble hide is  worth taking note 
of this  season. Best  in class was at  Hermès,  where creative director Nadège Vanhée’s aptly named 

Leather Dandy collection evolved the French house’s  equestrian associations,  with a sexy and 
sophist icated offering that included leather hotpants,  biker jackets and f ingerless gloves.  For his 

Tom Ford debut,  Haider Ackermann continued the founder’s  love for animal skin with his 
seductive daywear offering of ful l  leather looks;  most arresting was an oxblood python leather 

coat.  At Givenchy, new creative director Sarah Burton’s abil i ty to cut a strong yet feminine 
hourglass biker jacket proved she’s  one of the most talented designers of her generation.
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F R I E N D  O R  F A U X
The resurgence of fur on the catwalks might once have been controversial ,  but given the recent 

pressure fashion houses are under to phase i t  out,  the majority of designers work with faux or 
kinder substitutes,  meaning that PETA protestors can rest  easy.  The biggest  s ignal  of  the changing 

t imes was at  Fendi,  whose blockbuster co - ed show celebrating the brand’s centenar y natural ly 
featured a dazzling array of fur coats – after al l ,  i t ’s  been central  to i ts  DNA from the start  – but 

despite mimicking the looks of mink and fox,  most were rendered in shearl ing.  In London, Simon 
Rocha’s  analog y of the tortoise and the hare showcased the most creative variations of faux fur, 

with coats spliced at  the hems, bralettes,  stoles and even hotpants.  Chloe’s  faux fur stoles ri f fed off 
Brit ish eccentricity,  and Elie Saab’s fuzzy accessories deft ly balance cuteness with cool.
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P E N C I L  I N
I f  you were wondering what length hemlines should 

take this  coming season, the catwalks argued the 
case for just  below the knee,  with pencil  skirts  in 
fashion’s favour.  Although power suit ing has been 

trending ever since the post-pandemic return to 
work,  this  season designers proved women don’t 

need to dress l ike men to be rulers in the 
boardroom. That was evidenced most compell ingly 
by Veronica Leoni at  Calvin Klein,  where a medley 

of collarless jackets worn over matching pencil 
skirts  balanced Klein’s  s ignature minimalism with 

21st- centur y corporate codes in a smash debut.  As 
Gucci awaits  a new creative director,  i ts  autumn/

winter collection created by the studio team was a 
surprising hit  of  the season, with 14 looks featuring 

pencil  skirts  in ever y iteration,  from tweed to 
sequinned, sheer and patent leather.  At Saint 

Laurent,  brightly hued angular si lhouettes,  formed 
of bold shoulders and pencil  skirts ,  conjured ’80s 

power dressing without a trouser in sight.
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W A I S T  H I G H
I f  you’re missing the corset trend that surfaced circa 2022, one of autumn/winter 
2025’s hottest  trends – a more grown-up version of the cinched-at - the -waist  style 

– might be to your l iking.  On the catwalks belts  came in their dozens,  with a 
multitude of designers proving just  one won’t  do.  At Max Mara,  belts  in black, 

brown or oxblood, wrapped twice around the models’  waists ,  were a t idy contrast 
to f loor-sweeping coats.  Aussie designer Christopher Esber referenced shibari , 

the Japanese art  of  bondage,  opening his  show with a bubble hem dress 
accessorised by crisscrossed belts .  Zimmerman and Ralph Lauren presented some 

of the most romantic collections of the season, wherein strong leather waisted 
belts  contrasted with dreamy crochet and lace.  And we’re crowning Bally’s  hybrid 

belt - corset as the centrepiece of the season.
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W R A P  I T  U P
I f  the autumn/winter 2025 collections are anything 
to go by,  scarf - coat hybrids are the most en vogue 
way to layer as we head into cooler weather.  The 
trend was f irst  favoured by fashion purists  such as 

Toteme and The Row, but this  season we saw more 
brands gett ing in on the two -in- one style.  Designers 

at  Brandon Maxwell ,  Calvin Klein and Christ ian 
Wijnants offered a stunning array of blanket- l ike 
coats with matching built - in scar ves – proving a 
fuss-free way to weather the cold.  At Courrèges, 

Nicolas di  Felice’s  asymmetric,  party-approved mini 
dresses and crop tops featuring trai l ing hems and 

integrated scar ves wil l  provide his  party- loving 
fanbase the perfect solution for staying cosy after 

leaving the club.  And Sacai ’s  jumper- cum-scarf  is  the 
avant-garde styl ing hack we al l  need this  winter.
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