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KITCHEN LAYOUT TRENDS: OPEN
CONCEPT VS. TRADITIONAL IN 2026

For years, the open concept kitchen was the default for
any remodel. But in 2026, traditional, defined kitchens are
making a strong comeback and the conversation around
layout is more nuanced than ever.

If you're planning a kitchen renovation this year, the
choice between open and traditional is one of the biggest
decisions you'll make. At HWG Services Remodeling &
Construction, we walk homeowners through this decision
every week. Here's what we're seeing.

OPEN CONCEPT: STILL
POPULAR, BUT EVOLVING

Open layouts remain a top choice in 2026, but
homeowners aren't tearing down every wall they can
find anymore. They want smarter, more intentional
openness.
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The trade-offs? Cooking smells
travel, noise carries, and counter
clutter is visible from every angle.

TRADITIONAL KITCHENS:
MAKING A COMEBACK

Defined kitchen spaces are quietly returning to favor,
especially in older Northern Colorado homes.
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The trade-offs? Traditional kitchens
can feel smaller and more isolated,
and lighting takes more planning.

ITHE RISE OF THE BROKEN-
PLAN" KITCHEN

The most exciting trend of 2026 sits between the two.
Broken-plan kitchens give you the connection of an
open layout with the structure of a traditional one —
using partial walls, archways, glass partitions, or tall
storage as soft dividers.

For many of our Fort Collins clients, it's
become the perfect compromise.

LETS DESIGN YOUR 2026
KITCHEN

Layout decisions look simple on paper but get
complicated fast once you factor in plumbing,
structure, and how your family actually lives.
That's where the right parther makes all the
difference.

At HWG Services Remodeling &
Construction, We build custom kitchen
transformations around your lifestyle; your
home, and your budget — with expert
craftsmanship and attention to detail
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