
Italy in December: Weather, Christmas Markets, & Things 
To Do 

Find out why Italy in December is a must-visit destination. Italy is a captivating blend of 

winter charm, festive energy, and timeless beauty. Cities glow with Christmas lights, 

mountain towns sparkle under fresh snow, and coastal villages feel peacefully quiet.  

Visiting Italy in December reveals a different rhythm with fewer crowds, cozy cafes, and 

markets filled with seasonal specialties. Many of the top and most affordable tours and 

experiences in Italy are even more enjoyable at a slower winter pace, making this 

season one of the best times to plan your trip to Italy. 

Maximize your visit by choosing from the best vacation packages in Italy that let you 

customize your experience based on your preferences.  

Traveling to the country is convenient, with cheap flights to Italy in December available 

from major cities worldwide. If you’re coming from Europe, secure your train tickets to 

Italy for a more scenic journey. 

This guide highlights practical tips for planning your winter getaway, including things to 

do, weather, and more. With smart planning and insider insight, Italy in December 

becomes not just a dream destination but an accessible one.  

Why Visit Italy in December 
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December in Italy is a month of contrasts: snowy peaks in the north, sunny southern 

coastlines, and cozy indoor cafes everywhere. It’s a quieter time to explore iconic cities, 

enjoy winter sports in the Dolomites, or savor seasonal Italian cuisine without the 

summer crowds. 

Here are some of the reasons why you should visit Italy in December: 



●​ Festive atmosphere: Cities and towns light up with Christmas decorations, 
nativity scenes, and seasonal markets, creating an enchanting holiday vibe. 

●​ Fewer crowds: Popular Italian attractions and destinations are much less 
crowded, allowing for a more relaxed and intimate travel experience. 

●​ Winter cuisine: Food and drink experiences in Italy in December let you enjoy 
hearty seasonal dishes, including truffles, roasted chestnuts, and rich Italian 
desserts that are perfect for colder weather. 

●​ Scenic beauty: Snow-dusted mountains, serene lakes, and quiet countryside 
landscapes provide breathtaking views and photography opportunities. 

●​ Cultural events: Italy in December hosts various festivals, concerts, and holiday 
traditions, giving travelers an authentic taste of Italian heritage. 

●​ Shopping opportunities: Christmas markets and boutique stores offer unique 
gifts, artisan crafts, and festive souvenirs. 

Visiting Italy in December combines the magic of the holidays with the charm of Italian 

culture, making it an unforgettable winter getaway. 

Weather in Italy in December: Regional 
Breakdown 
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December in Italy brings a wide range of climates depending on where you travel. From 

snow-covered mountains in the north to milder coastal regions in the south, the weather 

can vary dramatically.  

Here’s a breakdown of the average weather in Italy in December for each region. 

Northern Italy in December 



 

Northern Italy (Milan, Venice, and the Alpine resorts) is cold during December, with snow 

in the mountains and fog in the cities. 

●​ Temperatures: Highs 43 F  to 48 F (6 C to 9 C), lows 32 F to 36 F (0 C to 2 C) 
●​ Conditions: Cold and often foggy; snow is common in the Alps and Dolomites. 
●​ Daylight hours: ~8.5 hours 
●​ Other Details: Ski season is in full swing in mountain resorts, making it perfect for 

winter sports and ski trips in Italy. 

Central Italy in December 
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Central Italy, covering Florence, Rome, and Tuscany, experiences cool and occasionally 

rainy weather during December in Italy. 

●​ Temperatures: Highs 50 F to 55 F (10 C to 13 C), lows 37 F to 41 F (3 C to 5 C) 
●​ Conditions: Cool with intermittent rain; occasional fog in inland areas 
●​ Daylight hours: ~9 hours 
●​ Other details: Cities are less crowded than in summer, making December ideal for 

Italian city sightseeing tours and cultural experiences. 

Southern Italy in December 
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Southern Italy (Naples, the Amalfi Coast, and Sicily) enjoys milder winter weather 

compared to the north. 

●​ Temperatures: Highs 55 F to 61 F (13 C to 16 C), lows 43 F to 48 F (6 C to 9 C) 
●​ Conditions: Mild with occasional rain, wetter along the coast 
●​ Daylight Hours: ~9.5 hours 
●​ Other details: December is a quieter time to explore coastal towns, enjoy 

seasonal cuisine, and take scenic winter walks 

For more weather information, visit Meteo Italia’s official website. 

https://www.meteo.it/


Italy in December: Costs, Crowds, and 
Travel Logistics 

 

Visiting Italy in December can be both budget-friendly and festive, depending on when 

you go. 



Early December offers excellent value and calmer streets. Meanwhile, the holiday period 

from Christmas to Epiphany brings lively celebrations, higher prices, and increased 

demand for transportation, accommodation, and activities.  

Understanding how travel logistics shift throughout December in Italy will help you plan 

a smooth and enjoyable winter getaway. 

Early December in Italy: Lower Prices and Quieter Cities 

 



The first half of the month is ideal for travelers seeking comfort and good value. Hotels 

in Florence, Bologna, and Turin offer attractive prices and a relaxed atmosphere before 

the holiday rush. 

●​ Hotels and flights are typically more affordable. 
●​ Crowds are minimal at museums, landmarks, and Christmas markets. 
●​ Many experiences in Italy are easier to book and may offer off-peak deals. 
●​ This is a great time to secure accommodations in Italy in some of the top places 

to stay in the country without holiday surcharges. 

Christmas Week in Italy: Busy, Festive, and High Demand 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/in-florence
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/in-florence
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/in-bologna
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/in-turin
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/discover/best-places-to-stay
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/discover/best-places-to-stay


From around December 20 to December 31, Italy becomes vibrantly festive. Cities like 

Rome, Venice, Florence, Naples, and Milan draw both domestic and international 

visitors. 

●​ Hotels and flights increase to peak-season prices. 
●​ Popular attractions and Christmas markets can be crowded. 
●​ Museums, guided tours, and train tickets should be booked weeks in advance. 
●​ Transfers and transportation in Italy are in high demand, especially for airport 

shuttles and long-distance trains. 

New Year and Epiphany in Italy: Celebratory but Busy 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/transfers-and-transportation


Between New Year’s Eve and Epiphany (January 6), Italy continues to celebrate. Expect 

a lively atmosphere filled with concerts, special events, and traditional festivities. 

●​ Accommodation prices remain high until after January 6. 
●​ Many cities host fireworks, concerts, and religious celebrations. 
●​ Seasonal tours and experiences, such as holiday food tours, opera nights, and 

festive light walks, are extremely popular. 
●​ After January 6, prices drop and crowds thin significantly. 

Transportation Tips for December in Italy 

 



Getting around Italy in December is convenient if you plan ahead, especially during the 

holiday peak when transportation fills up quickly. 

●​ Train services operate normally most of the month but may run reduced 
schedules on major holidays. 

●​ Securing your public transportation tickets in Italy early is recommended for 
long-distance travel. 

●​ Booking airport transfers ahead of time helps avoid long waits during Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve. 

●​ Using rental cars in Italy can be a good option in rural regions or smaller towns, 
though winter conditions require extra caution in the north. 

●​ Local metro, tram, and bus systems in major cities remain reliable even during 
busy holiday periods. 

Smart Booking Tips when Visiting Italy in December 
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To enjoy your December trip to the fullest, take advantage of top travel services in Italy 

for hotels, transportation, and experiences so you have everything you need for a 

seamless holiday. 

●​ Book hotels, trains, and guided activities early if traveling between December 20 
and January 6. 

●​ Consider staying in Italian hostels and guesthouses for better room availability 
and lower prices. 

●​ Plan museum visits earlier in the day to avoid crowds. 
●​ Use a mix of trains, rental cars, and pre-booked transfers to navigate the country 

efficiently. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy
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Best Places To Visit in Italy in December 

 

Italy in December offers a remarkable mix of festive cities, snow-covered mountain 

towns, and mild coastal escapes. From world-famous Christmas markets in the north to 

warm cultural experiences in the south, the season highlights some of the top 

destinations in Italy for winter travel.  

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations


Here are some of the best places to visit in Italy in December for travelers seeking 

atmosphere, culture, and seasonal charm. 

Cortina d’Ampezzo in December 

 

Cortina d’Ampezzo is one of the most iconic Alpine towns and a magical place to 

experience Italy in December. Surrounded by the dramatic Dolomites, it offers a blend of 

natural beauty and upscale charm.  

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations/cortina-d-ampezzo


In December, you’ll be welcomed by festive lights, crisp mountain air, and an elegant 

winter atmosphere that feels both vibrant and serene. The town is famous for its 

exceptional ski terrain, making it ideal for memorable ski trips in Cortina d’Ampezzo.  

Consider a 5-day ski trip to Cortina d’Ampezzo to enjoy a mix of skiing, snowboarding, 

and scenic winter hiking. With slopes suited to all levels, the area provides breathtaking 

landscapes and a classic Alpine skiing experience. 

Beyond the slopes, Cortina offers stylish boutiques, gourmet restaurants, and cozy 

mountain lodges perfect for unwinding. The relaxed apres-ski culture makes it easy to 

enjoy longer stays, including a one-week ski trip in Cortina d’Ampezzo.  

With its blend of winter sports, luxury, and snowy charm, Cortina remains one of Italy’s 

top winter destinations. 

Bolzano in December 
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Often called the “Christmas Capital” of Italy, Bolzano is one of the most enchanting 

places to experience in December.  

Its historic center transforms into a festive village filled with lights and wooden stalls. 

Exploring is easy with activities like the Bolzano scavenger hunt and highlights 

self-guided tour, revealing its hidden corners and cultural sites. 

The city’s Christmas market is the largest in Italy and a major attraction for 

holidaymakers. You can browse handcrafted ornaments, regional treats, and steaming 

cups of mulled wine. Join the Bolzano street food and Christmas market tour to explore 

the city and its festive markets.  
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Bolzano’s location in the Dolomites also makes it ideal for winter nature lovers. 

Snow-covered mountains surround the town, offering beautiful trails and peaceful 

Alpine scenery. For a more immersive experience, try the hidden Dolomites private tour 

in Bolzano to explore secluded villages and panoramic viewpoints.  

Venice in December 

 

Venice in December feels like wandering through a living storybook. The usual crowds 

fade, leaving you free to enjoy St. Mark’s Square, the Rialto Bridge, and quiet canals 

wrapped in soft winter light. Mist drifts across the lagoon, turning familiar sights into 
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something dreamlike and wonderfully still, making December one of the best times to 

visit Venice. 

In December, Venice glows with festive charm, from sparkling lights to cozy holiday 

markets tucked between ancient streets. Joining Venice Christmas tours reveals 

traditions, hidden corners, and seasonal treats that bring the city’s winter magic to life.  

December adds warmth not through weather, but through atmosphere. Nothing 

captures this charm more than a Grand Canal gondola ride in Venice.  

With calm water, gentle echoes, and shimmering reflections, the experience feels 

intimate and cinematic. Paired with quiet cafes and candlelit evenings, Venice becomes 

a winter escape unlike any other in Italy in December. 

Florence in December 
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Florence embraces winter with a mix of elegance and festive warmth, making it a 

must-visit in Italy in December. Sparkling lights drape Renaissance streets, Christmas 

markets fill Piazza Santa Croce, and cozy trattorias (eateries) serve hearty Tuscan 

dishes perfect for winter evenings.  

For many, this season is secretly one of the best times to visit Florence. Visitors can join 

Christmas tours in Florence to explore illuminated squares and local traditions. 

With fewer crowds, museums like the Uffizi and Accademia feel calm and immersive, 

ideal for art lovers. For those interested in history, a separate Renaissance & Medici 
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tales tour in Florence offers a deeper look into the city’s powerful families and artistic 

legacy. 

December also offers wonderful opportunities to explore beyond the city. A Tuscany day 

trip from Florence reveals rolling hills, winter vineyards, and medieval villages glowing 

with seasonal charm. Paired with Florence’s culture, cuisine, and festive mood, the city 

becomes an unforgettable destination for a winter getaway. 

Rome in December 
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Rome in December is a striking blend of ancient history, glowing holiday lights, and lively 

seasonal traditions. Vatican City showcases elaborate nativity scenes and hosts the 

iconic midnight Mass, while neighborhoods like Monti and Trastevere shimmer with 

decorations. This festive calm makes December one of the best times to visit Rome. 

Holiday experiences come alive through local festivities, music, and markets scattered 

across the city. Join Rome Christmas tours to explore illuminated piazzas, historic 

churches, and vibrant seasonal displays. For a more intimate experience, a small-group 

Christmas walking tour in Rome reveals hidden streets, local stories, and the city’s 

unique winter charm. 

Beyond the holiday ambiance, Rome offers quieter museums, cozy trattorias, and 

pleasant daytime temperatures ideal for sightseeing. From ancient ruins to lively cafes, 

the city feels both relaxed and celebratory. 

With its mix of culture, tradition, and festive beauty, Rome in December stands out as 

one of Italy’s most memorable winter destinations. 

Naples in December 
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Naples bursts with color and tradition during December in Italy. The historic center fills 

with music, artisans, and festive lights, especially along Via San Gregorio Armeno. Its 

world-famous nativity workshops make December one of the best times to visit Naples 

for culture lovers and holiday enthusiasts. 

Christmas markets, street food, and lively neighborhoods create an immersive seasonal 

atmosphere. A Christmas walking tour in Naples is a great way to explore the city’s 

decorated streets and taste local specialties. For a deeper cultural experience, join the 

Christmas time tour with San Gregorio Armeno Market & Naples City highlights. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations/naples
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With milder weather than northern Italy, Naples remains comfortable for sightseeing 

throughout December. Enjoy historic sites, waterfront views, and warm cafes even on 

cooler days. 

Blending authenticity, festive spirit, and local craftsmanship, Naples stands out as one 

of the most memorable places to enjoy Italy in December. 

Amalfi Coast in December 

 

The Amalfi Coast in December offers a quieter, more enchanting version of its famous 

scenery. Towns like Amalfi glow with soft holiday lights, and the absence of summer 



crowds reveals a slower, more authentic rhythm. Many consider this season one of the 

best times to visit the  Amalfi Coast if they prefer peaceful views and cooler coastal 

walks. 

December also allows visitors to explore the region more comfortably. Experiences 

such as the Sorrento, Positano, and Amalfi tour from Naples showcase dramatic cliffs, 

charming villages, and panoramic viewpoints without the peak-season rush. For a 

longer stay, a one-week city break in Amalfi blends relaxation, sightseeing, and local 

cultural experiences. 

The quieter season also highlights the region’s culinary traditions. Deepen your 

connection to local flavors with a hands-on cooking class in Amalfi, learning classic 

dishes in a cozy setting. 

With its mild weather, scenic beauty, and rich traditions, Amalfi becomes an 

unforgettable coastal escape during December in Italy. 

Palermo in December 
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Palermo is one of the warmest destinations in Italy in December. Its historic streets 

buzz with life, from bustling markets to lively neighborhoods, while seasonal Sicilian 

foods add rich flavors to the experience. The comfortable winter weather and authentic 

local charm make December one of the best times to visit Palermo. 

Explore the city’s highlights efficiently with the hop-on hop-off bus tour in Palermo, 

which covers major landmarks and scenic viewpoints at a relaxed pace. For a more 

immersive experience, the original street food walking tour in Palermo lets travelers 

taste iconic Sicilian treats while discovering hidden corners of the city. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations/palermo
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December also provides an ideal opportunity for a longer stay. A one-week Sicily city 

break in Palermo combines history, cuisine, and nearby coastal excursions, making the 

most of the mild southern winter.  

With its warm climate, rich traditions, and lively streets, Palermo is a perfect southern 

escape during December in Italy. 

Best Things To Do in Italy in December 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks/8-days-starting-in-palermo
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks/8-days-starting-in-palermo


Italy in December offers a dynamic mix of winter landscapes, festive traditions, gourmet 

experiences, and cultural highlights. From skiing in the Dolomites to exploring 

Christmas markets and soaking in thermal spas, here are some of the top things to do 

in Italy during the holiday season. 

Hit the Slopes in the Italian Alps and Dolomites in 
December 

 

Ski season kicks off in early December, making it one of the best times of the year for 

ski trips in Italy.  

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/discover/top-things-to-do/in-italy
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Resorts such as Cortina d’Ampezzo, Val Gardena, and Livigno offer excellent skiing, 

snowboarding, and snowshoeing surrounded by breathtaking Alpine scenery. Fresh 

snow and crisp air create the ideal setting for early-winter mountain adventures. 

For a structured getaway, choose a 4-day ski trip to Alpe di Siusi – Seiser Alm, known for 

its wide slopes and spectacular Dolomite views. For a longer and more immersive 

experience, a 7-day ski trip to Bormio blends thrilling runs with soothing thermal baths. 

Both are popular choices during December in Italy. 

Enjoy your ski holiday fully by hitting the slopes on weekdays for quieter runs and 

shorter lift lines. Booking equipment, lift passes, and lessons in advance is especially 

helpful as Christmas approaches. Beginners can benefit from early-season ski schools, 

while non-skiers will love the panoramic viewpoints, cozy mountain huts, and scenic 

cable car rides. 

Experience Italy’s Magical Christmas Markets in 
December 
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Christmas markets are among the most magical traditions during December in Italy, 

filling historic squares with wooden stalls, sparkling lights, and festive aromas. Bolzano, 

Florence, Verona, and Rome host some of the most atmospheric markets, featuring 

handcrafted ornaments, mulled wine, and seasonal treats.  

The Christmas spirit extends beautifully across Italy, especially through guided festive 

experiences. A private Christmas tour in Bologna reveals local traditions and decorated 

historic streets. Meanwhile, a private Christmas walking tour in Milan showcases 

elegant holiday displays and illuminated avenues.  

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations/verona
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Even coastal destinations join in, with the Christmas walking tour in Cinque Terre 

highlighting seasonal charm along dramatic seaside paths. For a more unique holiday 

setting, Capri’s enchanting Christmas walking tour explores decorated piazzas, local 

specialties, and panoramic viewpoints.  

Experiencing markets and guided tours across different regions brings out Italy’s 

diverse holiday traditions and the rich character of its December celebrations. Pair these 

experiences with broader festive journeys such as the Europe Escape Christmas & New 

Year Tour from Rome. 

Soak in Relaxing Thermal Springs in Italy in December 
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Italy in December is the ideal moment to slip into warm, mineral-rich waters surrounded 

by winter landscapes. Hot springs like Bagno Vignoni, Bormio, and Merano feel 

especially magical as steam rises into the crisp air. Each pool offers a quiet escape that 

contrasts beautifully with the country’s festive energy. 

Italy’s spa culture adds history and atmosphere to every soak. The Caracalla Baths & 

Circus Maximus tour in Rome brings ancient bathing traditions to life through grand 

ruins and immersive storytelling. For a modern twist, secure your QC Termemilano Spa 

admission ticket in Milan to experience elegant wellness rooms and serene outdoor 

pools. 

Nature lovers can find ultimate relaxation in Tuscany. A day trip to the Thermal Springs 

of Saturnia from Rome offers a soak in cascading turquoise pools framed by rolling 

hills. For a broader wellness journey, a variety of spa tours in Italy combine rejuvenating 

baths with scenic walks, seasonal cuisine, and peaceful winter landscapes. 

Taste Italy’s Winter Cuisine and Seasonal Food in 
December 
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Italy in December is a feast for the senses, with seasonal dishes and festive flavors 

taking center stage. From hearty Alpine meals in mountain huts to rich risottos and 

roasted chestnuts, every region offers unique culinary delights that celebrate the 

season. 

For immersive dining, food and drink experiences in Italy let guests explore local 

specialties through wine tastings, truffle hunts, and seasonal street treats. Joining these 

experiences provides a deeper connection to Italy’s regional flavors during the holidays. 

Hands-on experiences enhance the culinary adventure. Local Italian food tours and 

cooking classes allow learning traditional recipes while tasting holiday sweets like 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/food-drink-experiences
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/local-food-tours


panettone in Milan or struffoli in Naples. Booking ahead is essential, especially around 

Christmas week, to secure a spot at popular venues. 

Enjoy Italy’s Museums with Fewer Crowds in December 

 

Italy in December is perfect for art lovers, with museums far less crowded than in 

summer. Highlights include the Uffizi Gallery and Accademia in Florence, the Vatican 

Museums and Galleria Borghese in Rome, the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice, 

and the National Archaeological Museum in Naples. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/destinations/milan
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/attractions/details/borghese-gallery-and-museum
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/attractions/details/peggy-guggenheim-collection
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/attractions/details/naples-national-archaeological-museum


Joining art tours enhances the experience, providing expert insights into Renaissance, 

Baroque, and contemporary works. Guided tours help navigate large museums like 

Palazzo Pitti in Florence or Museo di Capodimonte in Naples, revealing hidden gems 

and historical context. 

Securing your entry tickets and passes in Italy ahead of time is recommended, 

especially around Christmas. Keep in mind that some museums may close on 

December 25 and 26 or have reduced hours around the New Year, so checking 

schedules in advance ensures a smooth visit.  

Booking your museum tickets in advance guarantees timed access and avoids long 

lines, while pairing visits with nearby cafes or seasonal treats creates a cozy winter art 

itinerary. 

Discover Villages and Scenic Routes in Italy in December 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/attractions/details/pitti-palace
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/entry-tickets-and-passes


 

Italy’s Alpine and northern villages offer serene landscapes and festive charm, making 

them ideal for scenic winter escapes. Towns like Merano, Ortisei, Brunico, and Canazei 

sit surrounded by snow-capped peaks and sparkling holiday decorations, perfect for 

photography and winter walks. 

Road trips in Italy through this region can begin in Bolzano, continue to Merano and 

Ortisei, and conclude in Canazei. This route combines charming Christmas markets, 

dramatic mountain vistas, and traditional Alpine architecture, giving an immersive 

experience of northern Italy’s winter magic. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/road-trips


Overnight stays in small inns or boutique hotels allow for quiet evenings and local 

flavors. Multi-day tours in Italy lets you explore hidden villages, seasonal treats, and 

artisan shops with ease. Taking morning walks in the towns’ squares or along nearby 

trails is a great way to soak in the crisp mountain air while avoiding the limited 

afternoon crowds. 

Planning visits by booking trips and excursions in Italy is recommended for accessing 

ski lifts, scenic viewpoints, and cultural sites efficiently. Make sure to try local pastries 

and warm drinks at family-run cafes, which offer an authentic taste of Alpine traditions 

and cozy winter atmosphere. 

Take a Romantic Gondola Ride in Venice in December 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/multi-day-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/trips-excursions


 

Venice in December exudes a magical charm, with misty canals, quiet alleys, and 

holiday lights reflecting softly on the water. Strolling through iconic squares like St. 

Mark’s and across decorated bridges gives a peaceful, festive feel unique to Italy in 

December. 

A grand canal gondola cruise with live commentary in Venice offers a serene way to see 

historic palaces and hidden corners from the water. For the most atmospheric 

experience, take the ride in the late afternoon when the city begins to glow, capturing 

both history and holiday charm. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/details/venice-grand-canal-by-gondola-with-live-commentary


Taking gondola cruises in Venice is ideal for enjoying the waterways. Alternatively, 

walking tours in Venice let you explore narrow streets, artisan shops, and cozy cafes. 

Warm clothing is essential, and pairing either experience with a Venetian pastry or hot 

chocolate makes the winter visit even more memorable. 

Festivals and Events in Italy in December 

 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/gondola-cruises-in-venice
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/walking-tours-in-venice


Italy in December is filled with festive energy, cultural traditions, and some of the 

country’s most charming winter celebrations. From religious feasts to seasonal 

spectacles, December offers a rich blend of events. Many of these traditions light up 

Italian cities with music, food, art, and local customs, creating unforgettable memories 

during the holiday season. 

Below are some of the most notable festivals and events in Italy in December. 

Feast of Sant’Ambrogio (Milan – December 7) 

 



The Feast of Sant’Ambrogio honors Milan’s patron saint and marks the official start of 

the city’s Christmas season. Festivities center around the Basilica di Sant’Ambrogio, 

where religious ceremonies and community traditions create a warm, festive 

atmosphere.  

The lively “Oh Bej! Oh Bej!” market fills nearby streets with artisan crafts, decorations, 

and winter treats, making it a highlight of Milan city breaks in December. For a deeper 

understanding, consider joining religious tours in Milan, which often include historical 

insights about Sant’Ambrogio and the city’s oldest churches.  

To enjoy the festival fully, arrive early to browse the market before the crowds form and 

sample traditional snacks prepared for the occasion. Some shops and smaller 

businesses may open later or close earlier due to the holiday, so confirming schedules 

in advance makes the day smoother and more enjoyable. 

Christmas World in Villa Borghese (Rome – December to 
early January) 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks-in-milan
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/religious-tours-in-milan


 

Christmas World turns Rome’s Villa Borghese into an enchanting holiday park filled with 

themed villages, artistic displays, live performances, and dazzling lights. It’s one of the 

most festive attractions in Italy in December, offering a joyful blend of culture, creativity, 

and seasonal magic.  

Pair this attraction with family tours in Rome, as the event features activities and 

displays designed for all ages. Strolling through illuminated pathways and international 

holiday scenes creates a sense of wonder that feels distinctly Roman yet globally 

inspired. 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/attractions/details/villa-borghese
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-tours-and-tickets/family-tours-in-rome


For the best visit, arrive near sunset to enjoy the transition from daytime scenery to 

glowing nighttime displays. Weekdays offer a more relaxed pace, and checking holiday 

schedules in advance is important, as opening hours may vary around Christmas Eve 

and Christmas Day. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Nationwide – 
December 8) 

 



The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is a nationwide celebration that marks the 

start of the Christmas season in Italy in December. Cities unveil their Christmas trees, 

nativity scenes appear in central squares, and churches host solemn services. 

In Rome, the ceremony led by the Pope at Piazza di Spagna is especially meaningful 

and draws large crowds. 

Join religious tours in Italy to witness the celebration, highlighting centuries-old 

traditions and devotion. Visiting historic churches and observing local rituals provides a 

deeper understanding of how Italians welcome the holiday period. Joining Italian 

cathedral tours also offers insight into the spiritual and artistic heritage tied to the feast. 

Since this is a public holiday, arriving early at major events ensures better viewing and a 

calmer atmosphere. Some museums, shops, and restaurants may operate on reduced 

hours or close entirely, making it important to check schedules in advance to plan the 

day smoothly. 

Umbria Jazz Winter (Orvieto – Late December to early 
January) 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/attractions/details/piazza-di-spagna


 

Umbria Jazz Winter brings Orvieto to life with world-class jazz performances staged in 

theaters, churches, and cozy historic halls. It transforms the town into a vibrant cultural 

hub, making it a standout event in Italy in December. Enjoy everything from classic jazz 

to contemporary ensembles, all set against Orvieto’s dramatic hilltop backdrop. 

Pair the festival with vacation packages in Orvieto, which often include hotel stays, 

guided walks, and culinary experiences. Between concerts, wandering through the 

town’s narrow streets, visiting its cathedral, or sampling local wines adds richness to the 

trip.  

https://www.umbriajazz.it/en/umbria-jazz-winter/
https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/in-orvieto


Booking concert tickets early ensures access to the most popular performances, as 

prime venues fill quickly. Some restaurants and local shops may adjust their hours 

around Christmas and New Year, so checking schedules ahead of time helps create a 

smooth and enjoyable festival experience. 

Feast of Saint Lucia (Various cities – December 13) 

 

The Feast of Saint Lucia is one of the most cherished traditions in Italy in December, 

especially in Verona and northern towns, where the celebration symbolizes the return of 



light. Markets fill the streets with sweets, handcrafted toys, and holiday treats, while 

parades and children’s events bring a joyful energy to the city. The  

Pairing the celebration with city breaks in Verona offers the chance to explore the 

historic center between events and enjoy seasonal decorations throughout the city. The 

feast adds an extra layer of charm to Verona’s piazzas and medieval landmarks, making 

December visits feel both cultural and celebratory. 

Evening is the best time to enjoy the illuminated markets and lively processions that 

define the feast. While major closures are rare, some small shops may adjust their 

hours, so checking schedules beforehand is helpful. Arriving early at the main squares 

ensures a comfortable view of the festivities. 

Festa di San Nicolo (South Tyrol – Early December) 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks-in-verona


 

Festa di San Nicolo is one of the most atmospheric celebrations during December in 

Italy, especially in Alpine towns like Bolzano and Merano. It centers on Saint Nicholas, 

who parades through the streets giving sweets to children, creating a warm and festive 

mood. 

In contrast, the traditional Krampus processions add a thrilling folkloric element that 

locals eagerly anticipate each year. 

Pairing the celebration with city breaks in Bolzano offers a perfect opportunity to 

explore the town’s Christmas markets, illuminated streets, and Alpine scenery. The mix 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks-in-bolzano


of Italian and Central European traditions makes this festival feel unique, and the 

charming old town provides an ideal backdrop for the festivities. 

To make the most of the event, arriving early ensures a comfortable viewing spot for the 

lively parades. Dressing warmly is essential, as most celebrations take place outdoors 

in the crisp mountain air. While closures are minimal, some local shops and cafes may 

adjust operating hours on festival evenings. 

Chocolate Festival in Modica, Sicily (Early to 
Mid-December) 

 



Modica’s Chocolate Festival brings a flavorful burst of energy to Italy in December, 

celebrating the city’s renowned Aztec-style chocolate. The streets fill with music, 

markets, and rich chocolate aromas as artisans demonstrate traditional methods and 

showcase creative new flavors. It transforms Modica into a lively and irresistibly sweet 

winter destination. 

Enjoying the festival alongside city breaks in Sicily makes it easy to explore Modica’s 

historic beauty and nearby towns while savoring seasonal treats. Sampling varieties 

infused with citrus, vanilla, or chili adds depth to the experience, and attending 

demonstrations or workshops provides a fascinating look into the city’s 

chocolate-making heritage. 

The festival atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming, with most businesses staying open 

to accommodate the celebrations. Some museums may follow shorter winter 

schedules, so checking opening hours beforehand is wise. Arriving earlier in the day 

offers the best chance to try popular specialties before the crowds grow. 

What To Pack for Italy in December 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/best-vacation-packages/city-breaks-in-sicily


 

Visiting Italy in December means preparing for cool weather, holiday festivities, and 

walking through historic streets and picturesque towns. Here’s a quick guide on what to 

pack: 

●​ Warm clothing: Layering is essential. Pack sweaters, long-sleeve shirts, and 
thermal tops to keep warm. A good quality coat, preferably waterproof, and a 
couple of scarves, hats, and gloves for extra warmth are essential. 

●​ Comfortable footwear: You’ll be walking a lot, so bring comfortable, 
weather-appropriate shoes. Waterproof boots are an excellent choice for those 
rainy days. 



●​ Weather protection: An umbrella and a compact rain jacket will be helpful in 
unexpected showers. 

●​ Evening wear: Bring a couple of dressier outfits if you plan to dine out or attend 
events. Italians tend to dress well, so a lovely dress, a bright pair of trousers, and 
a shirt can help you fit in. 

Embrace the Magic of Italy in December 

 

After everything you’ve read, there’s no doubt: Italy in December is a magical time to 

visit. The blend of festive lights, cozy cafes, snow-dusted landscapes, and cultural 



traditions gives the country a warm, timeless charm. Whether you're dreaming of an 

Alpine escape or a glowing city break, December brings out a different, more intimate 

side of Italy. 

If you’re coming from Italy in November, you’ll appreciate how the streets slowly 

transform, with markets appearing, holiday decorations lighting up, and crowds still 

being relatively gentle. 

Grab your warm layers, plan your itinerary, and be ready for an unforgettable journey — 

because December in Italy truly feels like stepping into a holiday story. 

FAQs About Visiting Italy in December 

Is it a good time to visit Italy in December? 

Yes, Italy in December is a wonderful time to visit if you enjoy festive markets, cultural 

events, and fewer crowds outside the holiday week. The atmosphere is cozy and 

magical, and major cities feel more intimate. Those who love winter scenery, holiday 

traditions, and authentic local experiences will find December in Italy especially 

rewarding. 

What’s the weather like in Italy in December? 

The weather in Italy in December varies by region. Northern areas are cold and often 

snowy, central regions are cool with occasional rain, and southern Italy is mild but 

https://guidetoeurope.eu/italy/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-italy-in-november


wetter along the coast. Overall, December brings crisp winter days and shorter daylight 

hours, but the festive ambiance more than makes up for it. 

Does it snow in Italy in December? 

Yes, especially in the Alps and Dolomites, where ski season begins. Snow is common in 

northern cities and mountain towns, though less frequent in central Italy and rare in the 

south. For travelers seeking winter landscapes, December in Italy offers excellent snowy 

destinations. 

What to wear in Italy in December? 

Pack warm layers, a waterproof jacket, comfortable boots, and winter accessories like 

scarves and gloves. Northern regions require heavier clothing, while southern 

destinations are milder but still cool. Dressing in layers ensures comfort while exploring 

Italy in December. 

Is it expensive to visit Italy in December? 

Early December is one of the more affordable times to visit Italy, with lower prices on 

hotels and flights. Costs rise significantly from December 20 through early January due 

to the holidays. Planning ahead helps keep December in Italy budget-friendly. 

Is Christmas in Italy worth it? 



Absolutely. Christmas brings beautiful lights, nativity scenes, festive markets, concerts, 

and traditional foods across the country. If you want a warm, cultural, and atmospheric 

holiday experience, Christmas in Italy in December is truly memorable. 
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