
Turkey in May: Weather, Things To Do, and Travel Tips 

Planning a trip to Turkey in May? May sits perfectly between spring and summer, 

offering pleasant weather, blooming landscapes, and fewer crowds than peak season. 

Read on and discover everything this spring in Turkey has to offer. 

May is a beautiful time to explore all Turkey has to offer, from Istanbul's vibrant streets 

and historic charm to the stunning landscapes of Cappadocia and the Mediterranean 

coast. With a wide range of tours and activities in Turkey, travelers can immerse 

themselves in fascinating history, rich culture, and breathtaking natural beauty. 

Embark on an unforgettable spring adventure to Turkey, where warm sunshine 

illuminates ancient ruins, bustling bazaars, and crystal-clear waters. Experience Turkey 

at its best with carefully curated vacation packages that bundle flights, hotels, and 

guided tours, saving you time, money, and the hassle of planning every detail. 

In this guide, you’ll find everything you need to know about visiting Turkey in May, from 

weather by region and the best places to visit, to what to pack, things to do, and 

ready-made itineraries. 

Is May a Good Time To Visit Turkey? 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages


 

May is one of the best times to visit Turkey, offering an excellent balance of pleasant 

weather, fewer crowds, and rich seasonal experiences. As spring reaches its peak, 

travelers can explore Turkey’s cities, historical landmarks, and natural landscapes 

comfortably, before the high summer heat and peak tourist season begin. 

Here’s what makes spring a good time to visit Turkey: 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-turkey


●​ Ideal spring weather: Turkey in May has mild to warm temperatures across most 

regions, making it perfect for sightseeing, walking tours, and outdoor activities. 

●​ Fewer crowds: May is part of the shoulder season, so popular destinations like 

Istanbul, Cappadocia, and Ephesus are less crowded, allowing for a more relaxed 

and enjoyable visit. 

●​ Comfortable sightseeing conditions: Exploring ancient ruins, museums, and 

historic cities is easier in May due to moderate temperatures and longer daylight 

hours. 

●​ Blooming landscapes: Spring brings lush greenery and colorful flowers, 

enhancing the natural beauty of regions such as Cappadocia, Pamukkale, and the 

Aegean countryside, making it an ideal season for nature walks in Turkey. 

●​ Excellent outdoor activities: May offers great conditions for hot air balloon rides 

in Cappadocia, hiking, cycling, and scenic coastal walks. 

●​ Early beach season: Coastal areas like Antalya and the Aegean coast begin to 

warm up in May, allowing travelers to enjoy beach vacations in Turkey without the 

intense summer heat. 

●​ Better value for travelers: Visiting Turkey in May often means better hotel 

availability, more tour options, and lower prices compared to the peak summer 

months. 

●​ Cultural events and festivals: Several local festivals and national celebrations 

take place in May, giving travelers the chance to experience Turkish culture and 

traditions. 

For travelers seeking comfort, variety, and flexibility, May offers one of the most 

well-rounded travel experiences in Turkey. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/pamukkale
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/nature-walks
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/sightseeing-flights-in-goreme
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/sightseeing-flights-in-goreme
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/antalya
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/cultural-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/cultural-tours


Weather in Turkey in May: Regional 
Breakdown 

 

Turkey spans multiple climate zones, so the weather in May varies noticeably by region. 

Overall, May brings warming temperatures, longer daylight hours, and relatively low 

rainfall, making it one of the most comfortable months for travel across the country. 

Here’s a closer look at what to expect in different regions in Turkey in May. 



May Weather in Istanbul and the Marmara Region 

 

May is one of the best times to experience Istanbul, with pleasant temperatures and 

ideal conditions for walking tours and outdoor sightseeing. 

●​ Average daytime temperature: 64 F to 73 F (18 C to23 C) 

●​ Average evening temperature: 54 F to 59 F (12 C to 15C), cooler near the 

Bosphorus 

●​ Rainfall: Moderate but usually short, occasional spring showers 

●​ Daylight hours: Around 14 to 15 hours per day 

●​ Humidity: Moderate and comfortable 



What it feels like: Pleasant and fresh, ideal for long days and sightseeing. Parks and 

gardens are green, cafe culture is in full swing, and walking between attractions is 

comfortable. 

What to wear: Light layers, comfortable walking shoes, anda light jacket for evenings. 

Weather in the Aegean Coast in May 

 

The Aegean region (Bodrum, Cesme, Izmir) warms up nicely in May, offering excellent 

conditions for cultural sightseeing and coastal exploration. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/bodrum
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/cesme
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/izmir


●​ Average daytime temperatures: 68 F to 77 F (20 C to 25 C) 

●​ Average evening temperatures: 57F to 63 F (14 C to 17 C) 

●​ Rainfall: Low to moderate, decreasing as the month progresses 

●​ Daylight hours: Approximately 14 to 15 hours 

●​ Sea conditions: Cooler but suitable for early-season swimming 

What it feels like: Spring transitioning into summer. Warm days are often accompanied 

by light coastal breezes, keeping temperatures comfortable. 

Best for: Exploring ancient ruins, seaside towns, markets, and enjoying long outdoor 

meals by the sea. 

May Weather in the Mediterranean Coast and Antalya 



 

May marks the beginning of the beach season along the Mediterranean coast and in 

Antalya, with warmer temperatures and plenty of sunshine. 

●​ Average daytime temperatures: 72 F to 81 F (22 C to 27 C) 

●​ Average evening temperatures: 61 F to 66 F (16 C to 19 C) 

●​ Rainfall: Low, with mostly sunny days 

●​ Daylight hours: Around 14 to 15 hours 

●​ Sea temperature: Mild and increasingly swimmable 

What it feels like: Early summer conditions. Days are warm enough for the beach, while 

evenings remain comfortable for outdoor dining. 



Why it's great in May: You get beach-friendly weather without the intense heat and 

humidity of mid-summer. 

Weather in Cappadocia and Central Anatolia in May 

 

Cappadocia experiences cooler mornings and evenings in May, but daytime 

temperatures are comfortable for outdoor adventures. 

●​ Average daytime temperatures: 64 F to 77 F (18 C to 25 C) 

●​ Early morning temperatures: Can drop to 41 F to 50 F (5 C to 10 C) 



●​ Rainfall: Low to moderate, with mostly dry days 

●​ Daylight hours: Around 14 to 15 hours 

●​ Wind conditions: Generally calm, suitable for hot air balloon rides 

What it feels like: Crisp mornings followed by warm, sunny afternoons. The contrast 

between cool dawns and warmer days is especially noticeable. 

Travel tip: Bring a warm layer for sunrise viewpoints and hot air balloon rides, even 

though afternoons feel summery. 

Weather in Eastern Turkey in May 

 



Eastern Turkey enters spring later than most regions, with May marking the gradual shift 

from winter to greener, more accessible landscapes. 

●​ Average daytime temperatures: 54 F to 68 F (12 C to 20 C), depending on altitude 

●​ Evenings: Cold, especially early May 

●​ Rainfall: Variable, with melting snow contributing to greener landscapes 

●​ Daylight hours: Around 14 hours 

What it feels like: Still cool and unpredictable early in the month, but increasingly 

pleasant by late May. 

Best time to visit: Late May, when snow has mostly melted and nature is at its most 

vibrant. 

Overall weather takeaway in Turkey in May 

●​ Temperatures: Comfortable across most of the country 

●​ Rainfall: Generally manageable and less frequent than early spring 

●​ Daylight: Long days perfect for packed itineraries 

●​ Best regions for warmth: Mediterranean and southern Aegean coasts 

●​ Best regions for sightseeing: Istanbul, Cappadocia, and western Turkey 

In short, May offers some of the most balanced weather conditions in Turkey, making it 

ideal for travelers who want to explore multiple regions in one trip without extreme heat 

or weather disruptions. 

For more weather information, visit the official website of the Turkish State 

Meteorological Service. 

https://www.mgm.gov.tr/eng/forecast-cities.aspx
https://www.mgm.gov.tr/eng/forecast-cities.aspx


Best Places To Visit in Turkey in May 

 

Wondering where to go in Turkey in May? Spring is one of the best seasons to explore 

the top destinations in Turkey, as spring weather creates ideal conditions across much 

of the country. From historic cities and dramatic landscapes to sun-soaked coastlines, 

May allows you to experience the country without the intense heat or peak-season 

summer crowds. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations


Here are some of the best places to visit in Turkey in May. 

Istanbul in May 

 

May is often considered one of the best times to visit Istanbul, when you can explore the 

city at a relaxed pace and in comfortable temperatures. Spring brings fresh air and mild 

weather, making it easier to move between neighborhoods on foot without the fatigue 

that comes with summer heat. 

May is ideal for classic Istanbul city sightseeing tours, as top attractions such as Hagia 

Sophia, the Blue Mosque, Topkapi Palace, and the Grand Bazaar can be visited more 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/city-sightseeing-tours-in-istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/hagia-sophia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/hagia-sophia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/the-blue-mosque
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/topkapi-palace-museum
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/grand-bazaar


comfortably before peak summer crowds arrive. Parks like Gulhane and Emirgan are 

lush and colorful, offering peaceful breaks between historic districts and viewpoints. 

For a deeper understanding of the city, a private guided tour of Istanbul works especially 

well in May. 

 

Evenings are one of the highlights of visiting Istanbul in May, thanks to extended 

daylight and cooler temperatures along the water. Experiences like a Bosphorus dinner 

cruise and show are particularly enjoyable this time of year, when gentle breezes and 

clear skies enhance views of the city’s illuminated skyline. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/gulhane-park
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/emirgan-park
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/best-of-istanbul-1-2-or-3-day-private-guided-istanbul-tour
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-istanbul-in-may
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/istanbul-bosphorus-dinner-cruise-and-show-with-private-table
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/istanbul-bosphorus-dinner-cruise-and-show-with-private-table


Daytime Istanbul sailing tours are equally pleasant and less hectic than in midsummer. 

Visiting major mosques earlier in the day helps avoid prayer-time closures, and planning 

key sights for mornings allows for quieter, more immersive experiences. With thoughtful 

timing, May offers one of the most balanced ways to experience Istanbul’s history, 

culture, and daily life. 

Cappadocia in May 

 

Visiting Cappadocia is one of the highlights of Turkey in May, when the region feels 

fresh, green, and full of life. Valleys such as Love Valley, Pigeon Valley, and Rose Valley 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/sailing-tours-in-istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/pigeon-valley


are at their most colorful, with spring wildflowers softening the dramatic volcanic 

landscape. The mild daytime temperatures make exploring feel unhurried and 

comfortable. 

Mornings are cooler, which creates ideal conditions for sunrise experiences and 

panoramic viewpoints. This is a popular time for a Cappadocia hot air balloon ride with 

a champagne breakfast, as clearer skies and longer daylight hours often allow for 

memorable flights, though schedules remain weather-dependent. 

 

Daytime sightseeing is especially rewarding, with sites like the Goreme Open-Air 

Museum, Kaymakli Underground City, and Uchisar Castle easy to explore without the 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-balloon-ride-and-champagne-breakfast
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-balloon-ride-and-champagne-breakfast
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/gobeklitepe
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/gobeklitepe


intense summer heat. A small-group Cappadocia green tour is a practical way to cover 

multiple valleys and historical sites efficiently, while still allowing time to enjoy the 

scenery at a relaxed pace. 

As the day winds down, experiences like a Cappadocia sunset ATV tour offer a different 

perspective of the landscape, with cooler evening air and golden light enhancing the 

terrain. 

For travelers who prefer flexibility or deeper insight, a full-day private Cappadocia tour 

allows for customized timing. It's particularly helpful when navigating busy sites or 

adjusting plans around occasional balloon cancellations due to wind conditions. 

Antalya, Kas, & the Turquoise Coast in May 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/green-south-tour-cappadocia-small-group
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-sunset-atv-tour
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-full-day-private-cappadocia-tour


 

The Turquoise Coast is one of the most rewarding regions to visit in Turkey in May, 

when the Mediterranean climate feels warm but not overwhelming. Coastal towns such 

as Antalya, Kas, and Fethiye enjoy sunny days, low humidity, and comfortably cool 

evenings, making this period especially pleasant for slow-paced travel and outdoor 

activities. 

In May, the sea begins to warm, and boat trips return in full swing. Kas is an excellent 

base for a relaxed 5-day beach holiday on the Turquoise Coast, with easy access to 

crystal-clear coves and quieter beaches. Experiences like the Kekova Island Sunken City 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/kas
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/fethiye
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations/5-days-in-kas
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/shared-kekova-and-sunken-city-tour-from-kas-harbor-with-lunch


boat tour are particularly enjoyable this time of year, as visibility is good and boats are 

less crowded than later in summer. 

 

Antalya, on the other hand, offers a more dynamic coastal experience and works well for 

a one-week beach holiday. Beyond the beaches, travelers can explore the historic 

streets of Kaleici, visit nearby waterfalls, or join a comprehensive Antalya old city tour to 

see the region from multiple perspectives. 

Most attractions operate on regular schedules in May, though some beach clubs may 

open gradually as the month progresses. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/shared-kekova-and-sunken-city-tour-from-kas-harbor-with-lunch
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations/8-days-in-antalya
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/antalya-full-day-city-tour-with-waterfalls-and-cable-car


For those who enjoy combining relaxation with adventure, May is also a great time for 

outdoor excursions before peak-season heat sets in. Activities such as ziplining, rafting, 

and off-road safaris in Antalya are more comfortable in spring temperatures and often 

have better availability. 

Planning activities for mornings or late afternoons helps avoid midday sun, while 

evenings are perfect for waterfront dining in seaside towns. 

Aegean Coast & Ephesus in May 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/antalya-ziplining-rafting-jeep-tour-and-quad-safari-w-lunch
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/antalya-ziplining-rafting-jeep-tour-and-quad-safari-w-lunch


The Aegean Coast is one of the most rewarding regions to explore in Turkey in May, 

when spring weather creates ideal conditions for cultural sightseeing and slow coastal 

travel. Days are warm but comfortable, allowing visitors to enjoy both outdoor 

attractions and relaxed town life without the intensity of the summer season. 

Ancient landmarks are best visited during May in Turkey, especially world-famous sites 

like Ephesus. A guided Ephesus and House of Mary tour allows you to explore the ruins, 

religious sites, and surrounding countryside efficiently while avoiding long queues. Early 

mornings are best for visiting, as sites remain uncrowded and temperatures are cooler. 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/private-best-of-ephesus-tour-from-kusadasi


Further south, Pamukkale is particularly enjoyable in May, before peak-season crowds 

arrive. The Pamukkale Hierapolis and Cleopatra's Pool tour from Antalya combines 

natural terraces with Roman ruins and thermal waters. Note that Cleopatra’s Pool may 

have occasional maintenance closures, so checking availability in advance is 

recommended. 

Coastal towns add a slower rhythm to the region. Enjoy seaside cafes, scenic 

promenades, and gentle boat excursions such as an all-inclusive Marmaris boat trip. 

You can also opt for a relaxed day trip to Bodrum to explore its marina, castle, and old 

town. 

In May, many businesses are fully open, while crowds remain manageable, making it 

easier to experience local life at a comfortable pace. 

Best Things To Do in Turkey in May 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/pamukkale-tour-1
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/all-inclusive-marmaris-boat-trip-with-lunch-unlimited-drinks
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/from-kos-independent-day-trip-to-bodrum


 

May is an ideal month to experience Turkey’s highlights, with mild spring weather 

creating comfortable conditions for both sightseeing and outdoor activities. From 

exploring historic cities and ancient sites to enjoying nature and the early beach season, 

May allows you to see more and move at an easy pace across the country. 

Here are the best things to do in Turkey in May. 

Explore Turkish Cities Comfortably in Spring 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/top-things-to-do/in-turkey


 

May offers ideal conditions for exploring Turkish cities on foot, with mild temperatures 

and long daylight hours for a comfortable sightseeing experience. Walking through 

historic neighborhoods, markets, and waterfront areas feels relaxed compared to the 

hotter summer months. 

Beyond Istanbul, cities such as Izmir, Bursa, and Ankara are especially pleasant in May. 

Izmir combines a coastal atmosphere with easy access to ancient sites like Ephesus, 

while Bursa offers Ottoman architecture, historic mosques, and green parks. Ankara 

provides museums and cultural landmarks that are easier to explore before the summer 

heat sets in. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/walking-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/bursa
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/ankara


 

Cultural attractions and museums are generally fully open in May, though some sites 

may close earlier in the evening before peak season begins. Visiting major landmarks 

earlier in the day helps avoid crowds and allows time to explore surrounding districts. 

For travelers looking to go beyond city centers, car rentals make it easy to plan road 

trips in Turkey, whether visiting nearby towns, archaeological sites, or countryside areas. 

May’s mild weather and lighter traffic create favorable conditions for short road trips 

and day trips across Turkey. 

Take a Hot Air Balloon Ride in Cappadocia in May 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-car-rental
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/road-trips
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/road-trips
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/guided-day-trips


 

Cappadocia is one of the standout destinations in Turkey in May, when spring weather 

creates favorable conditions for outdoor experiences. Mild daytime temperatures and 

clear mornings make the region especially appealing for visitors planning hot air balloon 

rides in Turkey, as well as sightseeing across its unique landscapes. 

A Goreme hot air balloon flight at sunrise is a highlight for many travelers, offering wide 

views over valleys, rock formations, and villages as the light changes throughout the 

morning. The popular Goreme hot air balloon flight over Fairychimneys showcases 

Cappadocia’s distinctive terrain at its most colorful, with greener landscapes than later 

in the summer. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/hot-air-balloon-rides
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/hot-air-balloon-rides
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-goreme-hot-air-balloon-flight-at-sunrise
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-goreme-hot-air-balloon-flight-over-fairychimneys


Balloon flights always depend on wind conditions and may be canceled on short notice, 

so it is best to plan flexibility into your schedule and book early, especially in May. 

Dressing in layers is recommended, as mornings can be cool before temperatures rise 

later in the day. 

Enjoy Turkey’s Natural Landscapes in May 

 

Spring conditions make May one of the most comfortable times for outdoor activities in 

Turkey. Mild temperatures and longer daylight hours allow for more time outdoors 

without the heat and humidity common later in the summer. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/other-outdoor-activities
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/other-outdoor-activities


Cappadocia is particularly well-suited for spring hiking, with well-marked trails through 

Love Valley, Pigeon Valley, and Red Valley. A guided sunset hiking tour in Cappadocia's 

Rose Valley is a popular option in May, as cooler evening temperatures and soft light 

enhance both comfort and scenery. 

Along the southwest coast, the Lycian Way is one of Turkey’s most scenic long-distance 

routes. A multi-day hiking tour through Turkey's Lycian Way offers a mix of coastal 

paths, mountain terrain, and archaeological sites such as Patara and Olympos. May in 

Turkey presents the ideal conditions before summer heat and crowds increase, though 

some higher sections can still be breezy. 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-rose-valley-guided-hiking-tour
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/cappadocia-rose-valley-guided-hiking-tour
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/hiking-turkey-s-lycian-way


For travelers interested in protected landscapes, national park tours in Turkey are more 

accessible in May as seasonal closures lift. Parks such as Koprulu Canyon National 

Park and Mount Nemrut National Park reopen fully, offering hiking routes, viewpoints, 

and nature-focused excursions without peak-season congestion. 

When planning hiking tours in Turkey in May, it’s best to start early in the day and check 

local conditions, as spring weather can vary by region. Wearing layered clothing, 

carrying water, and confirming park access or trail conditions in advance helps ensure a 

smoother experience, especially in remote or higher-altitude areas. 

Start the Beach Season Early in Turkey in May 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/national-parks
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/koprulu-canyon
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/attractions/details/koprulu-canyon
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/hiking-tours


May marks Turkey’s transition into beach season, offering warm but comfortable 

conditions along much of the coastline. Sunbathing is pleasant throughout the month, 

while swimming becomes more appealing toward late May as sea temperatures 

gradually rise. 

The Mediterranean coast warms up faster than other regions, making it especially 

suitable for early beach time during May in Turkey. Areas around Antalya offer long 

stretches of sand and calm waters, and a two-week beach vacation in Antalya allows 

you to enjoy the coast before peak summer crowds arrive. 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations/15-days-in-antalya


Boat excursions and light water activities in Turkey also begin to pick up in May. A 

Suluada Island small-group boat tour is a popular option for clear waters and quiet 

coves, while short beach trips along the coast allow visitors to combine relaxation with 

sightseeing. 

While most beaches are accessible in May, some seasonal beach clubs and facilities 

may still be opening, particularly early in the month. Checking local conditions in 

advance and planning activities for late May helps travelers make the most of beach 

vacations in Turkey without the intensity of high season. 

Festivals and Events in Turkey in May 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/boat-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/water-activities
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/details/antalya-kemer-suluada-island-small-group-boat-tour-w-lunch
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/beach-trips
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations


 

Turkey in May comes alive with various festivals and local events that will surely leave 

attendees in awe. From cultural festivals to music festivals, these events provide a lively 

atmosphere that highlights and celebrates Turkey’s diverse culture and rich history. 

Here are some of the notable festivals you can experience in Turkey in May. 

Hidirellez Celebration 



 

Hidirellez is a traditional spring festival celebrated across Turkey in May, marking the 

seasonal transition into warmer weather and the renewal of nature. Observed in early 

May, the festival has roots in ancient Anatolian, Central Asian, and Balkan traditions and 

is associated with beliefs related to fertility, health, and good fortune. 

Celebrations typically include community gatherings, music, and dancing, along with 

symbolic rituals such as lighting bonfires, making wishes, and preparing shared meals. 

Events take place in public spaces, parks, and neighborhoods in both urban and rural 

areas, and while activities are informal, participation follows long-standing customs that 

vary by region. 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/spring-celebration-hdrellez-01284


International Bodrum Dance Festival 

 

The International Bodrum Dance Festival is held annually in the coastal town of Bodrum 

in Turkey in May and features dance groups and performers from a range of countries. 

The festival focuses on both traditional and contemporary dance styles, with an 

emphasis on cultural exchange and artistic collaboration. 

Events typically include scheduled performances, open-air shows, workshops, and 

judged competitions held at various venues around Bodrum. Many performances take 

https://www.facebook.com/BodrumDanceFestival


place outdoors, and programs may vary by year, so checking dates and locations in 

advance is recommended, particularly for workshops or ticketed events. 

Ataturk Remembrance Day (Commemoration of Ataturk, 
Youth and Sports Day) 

 

Atatürk Remembrance Day is observed nationwide on May 19 and is one of the most 

important national holidays in Turkey in May. The day commemorates Mustafa Kemal 

Atatürk’s arrival in Samsun in 1919, an event regarded as the starting point of the 



Turkish War of Independence, and highlights the importance of youth in the country’s 

future. 

Celebrations typically include official ceremonies, wreath-laying events, and moments of 

remembrance, alongside youth-led sports competitions, marches, and cultural 

performances. Schools, universities, and stadiums play a central role in the 

observances, while large cities often host public concerts and organized events. 

Some government offices and institutions may close or operate on limited hours, but 

public transportation usually runs as scheduled, and city centers remain active 

throughout the day. 

Istanbul Conquest Day 



 

Istanbul Conquest Day, observed on May 29, commemorates the Ottoman conquest of 

Constantinople in 1453, a pivotal moment in the city’s history. It's one of the most 

historically significant events in Turkey in May, with a strong focus on Istanbul’s cultural 

and architectural heritage. 

The day is marked by public ceremonies, historical reenactments, exhibitions, and 

events held near key landmarks such as the Theodosian city walls and surrounding 

districts. This period is well-suited for historical tours in Istanbul, particularly those 

exploring Byzantine and Ottoman-era sites, though increased crowds and temporary 

road closures in central areas are common. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/historical-tours-in-istanbul


Planning activities earlier in the day and allowing extra time for movement through 

historic neighborhoods can help ensure a smoother experience. 

Mesir Paste Festival 

 

The Mesir Paste Festival is held annually in Manisa during May and is rooted in a 

centuries-old tradition associated with health, healing, and local folklore. The festival 

commemorates the distribution of mesir macunu, a spiced herbal paste traditionally 

prepared with dozens of ingredients and historically believed to promote well-being. 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/mesir-macunu-festival-00642
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/destinations/manisa


As one of the longstanding spring festivals in Turkey in May, the event includes official 

ceremonies, parades, and cultural performances centered around the Sultan Mosque 

and its surroundings. 

During the festival, portions of the paste are traditionally distributed from the mosque, 

and related events provide insight into regional customs and historical practices outside 

Turkey’s major tourist centers. 

What To Pack for Turkey in May 

 



Packing for Turkey in May requires a balance between light clothing and a few warmer 

layers. Spring weather is generally mild across the country, but temperatures can vary by 

region and between daytime and evenings, especially in inland and higher-altitude areas. 

Essentials Spring Packing List for All Regions in Turkey 

●​ Comfortable walking shoes 

●​ Light jacket or sweater 

●​ Breathable tops and trousers 

●​ Compact rain jacket or umbrella 

●​ Scarf or shawl (for mosque visits) 

Packing for Istanbul in May 

●​ Stylish but comfortable outfits 

●​ Layers for evenings 

Packing for Cappadocia in May 

●​ Warmer layer for mornings 

●​ Closed shoes for hiking 

Packing for Coastal Areas in Turkey in May 

●​ Light summer clothes 

●​ Swimwear 

●​ Sun protection 



●​ Light jacket for breezy nights 

Sample Turkey in May Itineraries 

 

Traveling through Turkey in May allows for flexible itineraries thanks to mild weather, 

longer days, and good transport connections. The following sample routes offer 

different travel styles, from short highlight trips to slower-paced journeys covering 

multiple regions. 



Here are samples of the best itineraries in Turkey in May. 

7-Day Itinerary in Turkey in May 

 

This one-week sample itinerary features classic Turkish highlights and is ideal for 

first-time visits, limited time, and short city breaks in Turkey in May. 

●​ Days 1–3: Istanbul: Explore historic landmarks such as Hagia Sophia, Topkapi 

Palace, and the Grand Bazaar, with time for neighborhoods and a Bosphorus 

cruise. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-itineraries
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks


●​ Days 4–6: Cappadocia: Visit Goreme Open-Air Museum, explore valleys, and plan 

a hot air balloon ride if weather conditions allow. 

●​ Day 7: Return or buffer day: Use this day for travel flexibility or a final activity 

before departure. 

Best for: Short trips focused on Turkey’s most iconic destinations. 

10-Day Itinerary in Turkey in May 

 

With 10 days in Turkey, travelers can enjoy a mix of sightseeing and relaxation. 



●​ Istanbul (3 days): Combine major sights with food and drink experiences, as well 

as Istanbul neighborhoods tours. 

●​ Cappadocia (3 days): Balance outdoor activities with cultural attractions and 

scenic viewpoints. 

●​ Antalya or Kas (3–4 days): Enjoy coastal scenery, ancient ruins, and early beach 

season along the Mediterranean. 

Best for: Those seeking a balance of cities, history, and coastal time in May in Turkey. 

14-Day Itinerary Spring Itinerary in Turkey 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/food-drink-experiences-in-istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/neighborhood-tours-in-istanbul


This itinerary is designed for slower travel and regional variety when exploring Turkey in 

May. 

●​ Istanbul: Start with cultural tours and historical highlights. 

●​ Cappadocia: Continue inland for landscapes, hiking, and ballooning or 

sightseeing flights. 

●​ Mediterranean Coast: Spend time in Antalya or nearby coastal towns. 

●​ Aegean Coast or Ephesus: Explore ancient ruins and seaside towns before 

returning via Istanbul. 

Best for: Longer stays focused on variety, regional depth, and relaxed pacing. 

Transport and Travel-Time Tips When Exploring Turkey in 
May 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/cultural-tours-in-istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/historical-tours-in-istanbul
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/sightseeing-flights-in-cappadocia


 

Make the most of your visit with these transport tips for a more efficient visit to Turkey 

in May. 

●​ Domestic flights save time: Flying between major hubs such as Istanbul, 

Cappadocia (Kayseri or Nevsehir), and coastal cities is the fastest option. Most 

flights within Turkey take 1 to 1.5 hours and are frequent in May. 

●​ Allow buffer time for Cappadocia: Hot air balloon flights depend on weather 

conditions, so planning Cappadocia stays early in the itinerary or allowing an 

extra morning improves flexibility. 

●​ Use trains and buses selectively: High-speed trains are a practical option for 

routes like Istanbul to Ankara, while long-distance bus services provide reliable, 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-flights
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/bus-services


though slower, cross-country connections. Public transportation tickets in Turkey 

can be purchased in advance or on the day of travel. 

●​ Coastal regions benefit from car travel: Small car rentals in Turkey are practical 

for exploring the Mediterranean and Aegean coasts, where distances between 

beaches, ruins, and towns are short and public transport is limited. 

●​ Plan transfers with geography in mind: Group destinations by region to reduce 

backtracking on longer routes that combine Istanbul, Cappadocia, and coastal 

areas. In some cases, private transfers in Turkey offer a more direct and 

time-efficient option. 

Visiting Turkey in May: Final Travel 
Insights 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/public-transportation-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-car-rental/small-car
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/private-transfers


 

Turkey in May offers one of the most balanced travel experiences of the year, combining 

comfortable spring weather, manageable crowds, and full access to the country’s major 

sights and activities. From historic cities and ancient ruins to coastal landscapes and 

outdoor adventures, May allows for flexible itineraries across multiple regions. 

As shown throughout this guide, May in Turkey is well-suited for both first-time visits 

and longer, multi-region trips. Mild temperatures support sightseeing, hiking, and 

cultural exploration, while the early beach season and active festival calendar add 

variety without the intensity of peak summer travel. 



For those comparing seasons, many consider May to be one of the best times to visit 

Turkey, especially when weighing weather, crowd levels, and overall value. While Turkey 

in June brings warmer temperatures and a busier atmosphere, May offers similar 

access to experiences with a more relaxed pace and fewer logistical pressures. 

Whether planning a short city-focused trip or a longer journey covering coastlines and 

inland regions, May provides the conditions to explore Turkey comfortably and 

efficiently. With thoughtful planning, it's a month that brings together climate, culture, 

and accessibility in a way few other seasons can match. 

FAQs About Visiting Turkey in May 

Here are some frequently asked questions about visiting Turkey in May. 

What is the weather like in Turkey in May? 

May weather in Turkey is generally mild and pleasant, with warmer temperatures and 

longer daylight hours across most regions. Istanbul and the Marmara Region typically 

see daytime temperatures of around 64 F to 73 F (18 C to 23 C), with cooler evenings 

and occasional short spring showers. 

Along the Aegean Coast, daytime temperatures range from 68 F to 77 F (20 C to 25 C), 

while the Mediterranean coast and Antalya are warmer at around 72 F to 81 F (22 C to 

27 C), making early beach days possible. Cappadocia and Central Anatolia have cooler 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-turkey
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-turkey
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-turkey-in-june
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-turkey-in-june


mornings, sometimes as low as 41 F to 50 F (5 C to 10 C), but warm up comfortably 

during the day. 

Overall rainfall is moderate and manageable, making May one of the most comfortable 

months for travel across Turkey. 

Where are the best places to visit in Turkey in May? 

Some of the best places to visit in Turkey in May include Istanbul for cultural 

sightseeing, Cappadocia for landscapes and hot air balloon rides, the Aegean coast for 

ancient ruins like Ephesus, and the Mediterranean coast for early beach season. These 

regions offer comfortable conditions before peak summer crowds arrive. 

Is it possible to swim in Turkey in May? 

Swimming is possible in May, particularly toward the end of the month. The 

Mediterranean coast warms up faster than the Aegean, making destinations such as 

Antalya and the Turquoise Coast more suitable for early-season swimming. Sea 

temperatures can still feel cool earlier in May, in which case shore excursions offer a 

good alternative for enjoying a beach day without entering the water, with conditions 

improving as the month progresses. 

How crowded is Turkey in May? 

Crowds in May are moderate. Popular destinations such as Istanbul, Cappadocia, and 

coastal towns are busier than early spring but significantly less crowded than June, July, 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/shore-excursions


and August. Booking accommodations and popular tours in advance is recommended, 

especially around public holidays. 

Are tours and attractions open in Turkey in May? 

Yes, nearly all attractions, tours, and experiences in Turkey are fully open in May, with a 

wide range of sightseeing passes and museum tickets widely available. Spring tours in 

Turkey operate on full schedules. 

Attractions such as aquariums and zoos are open, with aquarium tickets and zoo tickets 

being especially suitable for those exploring with kids or families, including options 

offered through family tours in Turkey. Some seasonal beach clubs may still be opening 

early in the month, but overall availability is high. 

What should I pack for a trip to Turkey in May? 

Packing for Turkey in May should include light clothing for warm days, layers for cooler 

mornings and evenings, comfortable walking shoes, and a light jacket. Swimwear is 

useful for coastal destinations, and a scarf or shawl is recommended for mosque visits. 

Is May better than June for visiting Turkey? 

Many people prefer May over June because it offers similar weather conditions with 

fewer crowds and slightly lower prices. Turkey in June is warmer and busier, especially 

in coastal areas, while May provides a more relaxed pace for sightseeing and travel 

between regions. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/sightseeing-passes
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/museum-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/spring-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/spring-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/aquarium-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/zoo-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/turkey/best-tours-and-tickets/family-tours


Can I visit multiple regions in Turkey in May? 

Yes, May is ideal for multi-region trips. Comfortable weather and good transport 

connections make it easy to combine destinations such as Istanbul, Cappadocia, the 

Mediterranean coast, and the Aegean region in one itinerary without extreme heat or 

weather disruptions. 
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