Visiting Spain in December: A Practical Guide

Discover why Spain in December is the ultimate winter getaway. From the dazzling
Christmas lights in Madrid to the charming streets of Andalusia, Spain promises
unforgettable experiences. Embrace the magic of the season and explore the country’s

unique winter charm.

As the year wraps up, Spain transforms into a land of festive warmth, blending ancient
traditions with vibrant celebrations. Spain in December offers warmth, celebration, and a
rich cultural experience, perfect for exploring its holiday spirit. With a great variety of

vacation packages in Spain, planning your perfect December getaway is easy.

Get ready to immerse yourself in Spain’s rich history, culture, and holiday spirit. With a
wide range of accommodations in Spain, you can choose from cozy boutique hotels to
tranquil rural inns. Plus, flights to Spain in December from major cities make it simple to

experience the holiday magic firsthand.

Read on to discover everything you need to know about Spain in December.

Weather in Spain in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-flights

Spain in December offers a variety of weather conditions, from sunny shores to snowy

peaks, providing travelers with a diverse array of experiences. Here's a breakdown of

what you can expect based on region.

Southern Spain in December



Southern Spain (Andalusia, Costa del Sol, Seville, Granada) has some of the warmest

winter weather in Europe, making it ideal for sightseeing and outdoor exploring.

e Temperature: Highs around 61 F to 68 F (16 C to 20 C) and lows around 46 F to
50F (8 Cto 10 C).

e Rainfall: Moderate with about 4 to 6 rainy days in December.

e Daylight hours: Around 9.5 hours of daylight with 5 to 6 hours of sunshine daily.

e Wind: Coastal breezes can make evenings feel cooler, especially along the Costa
del Sol.

e Travel tip: Light layers, a sweater, and a jacket are perfect for day-to-night

comfort.



Central Spain in December
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Central Spain in December experiences cooler days and cold nights due to its higher

altitude.

e Temperature: Highs around 48 F to 54 F (9 C to 12 C) and lows between 35 F to
39F(2Cto40C).

e Rainfall: Generally dry with about 3 to 5 rainy days per month.

e Daylight hours: Around 9 to 10 hours of daylight with 4 to 5 hours of sunshine
each day.

e Wind: Occasional chilly winds, especially in Madrid and the surrounding plateau.



e Travel tip: Bring warm layers, gloves, and a coat for early mornings and evenings.

Northern Spain in December

December in Northern Spain offers cooler, wetter, and more humid weather, influenced

by the Atlantic climate.

e Temperature: Highs around 50 F to 55 F (10 C to 13 C) and lows near 39 Fto 43 F
(4Cto60C).
e Rainfall: Frequent with 12 to 15 rainy days on average.

e Daylight hours: Around 9 hours of daylight with 3 to 4 hours of sunshine daily.



e Humidity: High humidity makes it feel colder, particularly along the coast.
e Travel tip: Pack waterproof shoes, a raincoat, and warm clothing for outdoor

activities.

Eastern Spain and the Mediterranean Coast in December
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Eastern Spain in December enjoys mild and comfortable winter weather with plenty of

sunny days.

e Temperature: Highs around 57 F to 64 F (14 C to 18 C) and lows between 45 F to
50 F (7 C to 10 C).



e Rainfall: Light to moderate with 3 to 6 rainy days in December.

e Daylight hours: Around 9.5 hours of daylight and 5 to 6 hours of sunshine each
day.

e Seatemperature: About 59 F to 63 F (15 C to 17 C), too cool for swimming but
pleasant for coastal walks.

e Travel tip: Ideal for city breaks and coastal strolls. Bring a light jacket for cooler

evenings.

Mountain Regions in December




Spain’s mountains bring true winter conditions in December, attracting skiers and snow

enthusiasts.

e Temperature: Highs between 37 F to 46 F (3 C to 8 C) and lows below 32 F (0 C)
at night.
e Snowfall: Regular snow in high-altitude areas such as the Pyrenees and Sierra

Nevada.

e Rainfall: Precipitation often falls as snow, with 10 or more wet days depending on
altitude.
e Daylight hours: Around 9 hours of daylight and 4 to 5 hours of sunshine daily.

e Travel tip: Great for skiing or cozy mountain stays. Dress in layers and waterproof

outerwear.

Canary Islands in December



The Canary Islands offer Spain's warmest December weather and are a favorite winter

sun destination.

e Temperature: Highs around 72 Fto 75 F (22 C to 24 C) and lows around 61 F to
64 F (16 Cto 18 C).

e Rainfall: Very low, averaging 2 to 3 rainy days in the month.

e Daylight hours: Around 10.5 hours of daylight with 7 to 8 hours of sunshine daily.

e Seatemperature: About 70 F to 72 F (21 C to 22 C), comfortable for swimming.

e Travel tip: Pack light summer clothing with a sweater for cooler evenings.



For more information about the weather, visit Spain's meteorological agency’s official

website.

Crowds and Costs in Spain in December
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Visiting Spain in December is a treat for travelers who prefer a calmer pace, lower

prices, and a festive winter atmosphere. Outside the holiday rush, most cities feel


https://www.aemet.es/en/eltiempo/prediccion/municipios
https://www.aemet.es/en/eltiempo/prediccion/municipios

relaxed and affordable, making this one of the best times to experience Spanish culture

with fewer tourists.

Fewer Crowds, More Authentic Experiences

Spain in December offers a quieter, more authentic atmosphere than the busy summer

months. Cities like Madrid, Seville, and Valencia feel relaxed, giving visitors more room

to enjoy major attractions in Spain without the long lines or crowds.

Only the holiday period around Christmas and New Year’s brings a short burst of local

activity as Spaniards gather for festive celebrations.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions

Seasonal Prices and Great Value
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December in Spain is generally part of the low season, which means travelers can find
better deals on accommodations and experiences. Many of the top places to stay in
Spain, from boutique hotels to seaside resorts, offer winter discounts and added perks

such as breakfast packages or flexible check-in.

Budget-conscious visitors can take advantage of hostels in Spain. Meanwhile, cozy bed
and breakfasts in Spain offer a charming and budget-friendly option. These stays are

often less than half their peak-season rates.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-places-to-stay
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-places-to-stay
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/hostels
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/bed-and-breakfasts
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-hotels-and-places-to-stay/bed-and-breakfasts

Transportation Savings

Lower demand also extends to travel costs. Visitors can find attractive offers on car
rentals in Spain, especially when booking early online. Domestic flights and train tickets
to Spain’s major cities, such as Madrid and Barcelona, tend to be more affordable in

early December before the holidays.

Within cities, public transport tickets in Spain remain a convenient and low-cost option

for exploring local neighborhoods and Christmas markets. Travelers who prefer


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-car-rental
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-car-rental
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-train-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-train-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/public-transportation-tickets

convenience can also book transfers and transportation in Spain, which often provide

competitive off-season prices.

Holiday Week Exceptions

While most of December is budget-friendly, prices rise slightly during the last week of
the month. Locals travel to visit family, and tourists arrive for New Year's celebrations,

making popular destinations like Barcelona and Madrid a bit busier.

Booking accommodations as well as tours and experiences in Spain in advance ensures

the best rates and availability during these festive days.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/transfers-and-transportation
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets

Holiday Festivities in Spain in December

December in Spain is filled with holiday festivities and cultural traditions that charm
both locals and visitors. From magical Christmas markets to vibrant parades and

religious celebrations, Christmas tours in Spain offer a joyful, warm experience.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/christmas-tours

Spain’s Christmas celebrations are deeply rooted in its Catholic heritage, lasting until
January’s Three Kings’ Day. Despite no longer being a Catholic state, these traditions

remain central to the holiday season.

Here are some of the country’s most cherished holiday festivities.

Christmas Markets

In December, Spain come alive with festive mercados navidefios (Christmas markets).

These lively gatherings fill plazas with glowing lights, cheerful music, and the aroma of



roasted chestnuts. Visitors browse artisanal crafts and handmade gifts while tasting
turron (nougat), polvorones (crumbly shortbread), mazapan (marzipan), and churros con

chocolate (fried dough with hot chocolate).

Many markets feature belenes (nativity scenes), local choirs, and traditional
performances that reflect Spain’s holiday spirit. Strolling past the illuminated stalls with
mulled wine or cava (Spanish sparkling wine) captures the warmth and joy that define

December in Spain.

Nativity Scenes




The beloved tradition of the "belen” (nativity scene) comes to life in Spain in December
with stunning detail. These intricate displays, found in churches, plazas, and even
homes, depict not only the birth of Jesus but entire scenes of village life and biblical

stories.

Cities like Seville and Granada are known for their artistic and elaborate belens, inviting

visitors to step into a beautifully crafted world of holiday magic.

Las Posadas




Las Posadas, a cherished Spanish tradition, reenacts Mary and Joseph's search for
lodging in Bethlehem. In the days before Christmas, communities stage processions,
sing carols, and pray, symbolizing the Holy Family finding shelter. It's a deeply religious

celebration of faith and solidarity.

Nochebuena and Christmas Day
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Spain in December comes alive with Christmas traditions and family celebrations.
Christmas Eve, or Nochebuena, is a cherished occasion with festive feasts that often

feature roast turkey, cochinillo (suckling pig), seafood, and seasonal desserts. Many



families attend Midnight Mass, or Misa del Gallo, a solemn yet joyful service that kicks

off the holiday celebrations.

On Christmas Day, families gather for more meals, gift-giving, and quality time together.
Children enjoy regional treats and festive sweets, while towns host parades, concerts,
and holiday activities. These combined culinary, cultural, and religious traditions make

Spain in December a truly magical experience.

New Year's Eve




New Year's Eve, or Nocheviegja, is a lively celebration in Spain, marked by parties,
fireworks, and the tradition of eating twelve grapes at midnight for good luck. Cities like
Madrid, Barcelona, and Valencia host festive gatherings that continue into the early

morning.

Experience the excitement with an unforgettable New Year's Eve pub crawl in Madrid!

Best Places To Visit in Spain in December



https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/new-year-eve-madrid-pub-crawl

As Spain in December embraces the holiday season, travelers can explore a range of
enchanting Spanish destinations. From the Mediterranean’s sunny shores to the
snow-dusted Pyrenees, Spain offers diverse experiences full of culture, history, and

festive charm. Let’s discover some of the top places to visit this holiday season.

Madrid in December

Madrid in December is a festive city filled with twinkling Christmas lights, especially on

Gran Via and Puerta del Sol. The Plaza Mayor Christmas Market offers seasonal treats


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/madrid
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/plaza-mayor

and holiday ornaments. Despite the chill, enjoy hot chocolate with churros or traditional

sweets like turron. The city’'s warm atmosphere adds to its magical charm.

Madrid's cultural sites like the Royal Palace and Prado Museum are less crowded in
December. Retiro Park offers a peaceful winter escape, and ice skating rinks pop up
throughout the city. These conditions make December one of the best times to visit

Madrid.

For an immersive experience, join a private Christmas tour in Madrid, where you'll
explore the city's festive atmosphere with a local guide. This private tour highlights
iconic Christmas markets, beautifully decorated streets, and landmarks, giving you a

unique chance to experience Madrid's seasonal charm.

Barcelona in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/royal-palace-of-madrid
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/museo-nacional-del-prado
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/el-retiro-park
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-madrid
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-madrid
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/christmas-in-madrid-private-experience-with-a-city-host
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Barcelona is one of the warmest places to visit in mainland Spain in December, with
pleasant weather making it ideal for sightseeing. Barcelona in December is beautifully
decorated for Christmas, especially along Passeig de Gracia and the Gothic Quarter,

where festive Christmas markets fill the historic streets with holiday cheer.

Visit iconic sites like La Sagrada Familia, Park Guell, and Las Ramblas, while enjoying
Christmas markets, including Fira de Santa Lucia. Savor Mediterranean cuisine with
tapas or seafood by the beach, combining winter charm and local flavors. This
experience captures the best of the city, making December one of the best times to visit

Barcelona.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/barcelona
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-barcelona-in-december
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/la-sagrada-familia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/park-guell
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-barcelona
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-barcelona

Experience a private, customizable Christmas tour in Barcelona with a local guide.
Explore the city’s festive decorations, visit iconic sites like the Gothic Quarter, and enjoy
vibrant Christmas markets. This tour offers an immersive way to experience Barcelona's

festive charm, from holiday traditions to seasonal treats.

Seville in December

Seville in December offers a mild climate and festive atmosphere, with beautiful

Christmas lights illuminating the Plaza de Espafa and Avenida de la Constitucion. The


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/christmas-in-barcelona-private-experience-with-a-city-host
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/seville
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/plaza-de-espana-1

city's rich history and Moorish heritage are showcased in landmarks like the Alcazar

Palace and Seville Cathedral, which are must-see attractions during the season.

In the evenings, visitors can enjoy flamenco performances and relax in cozy tapas bars,
sampling traditional Andalusian dishes. Christmas markets, such as those at Muelle de
las Delicias, add to the holiday cheer, making Seville a perfect blend of culture, history,

and festive spirit.

For travelers planning a winter getaway, Seville vacation packages often include guided
tours of historic sites, holiday events, and accommodations in central neighborhoods.
December is one of the best times to visit Seville, when the city is vibrant with festive

decorations, cooler weather, and fewer crowds.

Granada in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/catedral-de-sevilla
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages/in-seville
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-seville

Granada in Spain in December is a true winter wonderland. The majestic Alhambra

glows against the crisp air, while the snow-capped Sierra Nevada mountains provide a
breathtaking backdrop. Wandering the charming Albaicin district offers a mix of history,

cobblestone streets, and the cozy atmosphere of a city settling into the festive season.

The city comes alive with holiday markets featuring local crafts, artisanal gifts, and
seasonal treats. Cozy tapas bars invite visitors to enjoy complimentary plates with a
drink, and festive decorations fill plazas, creating a warm, inviting environment for

travelers exploring Spain in December.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/granada
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/alhambra

For those seeking adventure, the nearby Sierra Nevada ski resort offers excellent slopes
for winter sports enthusiasts. Ski trips in Granada are popular during this season,
combining snowy thrills with stunning views of the city below. The cooler temperatures

and vibrant holiday energy makes December one of the best times to visit Granada.

Valencia in December

Valencia in December offers a mild winter escape with its unique mix of modern
architecture and historic charm. The futuristic City of Arts and Sciences contrasts

beautifully with the medieval Central Market and Lonja de la Seda. The city's streets


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages/ski-trips-in-granada
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-granada
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/valencia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/ciudad-de-las-artes-y-las-ciencias
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/the-central-market-of-valencia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/la-lonja-de-la-seda

come alive with festive lights and Christmas markets, celebrating local traditions like

Fallas de Navidad.

Spain in December is a food lover's dream, and Valencia is no exception. This is the
perfect time to enjoy a steaming plate of paella while savoring the quieter atmosphere.
Wander through the peaceful Turia Gardens or stroll along the city's beaches, enjoying

the winter warmth.

The city's festive season reaches its peak after dark, when illuminated streets and
squares create a magical atmosphere, making it one of the best time to visit Valencia. A
Valencia Christmas lights walking tour lets visitors admire the intricate displays, local

decorations, and holiday installations while exploring the city on foot.

Bilbao in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-valencia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/magic-christmas-tour-in-valencia

Bilbao in December is a captivating blend of festive lights, modern art, and Basque

tradition. The streets of Casco Antiguo and Plaza Moyua shimmer with Christmas
decorations, while shop windows and cafés glow with seasonal warmth. The iconic
Guggenheim Museum stands as a highlight, its gleaming architecture contrasting

beautifully with the cozy winter atmosphere of the city.

December in Spain brings a quieter, more authentic Bilbao, perfect for exploring at a
relaxed pace. Locals and visitors gather in traditional bars to enjoy pintxos (Basque
tapas) paired with local wine (txakoli). With fewer tourists and mild winter weather, this

is one of the best times to visit Bilbao for culture, cuisine, and comfort.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/bilbao
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/guggenheim-museum-bilbao
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-bilbao

To fully experience the city’s festive charm, join a Christmas walking tour in Bilbao.
These guided strolls reveal glittering lights, nativity displays, and artisanal markets set
against Bilbao's unique mix of cutting-edge design and old-world character. It's a

magical way to experience the warmth of Basque hospitality during the holiday season.

Zaragoza in December
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Zaragoza in December becomes a festive haven, with Christmas lights illuminating the

city’s historic streets. The Basilica del Pilar, stunningly lit at night, is a highlight, drawing


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/magic-christmas-tour-in-bilbao
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/zaragoza
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/basilica-de-nuestra-senora-del-pilar

visitors to this important pilgrimage site. The Aljaferia Palace offers a glimpse into the

city’s rich Moorish past, making it a must-visit landmark.

Zaragoza also hosts the Fiestas del Pilar festival, a Christmas festival that fills the city
with parades, music, and delicious regional foods. Zaragoza's Christmas markets are
brimming with local crafts and delicacies, providing a perfect mix of holiday spirit and

cultural charm.

Make the most of the season by joining guided tours and experiences in Zaragoza, from
cultural walks through the old quarter to food tastings that highlight Aragonese cuisine.
These activities offer a deeper connection to the city’s art, history, and festive

atmosphere, creating an unforgettable winter escape in the heart of northern Spain.

Things To Do in Spain in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/in-zaragoza

Spain in December offers a wide range of activities that cater to different interests and
preferences. Whether visitors are drawn to cultural experiences, outdoor adventures, or

festive celebrations, there's something for everyone to enjoy.

Here are some of the top things to do in to Spain in December.

Explore Spain's Christmas Markets in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/top-things-to-do
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One of the best things to do in Spain in December is to explore its enchanting Christmas
markets. Each city offers its own festive charm, where the scent of roasted chestnuts

and holiday music fills the streets, creating an atmosphere of warmth and celebration.

In Madrid, the Plaza Mayor Christmas Market is a true highlight, offering handmade
ornaments, toys, and traditional sweets like turron (nougat). A Madrid Christmas
walking tour lets visitors admire the city’s sparkling lights and historic plazas while

experiencing the best of its festive traditions.

Barcelona also dazzles with its iconic Fira de Santa Llucia market near the cathedral,

filled with gifts, decorations, and seasonal treats. Joining a Barcelona Christmas


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/christmas-walking-tour-of-madrid
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/christmas-walking-tour-of-madrid
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/barcelonas-merry-markets-christmas-tour-private-experience

walking tour adds a deeper layer to the experience, guiding visitors through illuminated

streets and charming stalls that capture the joyful essence of Spain in December.

Enjoy Winter Sports in Spain in December

December in Spain offers a thrilling mix of winter sports and scenic landscapes. From
the snow-capped peaks of the Pyrenees to the sunlit slopes of the Sierra Nevada,
travelers can experience world-class skiing, snowboarding, and other alpine adventures

surrounded by breathtaking views.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/barcelonas-merry-markets-christmas-tour-private-experience

For enthusiasts planning ski trips in Spain, top destinations include Baqueira-Beret in
the Pyrenees, Formigal in Aragon, and Sierra Nevada in Andalusia. These resorts
provide modern facilities, excellent trails, and cozy apres-ski spots where visitors can

unwind with local food and wine after a day on the slopes.

Beyond traditional snow sports in Spain, visitors can enjoy snowshoeing, sledding, and
even scenic cable car rides that reveal panoramic winter vistas. Combining adventure
with culture, a winter getaway in Spain means you can hit the slopes by day and explore

historic towns or enjoy tapas-filled evenings by night.

Visit Iconic Monuments and Museums in Spain in
December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages/ski-trips
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/snow-sports

December in Spain is ideal for exploring the country’s rich cultural heritage without the

usual crowds. Iconic landmarks become even more enchanting, with their intricate
architecture and history standing out against the crisp winter air. Cultural tours in Spain

let you uncover the fascinating stories behind these sites while enjoying a relaxed pace.

In Madrid, the Prado Museum offers a serene atmosphere to admire masterpieces by
Goya, Velazquez, and El Greco. Art lovers can also explore the Reina Sofia and
Thyssen-Bornemisza museums, which showcase Spain’s evolution through centuries of

creativity.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/cultural-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/museo-nacional-del-prado
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/museo-nacional-centro-de-arte-reina-sofia
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/attractions/details/thyssen-bornemisza-museum

Spanish city sightseeing tours also combine history, art, and architecture for an
enriching winter experience. To make the most of your visit, consider purchasing entry
tickets and passes in Spain in advance. These convenient options often include
skip-the-line access and discounted bundles that make cultural exploration effortless

and affordable.

Indulge in Spanish Winter Cuisine in December
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Spain in December is a paradise for food lovers, offering hearty dishes and comforting

treats perfect for the season. Warm churros with thick chocolate and cocido madrilefio


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/city-sightseeing-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/entry-tickets-and-passes
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/entry-tickets-and-passes

(chickpea and meat stew) are winter favorites. Joining food and drink experiences in
Spain lets you taste regional specialties and discover how tradition shapes Spanish

cuisine.

For those who love exploring local flavors, Spanish street food tours offer an authentic
look at daily life. Wander through markets filled with sizzling chorizo, roasted chestnuts,
and baked pastries. These experiences reveal the creativity and warmth that make

Spanish food so beloved during the colder months.

No winter visit is complete without turron (nougat), Roscon de Reyes (Three Kings
cake), or cochinillo asado (roast suckling pig). Travelers can join tapas tours in Spain to
sample regional bites paired with wine or cider. Every taste of Spain in December

celebrates comfort, culture, and community through its seasonal cuisine.

Visit Spain's Coastal Towns for Milder Weather in
December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/food-drink-experiences
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/food-drink-experiences
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/street-food-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/tapas-tours

While northern regions can be cool, southern Spain in December enjoys mild

temperatures and sunny days. The Costa del Sol, especially Malaga and Marbella, is
perfect for beach vacations in Spain. Visitors can stroll along golden beaches or explore

historic sites like the Alcazaba and the Roman Theatre in Malaga.

The coast also offers plenty of adventure for sea lovers. Try water activities in Spain,
such as kayaking, sailing, or paddleboarding on calm Mediterranean waters. You can
also join shore excursions in Spain to discover charming coastal towns, taste local

seafood, and enjoy breathtaking sea views.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/destinations/malaga
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/water-activities
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/shore-excursions

With fewer crowds and a laid-back atmosphere, southern Spain in December is ideal for
a relaxing winter getaway. Dine at seaside restaurants, wander through picturesque old

towns, or unwind on sunny terraces by the water.

Watch a Flamenco Show in Seville in December

Seville is the place to be for an authentic flamenco experience in December. Small,
intimate venues like Tablao El Arenal offer passionate performances where you can feel
the rhythm and energy of flamenco dance and guitar. These flamenco shows in Seville

are a beautiful way to immerse yourself in local culture.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/flamenco-shows-in-seville

Flamenco performances are often accompanied by delicious tapas and local wines,
enhancing the overall experience. The cooler weather in Spain in December makes it a

cozy time to enjoy a flamenco show, creating a perfect cultural and festive evening.

For a truly memorable experience, consider a tapas and flamenco tour in Seville, where
you can savor delicious tapas at local eateries before enjoying an electrifying flamenco

performance.

Hike Through Spain’'s Natural Parks in December



https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/details/seville-tapas-flamenco-tour

Spain’s natural parks offer a great escape for nature lovers in December, and hiking
tours in Spain provide an unforgettable way to explore these stunning landscapes. Picos
de Europa boasts snow-capped peaks and stunning views, making it perfect for winter

hiking.

For a milder hiking experience, head to Sierra de Grazalema in Andalusia, where rolling
hills and picturesque white villages create a serene backdrop for outdoor adventures.
Timanfaya National Park in Lanzarote offers volcanic landscapes where you can hike

through craters and experience the island’s unique natural beauty.

Events and Festivals in Spain in December


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/hiking-tours
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/hiking-tours

Spain in December hosts various festivals and events showcasing its rich cultural

heritage and festive spirit. From religious celebrations to colorful parades and music

festivals, there's something for everyone to enjoy during this magical time of year.

Let's explore some of the most notable festivals and events taking place across Spain in

December.

La Fiesta de Santa Lucia (Santa Lucia Festival)



La Fiesta de Santa Lucia, celebrated in cities across Spain, including Zaragoza, honors

the patron saint of the blind. The festival features religious processions, music, dance,

traditional food, and street markets with local handicrafts and specialties.

Visitors to Zaragoza during La Fiesta de Santa Lucia can explore the city's vibrant
celebrations and enjoy its rich cultural heritage. With a variety of events and activities,

it's an ideal time to experience the local traditions.

Carnavalcazar



Carnavalcazar, held in early December in Cazares, Malaga, is a lively celebration that fills

the town with color, rhythm, and joy. Locals and visitors dress in vibrant costumes,
joining parades, street performances, and live music that bring a festive spirit to the

quiet winter season.

Though not a traditional winter event, it captures the energy of Andalusian culture and
offers a preview of the grand Carnival celebrations that take place in February. For
travelers exploring Spain in December, Carnavalcazar provides a unique opportunity to

experience local traditions, community spirit, and the warmth of southern hospitality.



Purple Weekend Festival

The Purple Weekend Festival in Leon, held every early December, is one of the most
iconic music events in northern Spain. Dedicated to the spirit of the 1960s and 1970s, it
celebrates classic rock, pop, and mod culture through live performances, record fairs,

and retro fashion shows.

Beyond the concerts, the festival transforms Leon into a vibrant hub of creativity. Bars,

clubs, and cultural venues host DJ sessions, exhibitions, and themed parties that fill the



city with energy and nostalgia. For travelers exploring Spain in December, the Purple

Weekend offers a unique blend of music, culture, and authentic Spanish nightlife.

Tips for Visiting Spain in December

Visiting Spain in December offers a unique opportunity to experience its festive
atmosphere and seasonal charm. Here are some helpful tips to make the most of your

winter trip:



e Embrace the weather: December can be chilly, especially in northern Spain, so
pack warm clothing. Coastal areas like Barcelona and Malaga tend to be milder,
but it's still advisable to bring layers.

e Festive atmosphere: December is full of holiday cheer. Don't miss the Christmas
markets in cities like Madrid, Barcelona, and Seville, offering local crafts, treats,
and festive lights.

e Book accommodations early: December in Spain is a busy travel month due to
Christmas and New Year's celebrations. Secure your accommodations in
advance, especially if you plan to visit popular cities or attend festivals.

e Try seasonal food: December in Spain is the season for turron (nougat),
marzipan, and other holiday treats. Look for these in markets or during festive
meals.

e Be prepared for short days: The daylight hours are shorter in Spain in December,
especially in the northern regions. Plan your sightseeing accordingly and take
advantage of festive evening events.

e Getting around Spain: Transportation in Spain in December remains efficient and
varied, catering to both locals and tourists. On the other hand, you can also rent a

car or embark on road trips in Spain to explore at your own pace.

Spain in December: A Memorable Winter
Experience


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages/road-trips

Spain in December offers a unique and captivating experience filled with festive spirit,

winter scenery, and cultural charm. Wander through sparkling Christmas markets, enjoy
mild seaside strolls in Andalusia, or head to the mountains for a snowy escape. Every

region reveals a different side of Spain’s beauty during the holiday season.

Traveling in December in Spain allows you to explore major attractions at a relaxed
pace, with fewer crowds and plenty of seasonal warmth. From historic landmarks to
cozy tapas bars, the country feels alive with celebration and tradition. It's a wonderful

time to experience authentic local life while enjoying great travel value.



Many travelers consider this period the best time to visit Spain, as it combines culture,
comfort, and festive excitement. Those arriving in Spain in November will notice the
shift into full holiday mode, with glowing lights and joyful events across the country.
Pack your bags and discover the warmth, charm, and wonder that await you in Spain

this December.

FAQs About Visiting Spain in December

Is December a good time to travel to Spain?

Yes, December is a great time to visit Spain. The country offers a festive atmosphere,
winter charm, and fewer tourists. Many consider it one of the best times to visit Spain

for culture, food, and seasonal events.

What is the weather like in Spain in December?

Weather in Spain in December varies by region. The south enjoys mild days around 60 F
(16 C), central Spain is cooler at 45 F to 55 F (7 C to 13 C), and northern areas can be

cold and rainy. Snow is common in mountain regions, perfect for winter sports.

Are attractions open in Spain in December?

Yes, most major attractions in Spain remain open throughout December, including
museums, palaces, and cultural landmarks. Some sites may have shorter hours during
holidays, so it's best to check schedules and book Spanish museum tickets or

sightseeing passes in Spain in advance.


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-spain
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/discover/best-time-to-visit/in-spain-in-november
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/museum-tickets
https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-tours-and-tickets/sightseeing-passes

Is Spain crowded in December?

Generally, December in Spain is less crowded than summer. However, Christmas and
New Year's week bring more visitors, especially in larger cities like Madrid and

Barcelona. Early December and mid-month are the quietest times to explore.

Can you go to the beach in Spain in December?

Yes, especially in southern regions and the Canary Islands. Coastal destinations like
Malaga, Marbella, and Valencia offer mild temperatures ideal for beach vacations,
seaside walks, and relaxing shore excursions. For a maximize experience, consider

booking a one-week Majorca beach holiday.

What should I pack for Spain in December?

Pack layers to adjust to changing temperatures in Spain in December. Bring a warm
jacket, sweaters, and comfortable shoes for walking. If you plan ski trips, include

thermal clothing, gloves, and waterproof gear for colder mountain areas.

Is Spain expensive in December?

Prices are generally lower in early December in Spain, but they rise during the Christmas
holidays. Travelers can still find great deals on hotels and tours by booking early. It's a

cost-effective time to enjoy high-quality travel experiences.

Where is the warmest place in Spain in December?


https://guidetoeurope.eu/spain/best-vacation-packages/beach-vacations/8-days-in-port-de-pollenca

The warmest areas in Spain in December include Andalusia, the Costa del Sol, and the
Canary Islands. These regions enjoy plenty of sunshine and temperatures around 65 F

(18 C), making them ideal for outdoor activities and relaxing winter getaways.

What festivals take place in Spain in December?

Spain in December is filled with holiday spirit. Highlights include Christmas markets
across major cities, the Purple Weekend Festival in Leon, and Carnavalcazar in Malaga.
These celebrations bring music, color, and traditional flavors to every corner of the

country.

How does December compare to November in Spain?

November is cooler and quieter, while December in Spain is more festive and lively.
Lights, markets, and holiday events make December an exciting time to experience

Spanish culture and winter traditions.
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