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INTRODUCTION

Most narratives pertaining to the American Civil War quite
naturally emphasize its momentous and decisive campaigns, battles,
and personalities. Since the conflict was a precursor of modern total
war, however, it profoundly affected the lives and fortunes of people
in regions not directly involved in the major military events. One
such locality was Pendleton County, occupying the parallel ridges and
valleys at the headwaters of the Potomac's South Branch, and lying
immedistely west of the Shenandosah Valleyl in what ccnstituted north
central Virginise prior to the wartime division of that state.

No large scale engagement was fought within the bounds of this
mountainous, sparsely peopled, and decidedly isolated county. But
virtually throughout the four year span of hostilities, the people of
Pendleton inhabited & borderland between the lines of the contending
belligerents, possibly the most precarious and unenviable position
imeginable in civil war. Pendletonians daily experienced the nerve-
wracking insecurity of life and property in a no-man's-land, not only
between the upper and nether millstones of the Union and the Confedersacy,
and the conflicting orbits of eastern and western Virginia, but also
smid the divided political and military loyalties of their neighbors
and acquaintances.

The county was sandwiched between the Federally controlled Tygart
Valley to the west and the Valley of Virginia to the east, the latter

usually dominated by Southern forces. Highland County, asbutting
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Pendleton on the south comprised Confederate territory except for
occasional Federal raids and a Union command stationed there in the
spring of 1862. To the north, Petersburg in Hardy (now Grant) County2
was often occupied by an outpost of blueclad troops. Symbolic of the
county's borderland status was the fact of her entering the rebellion
as a part of Virginia, and emerging from the Southern defeat as a
subdivision of the new state of West Virginia, but still adjoining on
two sides counties of the 01d Dominion.

Pendleton furnished over 700 soldiers to the Confederacy and
was predominately Southern in sentiment. A minority of citizens
concentrated in the county's northwest corner remained loyal to the
Union, banding together in military companies to protect their homes
end farms from Confederate guerrillas and regulars. As was not uncommon
on the border, neighborhoods were frequently divided in allegiance
and members of immediaste families were sometimes aligned on opposite
sides. In Pendleton this tragic aspect of civil war was dramatically
illustrated by two brothers who numbered among the most prominent
county leaders of thelr respective causes. The breaskdown of civil order
gave license for indiscriminate plunder, violent acts of personal
vindictiveness, and guerrilla wgrfare of g particularly virulent
variety. In these respects, Pendleton's story certainly embodied
elements representative of the experiences of other borderlands, not
only in western Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri during the early 1860's,
but in any civil war.

Arguasbly, life and warfare on the border possessed a human

dimension of tragedy, anxiety, and tension greater than that of even the



rebellion's most sanguinary battles, where huge armies were engaged and
the loss of life was of a magnitude incomparably larger. For in those
contests thousands died and were maimed as if expendable cogs in
enormous machines, in the adrenalin-charged excitement of battle where
an anonymous foe could usually be seen, and where the risks, although
terrifying, were roughly calculable and largely intermittent, limited
to the duration of each engagement. In the mountains of western
Virginia, in contrast, the conflict was often personal and hence
immensely more bitter. Moreover, it was a war of stealth and surprise.
Civilians toiling on their farms and soldiers patrolling lonely mountain
trails ®ll shared the constant dread of bushwhackers lurking in ambush,
whose furtive bullets could snuff out unsuspecting lives at any moment
snd without warning. Worst of all, until Appomattox county
inhabitants could expect little respite from their interminable peril.

Pendleton's gecgraphic relationships ensured that occurrences
and conditions within the county would play a role thsat was significant,
slbeit peripheral, in helping to shape the larger scene. Especially
important were her position between the warring forces and her proximity
to the Shenandosh Valley and the Baltimore and Chio Railroad. In large
megsure, organized military activities in the South Branch counties were
dependent upon and subordinate to the maneuvers of armies in the Valley,
or inveolved attacks upon or the protection of objectives in that region,
one cof the most important theaters of the entire war.

In conjunction with neighboring counties, Pendleton served as
a staging area for Southern incursions against the vital Baltimore and

Ohio Railroad. These raids assisted in tying down considerable numbers



of Uniocn soldiers in that railroad's defense, and conseguently
prevented their deployment for offensive operations in the Valley or
elsewhere. Federal itroops repeatedly traversed the South Branch in
the course of their demonstrations and forays against two railroads
eritical to the Southern war effort, the Virginia Central and the
Virginia and Tennessee. These rail lines were most exposed to Northern
attack at Staunton and Salem, both of which are points in the Valley
of Virginia. When the movements of large armies in the Valley denuded
that region of food and forage, the Confederates sought these supplies,
as well as recruits, in the fertile valleys of the South Branch and its
tributaries,

But several of Pendleton's systematic wartime activities were
not particularly sassociated with events in the Valley of Virginia.
Nitrates mined from cavern passageways beneath her mountains contributed
to the gunpowder supply of a Confederacy cut off from outside sources.
Although to some degree its exertions were undermined by the chaos
inherent in border conflict, the county court, in =& manner typical of
the home front responsibilities of Virginis counties, labored to furnish
relief to indigents and the families of Confederate soldiers impoverished
by the war. The court also attempted to ensure an adequate supply of
food, salt, clothing, and essential services for the local population
as & whole.

Federal cavalry scouts were continually ordered into the county's
triple valleys and intervening uplands to succor Unionist communities
threatened by Rebel guerrillas, destroy the saltpetre works, disrupt

forays against the Baltimore and Ohio Railrocad, impede Confederate



conscription efforts, frustrate the administration of the county court,
as well as hinder the Southern collection of food and provender for
their usually hard-pressed and ill-supplied force. Grayclad patrols
likewise combed the region to discover and parry Union thrusts against
their railroads and the Valley of Virginia.

The chain of events within Pendleton having the most farreaching
implications for the progress of the war nationally were those
accompanying the aftermath of the Battle of McDowell. The initial
maneuvers of Stonewall Jackson's famed Valley Campaign of 1862, these
developments aided the defense of Richmond and disrupted the strategies
of the Federals in one of the darkest moments of the Confederscy in the
early stages of the war, certainly prolonging the struggle many months
if not several years.

In attempting a comprehensive treatment of such & small entity
as a8 single borderland county and its immediate environs, this writer
believes that perspectives gained in depth compensate for those lost in
breadth. Whether involving regular troops or partisans, hostilities
within Pendleton consisted predominstely of small unit actions.
Doubtless numerous such incidents were never recorded. Many of those
described in this narrative are admittedly episodic, repetitive, and
sketchy in detsail, deficiencies fregquently dictated by the fragmentary
nature of the sources. But taken together they convey the pattern of

tension and tragedy embodied in life and warfare on the border.



NOTES

lOccasionally the designations "Shenandoah Valley'" and '"Valley
of Virginia" are employed in a broad sense to encompass all the
terrain between the Allegheny Mountain and the Blue Ridge, a usage that
includes Pendleton. 3But in this study these expressions are used
narrowly and interchangeably to refer to that area between the
Shenandosh Mountain on the west and the Blue Ridge on the east. All
points in the Valley southwest of the watershed of the Shenandoah River
will be denominated only as the "Valley of Virginia." References herein
to "the Valley" mean always the Valley of Virginia when the term is
capitalized, and never the South Branch or other valley.

°In 1866 Grant County was formed from the western, Unionist half
of Hardy.




TI. THE SECESSION MOVEMENT

The Background of Secession

Pendleton County, Virginia did not seem predestined to embrace
the secession cause in 1860. Within its mountainous confines dwelled
6,164 inhabitants; among them were merely 24l slaves who were
distributed among fifty odd slaveholders, none possessing more than
nineteen slaves and many only one or two. Similar to the experience
of the Shenandoah Valley and northwestern Virginia over the preceding
decade, the "peculiar institution" in Pendleton had subsided from the
1850 enumeration of 322 slaves. In a mountainous region where livestock
raising and subsistence agriculture constituted the prevailing means of
livelihood, slavery could never develop more than marginal economic
importance.l

As a reflection of the secession issue, the outcome of the 1860
presidential election in Virginia was nebulous at best. John Bell,
the Constitutional Union candidate and opponent of disunion, received
74,681 votes and won the state by the tiny plurality of 358 over
Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge. Breckinridge was generally
considered the extreme candidate in defense of his section's institutions
and prerogatives and was therefore most favored by secessionists. Yet
he also appealed to western Virginians as a states rights' Union man
and in fact carried what comprises present-day West Virginia, receiving

21,908 votes from these counties compared to 20,997 for Bell.
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Paradoxically, Breckinridge actually obtained a slightly higher
proportion of the total votes cast in northwestern Virginia than east
of the Blue Ridge, where Bell polled more votes than any other
candidate. The consideration of other issues by the voters and the
strong tendency toward party loyalty further blurred the election
results as a gauge of popular sentiment on the issue of Union versus
secession. Bell tended to carry former Whig strongholds while
Democratic counties inclined toward Breckinridge. Obviously, many
voters failed to perceive Breckinridge as the secessionist candidate
or Bell as an advocate of Union.

Notwithstanding these complexities, Pendleton's vote in 1860
can be reasonably interpreted as an expression of moderate Unionism.
Bell easily prevailed, his 400 votes surpassing the total of the three
other candidates combined. Breckinridge polled 217 ballote while
Unionist and Northern Democrat Stephen A. Douglas was the recipient
of 133 votes. No ballots were cast for Abraham Lincoln, whose
Republican candidacy opposed the extension of slavery into areas where
it did not already exist.2

Thus, Pendleton's meager slave population and the temperate
stance of her voters in the election of 1860, in conjunction with the
county's rough and forbidding terrain supposedly hostile to Southern
institutions, would appear to militate against her citizens' support
of secession. However, on April 17, 1861, the Virginia convention in
Richmond adopted an ordinance of secession by a vote of 88 to 55, and
although Pendleton's delegate, Henry H. Masters, voted against

secession on April 4 and again on April 17, subsequent events
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demonstrated that most countians acquiesced in this expression of the
will of the convention's majority.3 Just one indication of evolving
sentiment within Pendleton was the popular referendum of May 23 in
which her people ratified the secession ordinance by a wide margin.

Prior to April 17 the northern and central parts of the Valley
of Virginia, including that stratum of counties lying immediately
west of the Valley proper, generally opposed secession and espoused
a qualified Unionist position. This region encompassed those counties
with which Pendleton enjoyed the greatest geographical propinguity,
commercial intercourse, and soclal rapport. Included in this group
were the counties of Rockingham, Augusta, Rockbridge, Highland, Bath,
Allegheny, Pocahontas, and Greenbrier. Either Bell or Douglas had
carried all but two of these counties in 1860. Except for Rockingham
and Rockbridge, the multiple delegates of both counties having divided
on the question, all clearly opposed secession even on the April 17
convention ballot which occurred after Fort Sumter, Lincoln's call
for volunteers to suppress the rebellion, and the appearance of state
"coercion" as an issue.5 However, following passage of the ordinance
these same counties, as did Pendleton, acceded to the course which
many of the delegates from the eastern and southwestern parts of the
state had advocated from the convention's beginning. Like Pendleton,
all were to become stalwarts of the Confederate cause despite their
initial Unionist inclinations.

The issue of coercion was a powerful inducement for moderstes
to swing to the support of secession and doubtless offered a partial

explanation for the decisive victory of the disunionists in
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Pendleton's May 23 referendum. Even the Unionists of western Virginia
who rejected the right of secession alsc usually denied the
constitutional power of the Federal government to coerce a state.6

But a more compelling reason for Pendleton's gravitation into the

orbit of the Confederacy was simply her people's attachment to the

014 Dominion. One study of the May 23 referendum vote concludes that
there existed little correlation between the number of slaves as a
proportion of total county populations and the votes cast for secession.
The eastern counties of present-day West Virginia, including Pendleton,
were more rural, sparsely peopled, and hence traditional. They lacked
industry, economic contacts with the North or a significant foreign
element, nor were they hinterlands to cities or towns possessing such
characteristics in contrast to those northwestern counties satellite
to Wheeling and Parkersburg.7 Despite the intervening massiveness of
Shenandoah Mountain, Pendleton had closer social and economic ties
with the Valley of Virginia than with the northwestern counties,
against which the Allegheny ranges erected an even more formidable
barrier. Moreover, the county's rivers and therefore a portion of her
commerce flowed not to the Chio but to the lower Potomac. This
characteristic, which would eventually bind the county to the new state
of West Virginia, helped effect in 1861 an intimate bond with 0ld

Virginia,
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The County Court Acts in Support
of the Confedersacy

If the people of Pendleton were violently agitated over the
secession issue, that turmoil is not reflected in the records of the

county court which make no reference to the crisis prior to May 9,

8

1861. The storm clouds of secession and war had gone unheeded and
occasioned little preparation unless one counts & regimental muster in
the fall of 1860 which featured three days of drill at the county seat.9
However, after the crisis had crystallized, numerous Virginia counties
inaugurated vigorous measures for defense well in advance of the May 23
referendum. Pendleton was no exception, for on May 10, 1861, the county
court met to consider what steps 1t should take to deal with the
emergency, the first session where the court's agenda addressed itself
to the possibility of war. The first order of business was the
appointment of a committee comprised of Justices Benjamin Hiner,
John E. Wilson, H. ¥. Temple, Cyrus Hopkins, and Solomon Hedrick who
reported recommendations unanimously adopted by the court.

It was first ordered that interest bearing bonds not exceeding
6,500 dollars in aggregate value be issued on the faith and ecredit of
the county in denominations not less than twenty-five dollars. The
bonds were not to be sold at less than their par value, were to pay
interest semi-annually, and the entire principal was to be redeemable
in six equal yearly installments. Jacob F. Johnson, William MeCoy,
and Samuel Johnson were appointed commissioners for the sale of the

bonds end the disbursement of the proceeds realized by the sale. These
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funds were to be deposited with Henry H. Masters to the credit of the
county until required to be drawn upon. That same session the court
ordered that military companies of at least sixty men be raised,
uniformed, equipped, and armed. No more than thirty dollars per man
was to be spent for that purpose. It was required that the captain
of each company and one or more sureties give bond for the proper
expenditure of these sums. The amount disbursed for uniforms and
equipment for the "Franklin Guard" or other companies was not to exceed
6,000 dollars. David G. MeClung was sppointed treasurer of this fund.
It was also ordered that the justices of the court ascertaln the
economic needs of the families of soldiers within their respective
magisterial districts and to supply these necegsities. The justices
were to report each month to the commissioners, and their vouchers
for such supplies were to be honored up to the amount of 500 dollars.lo
For the defense of the county in the absence of the other
compenies, the court ordered the organization of a home guard to consist
of men between the ages of forty-five and sixty-five. J. F. Johnson
was appointed "Chief of the home guard of Pendleton County."
Captains, with the authority to muster their companies once a month,
were appointed for each magisterial district. Commissioned as captains
were Samuel Johnson in Distriet No. 1 (presently Franklin District),
Benjamin Hiner in District No. 2 (Sugar Grove), Harry F. Temple in
District No. 3 (Bethel), Cyrus Hopkins in District No. & (Mill Run),
John Boggs in District No. 5 (Union), and Jesse Waybright in

District No. 6 (Circleville).ll
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The first Pendleton volunteer compeny to enter the Confederate
service was the Franklin Guards, enlisted May 14, 1861 for one year,
end mustered May 26. This compeny, captained by John B. Moomau, was

well trained and equipped, having been formed in the spring of 1859 as

1

& volunteer company of militia. Described as "a picked body of men"

110 strong, the Guards presented a smart appearance in thelr dark
blue uniforms with black hats and plumes. A second company, known as
the Pendleton Minute Men and commanded by Captain David C. Anderson,
enlisted May 18, 1861 for a year's service. This was also a choice
company, although not so elite as the Franklin Guards.12

On May 14 Captain Moomau's company left Franklin for Monterey,
followed four days later by the Minute Men.13 Confederste companies
were then assembling in Highland County preparatory to a march to
Grafton for the defense ¢f northwestern Virginia.lh A letter from
Colonel B. Christian to Major Harman, written at Franklin on May 17,
describes the organization of Anderson's company and the activities

of militery preparation in Pendleton.

Captain Mooman [Moomau] sent his company on their
march to Monterey and he came with us to this place,
and last night sent expresses all over the county to
collect the men with their rifles and ammunition here
ready to march by ten o'clock Ssturday morning. The
militia have Jjust been drawing here, and we ordered in
one-hglf the draft, and promised to receive them as
volunteers, provided they bring their own rifles, etc.
In this way, to escape a draft, we expect to ralse from
100 to 200 riflemen tomorrow and cthers to follow
afterward; splendid soldiers for skirmishing and
scouting duty . . . We purchased, at the Baltimore cost,
of Mr. Anderson, merchant here, 5 kegs of rifle powder,
F.F.G., Beatty & DuPonts; 200 Ely's military caps for
percussion-muskets and minie rifles, 300 {about) flints
. « . Mooman [Moomau] is a graduate of the Virginia
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Militery Institute, knows this country and people,

and would make a good commander.l>

Following passage of the secession ordinance, Unionist counties
in the northwestern porticn of the state held conventions at Wheeling
in Mey and June 1861, establishing the loyal "Reorganized Government

of Virginia."

Pendleton was not represented in either convention as
her citizens ratified the secession ordinance on May 23 by a substantial
margin. The referendum balloting was viva-voce and it is generally
conceded that both sides practiced various degrees of intimidation
in western Virginia.16 A letter of May 17, composed at Monterey by
Colonel R. Turk, shows the menacing stmosphere surrounding the
plebiscite.

Highland is all enthusiasm, and our appearance, with

the efforts of ordinance men here, I think will have

8 good effect on the wavering and those who had

determined to vote against it.lT
Pendleton's Southern sympathies, as well as concern over a few pockets
of Unionist sentiment, are reflected in Captain Anderson's description
of the referendum in a May 25 letter to J. B. Moomau.

Qur election passed off quietly. And Pendleton

has again immortalized herself. The maj [ority] for

the ordinance is about 550 - which taken with the vote

of our boys will reach 750. There were but two places

in the county that gave a Union vote. Mallons [Mallow]

& Seneca, 57 to 43 against Secession —, Sgneca, 47 to 92

against — We will look after them soon.l
In its last sentence this message offers a presentiment of the bitter

and vengeful course that the war would take in Pendleton. The election

results also reveal the approximate relative strengths of the
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secessionist and Unionist factions within the county. Alternative sets
of returns were reported from Pendleton, 913 to 163 and T13 to 163 in
favor of disunion.l9 The former figures appear to be the correct ones
as they include the ballots of about 200 Confederate soldiers in the
county's two volunteer companies. These men were in service outside
the county and were thus unable to participate in the May 23 plebiscite
within Pendleton, but thelr votes for secession were a foregone
conclusion.

In the wake of the strong secessionist majority exhibited in the
referendum returns, the county court of Pendleton was called inte
session on June 6, 1861. After the disposal of certain routine
metters pertaining to deeds and estates, the following resolution was
unanimously adopted:

Whereas the Convention of Virginia by the

Ordinance of Secefsion [sic], having disolved [sic]

all connection between the United States of America

and the State of Virginis, and said Ordinance having

been ratified by an overwhelming Majority of the

voters of the State, and thus exempting all officers

of Virginia from Their Cbligation to Support the saild

Constitution of the United States .

Be it therefore resolved by this Court that if

any Member or Members of the Court have any scruples

or doubts upon the Subject it is hereby declared to

be thelr duty to resign Their Offices forthwith .20

All the "Gentlemen Justices" in attendance then swore allegiance
to the constitution of the Confederate States of America. Present and
taking the oath were James Boggs as presiding justice, Benjamin Hiner,

James A. Harding, Sampson Day, Johnson Sites, Solomon Hedrick, Jesse

Waybright, William H. Lough, William Dyer, Saulsberry Trumbo, Jacob
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Trumbo, John Kiser, Samuel Puffenbarger, Daniel Harold, Isaac Teter,
John W. Dolly, Harry F. Temple, Jaccb Dove, and John E. Wilson.21

At the same session it was ordered that the sheriff collect
eight cents per 100 dollars value on land and taxable property to raise
the 1,158 dollars levied at this same meeting of the court, the funds to
be applied for the benefit of the volunteer companies of the county’22

A third military company from the county enlisted June 9, 1861
for service of one year and mustered June 11 at Hightown, Highland
County. Named the Pendleton Rifles, it was composed wholly of farmers
without military experience, except for the scanty knowledge gleaned
from the annusl militia musters. George H. Smith, & Gilmer County lawyer
and later colonel of the Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry and Sixty-second
Virginis Mounted Infantry, was elected captain by unanimous vote, Each
soldier of the Pendleton Rifles was supplied with a pair of pants, a
cap, & linsey-woolsey shirt, an old-fashioned (by 1861 standards)
flintlock musket, and g half dozen rounds of ammunition. Immediately
after its formation, this company marched westward over the Staunton
and Parkersburg Turnpike to Jjoin Confederate forces which had already
retreated from Philippi to the vicinity of Rich Mountain, Randolph
County.23

In the spring of 1861, the government and a preponderance of the
people of Pendleton committed their treasure and their sons in a
vigorous endorsement of Virginia's support for the Confederacy. In the
rush and confusion of events, the sentiments and doubts of the minority

who had voted against the secession ordinance were eclipsed by the

enthusiasm — and perhaps intimidation — of their neighbors. But this
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element, though muted and unorganized for the moment, could not permit
the county's secessionists to remain unchallenged indefinitely. The
discontent and disruptive potential of the Unionists, only temporarily
held in abeyance, portended the harsh tragedies of the fratricidal strife

that would inevitably develop.
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IT. HOSTILITIES IN ADJACENT COUNTIES

The civilian population of Pendleton did not immediately
experience first-hand the viclence and depredations of war. The mails
continued to be carried between Franklin and Petersburg for a time
after the initial outbreaks of armed conflict between Federal and
Confederate forces elsewhere.l The county court transacted the public
business as usual, engaged with such routine matters as the maintenance
of roads, the administration of estates, the licensing of businesses,
and the adjudicetion of criminal and civil actions under the laws of
Virginia. Indeed, the exigencies of war seemed sufficiently remote
that after the initial flurries of activity at the time of the formation
of military companies and the ratification of secession, the sole
reference in the court records of 1861 to the existence of war was
an order for the election of an overseer of the poor, the vacancy
occasioned by the inability of D. C. Anderson to perform his duties on

account of his membership in a volunteer company.

Philippi, Rich Mountain, and Corricks Ford

In May of 1861 both the Federals and Confederates took steps to
secure northwestern Virginis for thelr respective governments., A small
force of Southern troops under Colonel George A. Porterfield occupied
Grafton on May 24. The town was an important point on the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad and Junction of the roads to Wheeling and Parkersburg.3

Pendleton's two companies marched from Monterey to Grafton to Join
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Porterfield, and participated in the Confederate withdrawal from
Grafton to Philippi, prompted by the much larger approaching Federal
forces and the latter town's greater sympathies for secession.

During the retreat to Philippi, while the troops were marching along a
railroad track, a false rumor spread to the effect that the arrival of
cars carrying large numbers of Union troops was imminent. Great
confusion developed among the untrained and unseasoned Confederste
soldiers. Charles Campbell of Highland County noted, and lster
recorded in his diary, that amidst the chaos in other units "Captain
Moomau forms his guards ready to fire. There is pluck in the captain
that I like."?

On June 1, the Virginis Advisory Council urged Governor Letcher
to order the militia of Pendleton and neighboring counties to Philippi
to reinforce the Confederate command there. However, before this
troop movement could be put into effect, Porterfield had been driven
from the town.6 In the early morning of June 3, a force of 3,400
Federals, commanded by Colonel Benjamin F. Kelley, attacked the 800
Confederates at Philippi. The surprise was complete as the Union
troops had marched all night in a driving rain and the undisciplined
Southern pickets,who had abandoned their posts to remain dry, did not
expect an attack. The Confederate soldiers were generally thrown into
pandemonium as the reports of the several Federal cannon broke the
morning calm. So hastily did the Rebels retreat toward Beverly,
Randolph County, that their withdrawal came to be known as the
"Philippi races." The only Federal to receive a serious wound was

Colonel Kelley.7 While the dublous honor of inflicting Kelley's wound



Plate No. 5.

) rson’s il

{/ CoffiCHS For

/’D 49
4, | /
g_,~§ o) Gt 0
53 A
e () rm /S

o) 5 10
i
f

Sehle of Miles

The Tygart and Cheat Valleys

26




27

had numerous claimants, one account states that in the tumult Captain
"Mume'" was able to keep some of his men together and fire on the
attacking Federals, wounding Kelley in the process.8 Despite the fact
that many seemed unable to spell the captain's surname correctly, the
courage and bearing of Moomau and the Franklin Guards excited much
admiration.

Following the Confederate rout from Philippi to Beverly,
Captain Moomau marched the Franklin Guards and some Highland troops
across the Alleghenies directly from Beverly to Pendleton,9 arriving
in Franklin on June 6. Accompanied by the newly organized Pendleton
Rifles, the Guards three days later again left Franklin with their
destination the Jjuncture with Confederate forces at Huttonsville,
Randolph County.lo There, on July 1, twenty-four companies of western
Virginians were organized into the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-first
Virginia infantry regiments, commanded by Colonels J. M. Heck and
William L. Jackscn, respectively. Governor Letcher had called out the
militia of Highland, Pendleton, and Bath, but Colonel Heck took only
about 300 men from the three counties so that the majority could remain
on their farms and tend their crops.ll The Guards and Rifles became
Companies B and E of the Twenty-fifth Regiment while the Minute Men
became Company B of the Thirty—first.lg

On June 1L, 1861, Brigedier General Robert S. Garnett arrived
in Huttonsville to assume command of the Confederate army in the Tygart
Velley. This force, soon to be augmented to almost 8,000 men, probably
never exceeded half the size of the opposing body of Union troops under

Major General George B. McClellan. Garnett fortified the strategic
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highway passes at Rich Mountain and Laurel Hill in an attempt to
defend the territory east of the passes and at the same time threaten
the Baltimore and OChio Railroad. But on July 11 a force of 2,000
Federals under the immediate command of General William S. Rosecrans
gained control of Rich Mountain Pass by flanking five companies of
Confederates and their single artillery piece. Rosecrans was aided
in this maneuver by young David Hart, who guided the Northern troops
along a little known mountain path to the enemy rear. Lieutenant
Colonel John Pegram, commanding the Confederates at Rich Mountain,
decided that his men were too demoralized to counter-asttack the
numerically superior Federal forces. Moreover, Pegram erroneously
believed that Union troops had already occupied Beverly and thus
thwarted his withdrawal southward toward Huttonsville, near where a
portion of the Confederate command - the Twentieth and Forty-fourth
Virginia Regiments — was in rapid retreat. After encountering slight
resistance to his feeble attempt to unite with Garnett's larger force
at Laurel Hill to the north, Pegram felt compelled to surrender his
555 men, most of whom were exhsusted and had not eaten in two days.l3
Most of his officers concurred with Pegram's view that all
avenues of escape were cut off and that, considering the famished state
of their soldiers, surrender remained as the only possible course of
action. Lieutenant Colonel Heck and Captain Moomau alone opposed
capitulation. Following the Philippi affair, Moomau had marched his
men via the Seneca road over the Cheat and Allegheny Mountains to
Pendleton. He believed that Pegram's entire force, consisting of most

of the Twenty~fifth Virginia, could escape by this same road which was
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close at hand. But Pegram, his men already exceedingly hungry,
presumed that trail too rough and the region too thinly peopled to
sustain his command. While Pegram prepared to surrender his troops
to McClellan at Beverly on July 13, without his superior's permission
Captain Moomau slipped away in the night of July 12, leading forty of
his men over the mountains to Seneca and then to Monterey. Possibly
all of the force could have thus escaped if Moomau's bold suggestion
had been acted upon.lh

The Pendleton Rifles and fifty-two members of the Franklin
Guards surrendered at Beverly. These men were paroled and later
exchanged. The Pendleton casualties at Rich Mountain were sustained
by Company E of the Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry. Morgan Moyers
was killed and Frederick Crummett wounded on Rich Mountain. On
July 6, John C. Dahmer and David A. Van Meter suffered wounds in the
skirmish at Middle Fork Bridge. The first county soldier to be killed
in the war was Washington Phares of the Minute Men. He died at

Laurel Hill where his company served as part of the Thirty-first

Virginia which, along with the First Georgia and Twenty-third

Virginia, comprised the bulk of the 3,400 troops under General Garnett.

When Garnett learned that Pegram had been dislodged from Rich
Mountain Pass, he immediately began to retreat southward from Laurel
Hill to avoid being cut off. Five miles from Beverly on the morning
of July 12, Garnett discovered that Federal troops had already entered
that town. Since it was to be several hours before McClellan occupied
Beverly in strength, Garnett could have forced his way through the

town. But falling into essentially the same error as Pegram, he

5
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considered the southern avenue of retreat to be effectively barred.
Eschewing an attempted escape over the Seneca road for the same
reasons as Pegram, this left only a withdrawal northeastward through
Parson's Mill to the Northwestern Virginia Turnpike at Red House,
Maryland. Pursued by General Thomas Morris, Garnett was killed at
Corricks Ford as his rear guard skirmished with the Federals. The
Southern troops, now totally disorganized, nevertheless continued to
Red House, and then trudged south again via Greenland Gap, Peters-
burg, and Franklin to Monterey.l6 On July 17 the remnants of Garnett's
force passed through Upper Tract, Pendleton County. Many citizens
of this place provided foodstuffs for the weary, half-starved

17

troops. In Franklin this scene was repeated as a gresat crowd of
friendly people brought wagonloads of provisions for the soldiers.
Described as "nearly perished and certainly not very polite," the men
finally climbed into each wagon and began tossing out "meat and bread
and pies and cakes, like a farmer throws corn to his hogs.“la
The Pendleton Minute Men of course shared in the 135 mile trek
from Laurel Hill to Franklin. So many of its members suffered from
illness as & result of the march that the entire company received an
eight day furlough upon arrival in its home county. As a conseguence
of widespread sickness and demoralization, a company muster and payroll
dated October 31, 1861 reveals that the company had not yet reformed
as a functioning unit, although some members were serving in a

detached capacity. Of ninety-one men listed, twenty-nine were sick

and nineteen had deserted.lg
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A smaller residue of Garnett's army retreated across Pendleton
via a different route. As Garnett withdrew toward Corricks Ford,
about 200 Georgia troops concealed themselves behind a fence along
the line of march, with the object of ambushing their pursuers as
they apprecached. Inexplicably, the Confederates faliled to open fire,
the Federsls passed them by, and they found themselves severed from
the main body of the Southern force. Taking flight to the woods, the
Georgians encountered James Parsons, a local inhabitant who guided
them across the Alleghenies to Pendleton by way of Otter Creek.
Navigating this trackless wilderness by compass and peeling bark from
the birch trees for food, the Rebel band reached and crossed
Pendleton County, finally arriving at the Confederate lines in High-
land County.go According to Morton, a portion of Garnett's army
marched up the North Fork. If so, it must heve been the Georgians.gl

After the debacle, Brigadier General Henry R. Jackson assumed
command at Monterey and was confronted with the task of transforming
the bedraggled and demoralized "debris" into an effective military
force. On July 20 he described a sizable portion of his men at
Monterey as "pitiable" and

. + . absolutely stripped of everything — tents,

clothing, cooking utensils, shoes — and I am sorry

to believe that many have thrown away their arms.

Men and horses, Jaded, dispirited, halt, and

limping are wholly unfit for duty. . . 22

In addition to problems of organigzation, supply, and morale,
illness continued to plague the Confederates in Highland. Leonard

Harper Hammer, a Pendleton soldier, wrote home on August 18 that
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"We have about seven hundred sick men between here [Camp Bartow] and
McDowell. When we were in Monterey they died very fast."23

It must be remembered that these were essentially the same
troops who several months later would repulse the Federals at
Greenbrier River and Allegheny Mountain. But at the time Jackson
feared that with such material to pit against MeClellan, the prospects
for defending Staunton and the Virginia Central Railroad appeared
bleak. Exaggerated reports of McClellan's strength compounded the
gloom.zh Garnett's defeat and the subsequent retreat of his force
also precipitated a panic in Pocahontas and Greenbrier counties where
it was generally believed that the Federals would probably pursue the
disorganized Confederates and open the Greenbrier Valley to attack.25
However, these threats did not materialigze.

The military events in western Virginia in the summer of 1861
possessed national as well as local implications. In the wake of
the Federal disaster at Bull Run, McClellan's success was seized upon
by a nation desperate for a victory, and the "Napoleon of the West"
was catapulted to the command of the Army of the Potomac. Fortunately
for the Confederates at Monterey, McClellan removed many of his
units from western Virginia to bolster his force at Washington. The
Federal control of the Tygart Valley was achieved, a fact which the
South was unable to successfully challenge for the duration of the
war despite several spectacular Rebel incursions. Most important,
Federal dominance in the Tygart Valley assured the ultimate success of
the Restored Government of Virginia and the creation of the new state
of West Virginia, of which Pendleton County was destined to become a

part.26
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Cheat Mountain, Greenbrier River,
and Camp Allegheny

Pendleton was spared invasion in 1861. On the northwest and
southeast the county was protected by the towering Allegheny and
Shenandoah ranges. The county was most susceptible to attack from the
northeast along the axes of its parallel valleys, but this particular
vulnerability was not exploited. However, Just south of the county
line lay the strategically important Staunton and Parkersburg
Turnpike, which followed the approximate path of present-day U.S.
Route 250. Most of the nearby conflict remaining in 1861 occurred
along this roadway. In the absence of effective resistance, the
Federals would be able to march over this thoroughfare across the
mountains directly to Staunton and the Virginia Central Railroad.

In the opposite direction,to the west, this highway led to the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at Grafton, Junction of the rail lines to
both Wheeling and Parkersburg.

On July 15 General Jackson reported the force at Monterey to
consist of approximately 2,500 effective troops.27 The town becane
a depot of supplies transported from Staunton. Jackson worried that
Monterey, while suitable as a depot, could not be defended without
fortifying the passes on Cheat or Allegheny mountains to the west.28
Also realizing the possibility of a Federal advance through
Pendleton, he ordered scouting patrols to continually probe the
valleys of the Potomac's tributaries to Petersburg and beyond.29 The
general complained that the troops engaged in scouting were most

inefficient. Consisting of volunteers and militia from surrounding
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counties, these soldiers continually applied for furloughs, not only
as individuals but as "entire commands." Apparently, numerous men
visited their homes and families without permission, for Jackson
expressed the hope that his force would be strengthened by the
"return to duty of the absent."BO His censure probably included
portions of the Minute Men and Guards,who were then performing
detached scouting service in Pendleton and Hardy under the command
of Lieutenant W. McCoy. The former company was particularly riddled
with absenteeism from sickness and desertion. In early September
parts of the two companies were occupying an advanced post at
Petersburg. On the seventh of that month, the force was defeated
and compelled to retire to a position within Pendleton.31
As the new Federal commander in western Virginia following
McClellan's departure, Rosecrans fortified Cheat Mountain Pass on
the turnpike east of Huttonsville. On July 24 Brigadier General
William W. Loring arrived in Monterey to take command of the
Confederate troops in Highland and Pocahontas counties, about 8,500

32 Early

effective men, half of whom were situated at Huntersville.
in August General Robert E. Lee appeared on the scene to undertake

an assault against the Federal fortification on Cheat Mountain, for
which preparations were completed a month later. However, these
attacks — which were executed from September 12 to 15 — were repulsed
by Union troops commanded by General J. J. Reynolds. Several weeks
later on October 3, Reynolds with 5,000 Ohio and Indiana infantry

attacked 2,000 Confederates under H. R. Jackson at Camp Bartow, where

the turnpike crossed the east fork of the Greenbrier River. Reynolds
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withdrew after a seven and one-half hour engagement in which the
defenders suffered a loss of thirty-nine casualties and the Federals,

forty~three.33 Pendleton soldiers may have fought in this battle

as members of the Thirty-first Virginia Regiment.311L

From Romney on October 28, General Benjamin F. Kelley issued
a proclamation to the people of the upper Potomac, urging their
loyalty to the United States, and promising protection of all their
rights with minimal interference in their customary activities or
livelihoods. Those who had borne arms against the government were
exhorted to lay them aside and swear the ocath of allegiance. At the
same time, Kelley pledged that those engaging in guerrilla warfare
against his forces would be dealt with harshly. He predicted that
Pendleton and other South Branch counties would be Unionist if
adequately protected by Federal troops, and in a November 6 communication

to MeClellan advocated Federal occupation of the valley.35

Kelley would
not be the last Union commander to underestimate Pendleton's attach-
ment to Virginia and the South.

8o critical did the Confederates consider the defense of the
Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike that, despite the shortages of
supplies and rations by autumn, they prepared to maintain a fortified
position on it for the winter. In mid-November, the Southern
troops withdrew eastward from Camp Bartow to Camp Allegheny (also
known as Allegheny Summit and Camp Baldwin), situated at the summit
and astride the turnpike a mile west of the Highland — Pocshontas line.

At an elevation of 4,250 feet, this was the loftiest winter camp-

ground to be occupied by Southern troops during the course of the war.
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Colonel Edward Johnson of the Twelfth Georgia was placed in charge of
1,200 Confederates on Allegheny Summit, including his own regiment and
portions of the Twenty-fifth, Thirty-first, and Fifty-second Virginia
regiments, Hansbrough's battalion, Flournoy's cavalry company and the
eight-six~-pounders of the Lee and Rockbridge batteries. Also included
under Johnson's command were the Forty-fourth Virginia and a section
of Rice's battery at a post on the road to Monterey, plus a small force
at Crab Bottom (since renamed Blue Grass). Cavalry had been left at
Camp Bartow to scout in the direction of the Federal position on Cheat
Mountain.36 During this interval frequent skirmishes occurred between
Union scouts operating from their camp on Cheat and Confederate
patrols from Allegheny Summit and Bartow.ST
A second disposition ordered by General H. R. Jackson for the
Army of the Northwest involved Colonel W. B. Taliaferro, who was
assigned to the command of a force composed of the First Georgia,
Third Arkansas, Twenty~third Virginia, Thirty-seventh Virginia, and
cavalry stationed at Monterey. Posted at Forks of Waters were the
Fifty-eighth Virginia and a section of Rice's battery. Taliaferro's
cavalry was engaged in scouting the countryside northward through
Pendleton toward Petersburg. On November 26 Taliaferro reported the
capture of a number of Union men who had fired upon and killed some
of his soldiers, a preview to the vicious bushwhacker's warfare that

38

would scon afflict western Virginia. In December, the colonel and
four regiments were transferred to Manassas, leaving the defense of
Highland solely to Johnson's force. The removal of Taliaferro's

regiments to another theater of the war, and rumors predicting the
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withdrawal of Johnson's command from atop Allegheny, occasioned great
excitement among and numerous petitions from the inhabitants of
nearby counties, who now feared that they would be accorded no
protection from "the ravages of the notorious Yankees."39

On December L4, William Harrison Hammer of the Franklin Guards
wrote his father from Allegheny Summit that he found the

. weather very cold. We have four regiments,

three of which have already built huts with fire-

places and the other will be finished by next week.

I never saw work done so fast in my life. A trench

is being dug around the batteries and this takes four

hundred hands. The Yankees are still on Cheat

Mountain. We are ready for them, but I doubt if they

attack us here.

This prophesy was a faulty one. 8ix days later Brigadier
General Robert H. Milroy relieved Reynolds of the command of the Cheat
Mountain District and on December 12 initiated the Federal advance
against Camp Allegheny. That same day Johnson had dispatched a
Confederate scouting party of 106 men, which ambushed the front of
Milroy's column near the eastern summit of Cheat Mountain. This
incident, in which Johnson reported "some 8 or 10" Federals killed,
alerted the Confederates to the approach of the enemy force. Before
daybreak on the morning of December 13, 1861, the Southern pickets
exchanged musket fire with one ¢f two separate Union columns totaling
1,760 men, but which the Confederates estimated at 5,000 Federsals.
Several guides, believed by Johnson to be deserters, piloted one of

the columns to the Confederate position by a steep, rocky trail

leading to the right and slightly to the rear of the defending force.
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The Confederate right was assaulted by the Twenty-fifth Ohic and
portions of the Thirteenth Indiana and Thirty~second Ohio, about
thirty minutes before the Ninth Indiana and the Second (West)
Virginia struck the Southern left. It was intended that both bodies
would attack at the same time, but the cne column prematurely
encountered Rebel pickets and then had no alternative but to cpen
the contest before the other units could place themselves in position.
The left of the field was fortified by entrenchments and artillery,
but nco defenses had been constructed on the mountain crest to the
right, where Pendleton scldiers in the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-first
Virginia fought. Also on this part of the battlefield were companies
of the Ninth Virginia and Twelfth Gecrgia, which helped to battle the
enemy through the fields of gtumps and fallen timber ascending to
the sumit ridge. After both sides had rallied several times, the
blueccats were finally driven from thelr cover and down the slope.
The engagement of the two armies in force began about 7:15 a.m. and
raged until 1:45 p.m., at which time the Federals withdrew in defest,
perhaps because their two arms had failed to strike simultaneously.
Each side sustained twenty fatalities in the struggle; the
Southern wounded totaled ninety-eight and the Northern, lO?.hl
Pendleton casualties at Allegheny Mountain were all members of
Company E of the Twenty-fifth Virginia. Zebulon Dyer was killed;
Charles E. Dyer and Abel Mitchell were wounded. Sergeant E. W. Boggs,
who commanded & detachment of county soldiers during the battle,

lost an arm.h2
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For having repulsed the Federals, Johnson was promoted to
brigadier general, commended by the Confederate Congress, and received
the sobriquet "Allegheny" Johnson. His force continued the occupation

of Camp Allegheny through the winter until the following April.h3

Confederate Military Organizations

Prior to the engagement at Rich Mountain in July of 1861, the
Pendleton Minute Men became Company B, Thirty-first Virginla Infantry
Regiment, and the Franklin Guards and Pendleton Rifles were renamed
Companies B and E respectively, Twenty-fifth Virginis Infantry. The
Minute Men originally enlisted May 18, 1861 for one year. Having
suffered illness and demoralization as a consequence of its retreat
with Garnett's army, this company was reorganized on May 1, 1862,
as Company K, Twenty-fifth Regiment, Virginia Volunteers. Captains
of this company in the order of their service were David (. Anderson,
Wilson Harper, and John J. Dunkle. Captain Anderson resigned his
commission on August 20, 1861, and Wilson Harper was promoted to that
position almost two weeks later on September 2. Harper was destined
to rise to the rank of major, assuming command of the Twenty-fifth
Virginia in mid-186L4, and constituting Pendleton's highest-ranking
officer in the regular service at the conclusion of hostilities in
April 1865.

The Pendleton Rifles enlisted on June 9, 1861, and were
commanded only by Captain George H. Smith before being captured at
Beverly on July 13, little more than a month later. Members not

captured were assigned to other companies in the Twenty-fifth Regiment.
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After the prisoners were exchanged, the company was reorganized
November 19, 1862, and on January 28, 1863, was transferred to the
Sixty-second Virginia Infantry, becoming Company I. Some members were
assigned to a second Company E, Twenty-fifth Regiment, apparently
formed by Captain Smith before members of his old company had been
exchanged. This new company,which was created from "members of
various other companies of the 12 months' organization of the regiment,
and recruits from the Virginia Militia,' was reorganized, along with
the entire regiment, on May 1, 1862. Smith was succeeded as captain
by E. W. Boggs and later J. H. Johnson, both Pendleton men.

The Franklin Guards had enlisted May 1k, 1861, for a year's
service. A portion of the company surrendered at Beverly two months
later and was parocled. Denominated as Company B, Twenty-fifth
Regiment and commanded by John B. Moomau prior to its capture, the
company following its exchange was reorganized November 19, 1862,
under Captain Charles D. Boggs, and on January 28, 1863, became
Company F, Sixty-second Virginia. Some of the men not captured in
July 1861 were subsequently assigned to other companies of the
Twenty-£ifth I‘iega’_mzmant.l’d‘L

Pendleton's Forty-sixth Regiment of Virginia Militis was
commanded at the outbreak of the war by Colonel Jehu F. Johnson and
included in a brigade under Brigadier Genersl James Boggs. Morton
states that this regiment was summoned into service in the spring of
1861 and served briefly under Thomas J. Jackson "in the lower

L5

extremity of the South Branch Valley." This possibly refers to the

seizure of the U. S. arsenal at Harper's Ferry by troops of the
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Virginia Militis on April 16, 1861. Again on November 14, Major
General Jackson ordered this regiment into service for six months.
It was disbanded April 5, 1862. Company A was captained by Emanuel H.
Mitchell. After this company's dissolution, some of its members were
assigned to Company E, Twenty-fifth Regiment. Captain Jonathan Hiser
commanded Company B which contributed soldiers to Company E of the
Twenty-fifth and to Colonel Imboden's Partisan Rangers. William S.
Arbogast served as the captain of Company C. Also, a company was led
by Captein Joseph H. Lantz. Part of this unit was captured on March
L, 1862, at their camp at Mouth of Seneca while guarding the pass
through the Allegheny Mountains. A few members subsequently belonged
to the Eighteenth Virginia Cavalry.hT
In addition to the Guards and Rifles, which were attached to
the Sixty-second Regiment in late January of 1863, other companies
of the regiment were composed of and commanded by FPendleton soldiers.
This command had its beginnings as the First Regiment Virginias Partisan
Rangers. In March of 1862, Governor Letcher, in hopes of hindering
Union pacification of western Virginia and thwarting the separate
statehood movement, issued a proclametion urging trans-Allegheny
Virginians to adopt the tactics of guerrilla warfare. Commissions
were issued for the recruitment of such irregular units, of which
Colonel John D. Imboden's Partisan Rangers became one of the best
l«mowmu8
On June 23, 1862, Imboden informed the Secretary of War that

he planned to visit Pendleton and neighboring counties that week to

C . . L .
muster several companies into his Partisan Rangers. ? One such unit
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was mustered in June of 1862 on the old militia drill field at the
confluence of North Fork and Dry Run. Captain Absalom H. Nelson was
elected to lead the company, which was composed of men from the Upper
North Fork, Smith Creek, the South Branch upstream from Franklin, and
East Dry Run. On September L, 1862, Nelson's company was reorganized
(from Company E of the Partisan Rangers) as Company C, Sixty-second
Virginia Regiment. John B, Moomau succeeded Nelson as captain.
Recruited at about the same time was Company K (formerly Company B,
Partisan Rangers), which was enlisted near McCoy Mill and consisted
of recruits from the South Fork Valley. As was the case with Company
C, these included former members of disbanded militia companies or
of the other volunteer companies formed prior to Riech Mountain.
Captain James H. Carrickhoff of Rockingham County commanded the
company, which was organized on July 29, 1862. Company D (once
Company K of the Partisan Rangers) consisted mostly of Highland
men but was headed by Captain Soloman Fleisher, whom Morton lists as a
Pendleton soldier. This company was organized on September 27, 1862,
for the duration of the war. County men also served in the Eighteenth
Cavalry, especially in Company A.so

On September 9, 1862, the Sixty-second Regiment completed its
organization at Warm Springs, Virginia. It was composed of both
cavalry and infantry until December of 1862, when the regiment's
cavalry companies were combined with other mounted units in the
creation of the Eighteenth Virginia Cavalry. Sometime in 1863 the
regiment was mounted, becoming the Sixty-second Virginia Mounted

Infantry Regiment. Organized to fight either as cavalry or infantry



Ly

depending on the circumstances, its soldiers were armed with carbines
and sabers. When required to engage the enemy as infantry, every
fourth man held his own and three other horses while his comrades
went into action. Colonel John D. Imboden served as the regiment's
commander until he was promoted to the rank of brigadier general in
January of 1863. At that time Colonel George H. Smith of the Twenty-
fifth Regiment was transferred to the command of the Sixty—second.5l

The Eighteenth and Sixty-second regiments of Imboden's
Northwestern Virginia Brigade were often engaged in operations in
trans-Allegheny Virginia (West Virginia after June of 1863) and in
defense of the Shenandoah and South Branch valleys. But when the
Confederacy became hard-pressed for soldiers, the Sixty-second was
obliged to participate in the campaigns of Gettysburg and Cold Harbor,
among others. Aside from Gettysburg, the Eighteenth Cavalry mainly
saw action in the Valley of Virginia. In contrast to the sometimes
local activities of the Sixty-second especially, the Twenty-fifth
Infantry generally performed its service far beyond the county's
borders, including participation in meny of the major engagements of
the war. However, the Twenty-fifth did cross the Alleghenies with
Imboden on his raid in April of 1863.52

In addition to service in regular Confederate army units which
operated in reglons distant from Pendleton, many county men remained
at home as members of various irregular companies that were
responsible for much of the local strife. The Dixie Boys constituted
one of the first of these Rebel bands. Commanded by Captain Sampson

Elza of Randolph County, it consisted of men from the Dry Fork area of
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Randolph and the Worth Fork Valley of Pendleton. At some point
subsequent to the initial formation of this group, its Pendleton
constituents organized themselves as a separate contingent but retained
the original title of Dixie Boys. Although not the rank and file,

the leasders of this company were in the regular Confederate service,
Amos B. Warner in Company C, Sixty-second Infantry, and Steward D.
Bland, Company A, Eighteenth Cavalry.

Later Captain Harmon Hiner commanded another Rebel company
composed of men from the South Branch and South Fork Valleys. These
were known as the Pendleton Reserves or "Pizarinktums." Attached to this
organization of younger men was a contingent of those too old for duty
in the regular army. The latter, a remnant of the antebellum militia,
was facetiously referred to as the Groundhog Battery because it was
seldom called out except in periods of dire emergency.53 Some county
men fought in regularly constituted units that applied guerrilla
methods. Examples include Imboden's semi-irregular but well-
disciplined Firsgt Regiment Virginia Partisan Rangers and McNeill's
Rangers, this last company at various times incorporated into the
Sixty-second Mounted Infantry or Eighteenth Cavalry of Imboden's
brigade.sh

No command in the regular Federal service was ever organized
from predominantly Pendleton men, although later in the war the county's
few Unionist communities contributed their own companies, at first
irregular, then designated as State Troops of West Virginia. But in
the earlier years the Confederate element, very much in the majority,

expressed devotion to its principles more overtly and vigorously.
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Of 732 county men listed by Morton as having served the
Confederate cause, eighty-two were killed in battle or from ambush,
fifty-three died from other causes, and twenty-one more perished in
Federal prisons. The death toll of 156 amounts to a mortality rate in
excess of twenty-one percent. The total of those wounded would
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naturally be much greater.

The important zones of conflict in western Virginia in 1861 —
the Tygart Valley Just to the west, and the length of the Staunton
and Parkersburg Turnpike immediately to the south — did not directly
touch Pendleton. The eventual exchange of county soldiers following
their surrender at Beverly, as well as the rehabilitation of the
remnants of Garnett's force, began the first of several major
reorganizations of units containing Pendleton men. These initial
reorganizations were naturally intended to enhance the efficiency of
the Southern troops in preparation for the great struggle yet to come.
In large measure, however, the important question of Pendleton's
future alignment with the embryonic state of West Virginia had already

been decided by the Tygart Valley campaign of 1861.
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IITI. THE WAR COMES TO PENDLETON

The County Court Combats
Inflation and Scarcities in 1862

Among the Confederate states, Virginia was unique in that
problems of relief occasioned by wartime conditions remained primarily
the responsibility of the various municipalities or county courts
throughout the war. The increasingly severe scarcity of goods
accompanied by rampant inflation made imperative the rendition of aid
to certain elements in the population. The high incidence of
desertion could in many cases be attributed to the desperate economic
situation on the home front, and the natural inclination of Southern
soldiers to leave their units in order to assure the survival of their
families. Poor relief had traditionally been a concern of the county
court. ZFarly in the war Virginla specifically delegated the matter
of succor for the destitute to the county courts and retroactively
legalized actions already taken.l

During the March 6, 1862 session of the county court of
Pendleton, Benjamin Hiner was elected presiding justice in the stead
of James Boggs who had died in January. At this meeting the court
ordered that the fund of 200 dollars appropriated at the January
session for the relief of the families of militiamen in the service
of Virginia be increased to 300 dollars, this sum to be taken from

the monies previously provided for the benefit of the families of the
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volunteer companies. A magistrate from each of the county's six
districts was appointed to administer the distribution of this fund.2

By 1862, inflation and scarcities were beginning to assume
serious proportions in Virginia, compounding the difficulties of
prosecuting the war. Joseph Waddell of Staunton, seat of contiguous
Augusta County, noted in his diary that by July brown sugar sold for
seventy-five cents a pound. Coffee, totally unavailable in Staunton,
sold elsewhere in Virginia for two dollars & pound. By mid-October
Waddell wrote that supplies of all types had become exceedingly scarce.
Flour sold for fourteen dollars per barrel, and butter for seventy-
five cents per pound. On October 22, he wrote that "We have more to
fear from the scarcity of subsistence and clothing than from the

' a statement pertaining to conditions in Staunton

Federal armies,'
but certainly applicable to many families in Pendleton as well.3

As early as March of 1862, the county court of Pendleton decided
that the inflation problem required sction. Asserting that the county
had been

. . . completely inundated with a spurious currency,

. +« . which will soon depreciate in value, if not

prove wholly worthless; and will most likely be left

in the hands of the poorer clafs [sic], least able to

bear the lofs [sicls . . .4
the court ordered the issue and dissemination of county treasury notes
to provide a safer currency for Pendleton citizens. Bonds were to be
issued in denominations of 25, 20, 15, and 10 dollars as were county

treasury notes of much smaller value, the latter to be redeemable in

the larger bonds. Two dollar, one dollar, and fifty cent notes were
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to be circulated, each denomination in the amount of 600 dollars.
Thirty-five and thirty cent notes were authorized, 300 dollars worth
of each. Twenty-five, ten, and five cent notes were also to be
issued, each in the amount of 100 dollars. The court ordered that
the new currency be printed as quickly as possible and distributed
among the merchants of the county.

A recurring practice in western Virginia throughout the war
consisted of raids by both sides into the seats of counties held
by the enemy for the purpose of sowing confusion and civil disorder
by destroying public records. Pendleton's records remained intact
throughout the conflict although Franklin was subject to such Federal
forays. It was during the March 6 session of the court that the clerk
was authofized to remove the county records to a safer repository

5

should the town be threatened by the "Public enemy."” Destruction

of county property seems to have been caused not only by Federsl,

but alsc occasionally Southern troops. At the April convocation a
committee appointed by the court ascertained that the court house and
public square had been damaged to the extent of forty-five dollars as
a consequence of its occupation by the Charlotte Cavalry.

One especially critical item that early in the war came to be
in short supply was salt. In May of 1862, the Virginia Assembly
appropriated funds to stimulate the state's production of salt, and
authorized the county courts to purchase such quantities of this
mineral as their people might require. The salt was to be purchased

by the counties, financed by loans or levies, and then distributed

among the populace at cost.T The Pendleton Justices selected Benjamin
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Hiner as the agent responsible for procuring salt for the county. Two
hundred bushels per month were ordered to be purchased from the state's
supply.

The last war-related business considered by the court in 1862
involved a charge of treason against James Burgoyne, Reuban Harman,
and Henry Mowery. No details concerning the acts upon which the
allegations were based can be found in the court records. On the
motion of the prosecuting attorney and with the acquiescence of the

court, these charges were dismissed at the November 6 session.

The First Incursion of Federals

Following his abortive attempt to dislodge the Confederates from
their position atop Allegheny Mountain in December of 1861, Milroy
wintered his Federals at Cheat Mountain and Beverly. Periodically
scouts and patrols were sent cut from Milroy's brigade for
reconnaissance and pursult of Confederate guerrillas.g Such a patrol
entered Pendleton by way of Harman, Randloph County and established
an encampment at Mouth of Seneca on March 1, 1862. Captain George
R. Latham was in command of eight or nine hundred men, the first
known Federal regulars to enter the county.

The North Fork Valley was also occupied by Southern defenders.
Two small detachments of the Charlotte Cavalry and the Rockbridge
Cavalry were posted in Germany Valley for the protection of Southern
sympathizers in that vicinity. A small company of North Fork men,
led by Captain Joseph H. Lantz, congregated at the old log Lutheran

church, a mile and a half south of Mouth of Seneca. Many of Lantz's
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men were still unsure of where to place their allegiances in those
confused and unsettled times, and therefore continued as members of
this militia company in the absence of clearly expedient alternatives.
Inefficiently armed with flintlock rifles and pepper-box pistols, and
lacking even the rudiments of military training, this motley group fled
before the advance of the Federals, but not before a number, including
Captain Lantz, were taken prisoner.l

On March 2, a contingent of Federals advanced south along the
North Fork to clear the area of Rebel forces. The Union soldiers were
met by a small force composed of Dixie Boys and some of the men fron
Lantz's company. The Rebels were ensconced in the rocks bordering the
Hinkle Gap leading into Germany Valley, this defile being situated
immediately east of the present village of Riverton. Their plan was
to ambush the Federsals from this very strong defensive position, after
which the cavalry would charge down upcon the front of the Northern
troops, who after the unexpected ambuscade would hopefully be thrown
into some confusion. However, the plan was never fully executed.
The Dixie Boys opened fire with the desired results, but the cavalry,
instead of charging, fled over North Fork Mountain via the Dolly Path
to Franklin. The outnumbered Rebels were forced to fall back into
Germany Valley, in the course of which Perry Bland of Lantz's company
and Thomas Powers of the Dixie Boys were killed. The Federals did
not venture far into Germany Valley and soon retired to their camp at
Seneca for the night. But before withdrawing, they dragged the two
corpses from the mountainside, draping them over a fence as a warning

1
to the local inhabitants with respect to the fate of Rebels. 1
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The next day William Freeland, a paroled member of the Franklin
Guards, and seventeen year old George W. Hammer traveled on horseback
from the South Branch to the North Fork to obtain news of the recent
events there. Upon reaching Germany Valley both were captured by a
Lieutenant Weaver and a detachment of infantry from the Eighth Ohio.
When questioned on the purpose of their mission, they replied that they
were going courting. Not finding this pretext compelling, the Federals
accused the two of spying, and according to one version of the incident,
sentenced them to be shot. ILuckily for young George Hammer, his
cousin Abe Hinkle had dared to incur the hatred of his Confederate
relatives by remaining loyal to the Union. Upon learning of George's
predicament, Abe interceded for his cousin and managed to have his
sentence commuted to confinement in prison.l2

The two prisoners were taken to Seneca on March L; there they
found a number of men from Lantz's company in custody. These included
Ceptain Lantz, George Bennett, Laban Teter, Tobias Raines, James B.
Buckbee, Williem Sites, Sr., and Jonathan Nelson, among others. As
these men were members of the Virginias militia, their continued
captivity would seem legitimate. But also taken prisoner were some
Southern sympathizers too aged for military service, including Jacob
Phares, Copelin Thompson, Solomon Hedrick, and Philip Harper. The
prisoners were marched that day to the house of Soldier White on Dry
Fork in Randolph County. That night Freeland wes able to escape and
return to Franklin with his belated report of these happenings. Young
Hammer, and presumably the other captives as well, was then taken to

Beverly and incarcerated in the Randolph County Jail for several weeks.
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Following that sojourn the priscners were removed to Camp Carlile in
Wheeling where they were offered the opportunity to return to their
homes if they would swear allegiance to the Union. Captain Lantz,
George Bennett, and Leban Teter took the oath, but all others refused
and were consequently transferred to the Federal prison at Camp Chase,
Columbus, Ohio. In mid-September some Pendleton men, including George
Hemmer, were removed to Johnson's Island in Leke Erie. Hammer was
exchanged on November 24; he returned home to enter the Sixty-second

Regiment.13

Arbitrary Arrest

Early in the war President Lincoln suspended the writ of habeas
corpus, an action he considered necesssry for the preservation of the
Union. This action must have seemed particularly fitting to Unionists
acquainted with the division of sentiment, the breakdown of civil order,
and the resort to guerrilla warfare which characterized western Virginia.
The need tc combat the troublesome and proliferating Confederste
irregulars, often little more than bandits clothed in Southern
patriotism, and the impotence of the usual instruments of orderly
Justice seemed to Justify the arbitrary arrests of suspected persons
even 1if definite evidence of overt acts in support of the rebellion
were weak or absent altocgether. It was common practice for patrols
authorized to arrest specific persons to also apprehend others egeainst
whom no charges had been lodged. If the evidence against a captive
appeared inconclusive, he was often released upon his taking the oath

of allegiance.
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One student of the subject, after analyzing the reasons for the

arrests of western Virginians as presented in the Official Records,

concludes that probably only a little over fifty percent of the
priscners were apprehended for really legitimate reasons. During 1861
the State Department administered this area and many arrests were made
on trivial charges. But in February of 1862 the War Department assumed
this responsibility, and s review of individual cases was undertaken to
gsecure the release of those persons against whom the charges lacked
substance. Stricter standards for the sufficiency of allegations
Justifying detention were promulgated, but many unwarrsnted arregts
continued to be made.lh

A March 13, 1862 register of former prisoners discharged from
Camp Chase or Camp Carlile includes the name of Hezekiah Bennett, the
only person listed as a resident of Pendleton County. This report con-
tains no date of arrest or discharge, stating merely that Bennett was

"released on osth and bcnd."l5

A list of priscners in custody dsted two
deys later revesls six county names and the reasons for their incarcer-
ation. Bushrod Coberly was charged with service as a '"Rebel mail
carrier." George W. Hammer was alleged to have been a "Rebel scout;
viclating parole.'" Hammer seems to have been confused with his comrade
Freeland on the last part of the charge. "Jacobs Farris" (Jacob Phares)
was mccused of "Giving aid to the enemy." Anthony MeDonald was charged
with being & "Rebel aider and horsethief." William Sites was arrested
for his membership "In Captain Lauty's (Lantz's) militia company; un-
organized." The charge against "Coplin" (Copelin) Thompson alleged that
16

he was a "Rebel aider" guilty of "intimidating Union citizens."
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During the entire course of the war sixty-five Pendletonians
were imprisoned at Camp Chase. Of these seventeen were civilians and
the remainder consisted of captured Confederate soldiers. Thirteen
of the sixty-five died while confined there. Among those eventually
to be captured and incarcerated at Camp Chase were Stewart D. Bland
and Amos B. Warner, the leaders of the Dixie Boys. Civilian officials
suffering the same experience included John E. Wilson and Solomon

Hedrick, Justices of the county court, and John M. Jones, clerk.l7

The Flight of the Mennonites
and Dunkards

In 1860 the Shenandosh Valley counties of Augusta and Rockingham
were the home of about 400 Mennonite families and a somewhat larger
number of Dunkards, this latter group alsoc referred to variously as
Brethern, Dunkers, or Tunkers. The adherents of these religious groups
accepted literally the teachings of Christ to "love your enemies" and
"turn the other cheek," and therefore usually refused to bear arms for
the Confederscy. During 1861 some young Mennonites fled to the mountains
to avold military service, Many others served, but refused to shoot at
the enemy or purposely took ineffective aim. By late spring of 1862, the
need for the Confederates to obtain every able-bodied man became acute,
but the determination of the Mennonites and Dunkards to resist con-
scription also crystallized by that time. This resistance was stiffened
by the stand of Mennonite Bishop Samuel Coffman, who ruled that

scquiescence in military service disqualified one for church membership.
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In contrast to the reluctant cooperation of 1861, many more men of
. 18

draft age hid or fled.

In a March 21, 1862 communication to Governor Letcher, General
T, J. Jackson wrote of his intention to employ the religious objectors
in such noncombatant roles as teamsters. He also noted that eighteen
of these had recently been captured in their attempt to escape to the
Union lines through Pendleton County, the usual path of the pacifists’

flight.?

By this date an extensive system of letter delivery, hide-
outs,and guides had been developed through Mennonite and Dunkard
cooperation to pilot the refugees over the mountains of Pendleton to
Petersburg in Hardy County, a post often occupied by Federsl soldlers.
Flight was usurlly undertaken in groups, most of which reached
the Union lines. However, at least two had the misfortune to be
captured. One of these bands, comprised of seventy-six fugitives, left
the Valley of Virginia on March 13, 1862, passing through Hopkins Gap
and traversing the Shenandoah Mountain. ". . . we arrived at Judy's
on the South Fork vwhere we stayed all night. The next day we crossed
Ketterman's Mountain and came to the South Branch of the Potomac."
A short distance beyond Petersburg, the group was apprehended by two
Rebel scouts. Despite their large number, they submitted meekly to
the Confederates' authority. This was hardly s hazardous endegvor
for the two scouts, for with the exception of a single pistol, these
gentle people were totally unarmed.
The captives were immediately started on the wesry trek over the

mountains toward Richmond for incarceration. The first night was spent

at the home of Cgptain Bond on North Mill Creek, where one Mennonite
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escaped. On March 16 they arrived in Franklin where a few more
prisoners were added. Here the refugees were placed under guard in
the Pendleton courthouse where they slept on the floor. The next day
the prisoners reached Monterey, and two days later entered Staunton.20
Joseph Waddell noted their presence in his diary on March 19, 1862.

Some, if not all of them, are simple-hearted,

inoffensive people belonging to the Dunkard Church,

whose tenets forbid going to war. They will be sent

to Richmond tomorrow, and are confined tonight in the

courthouse, every door and window bteing guarded by &

gsentinel. There is something pitiful in the case of

these people, flying as they were to escape conscription,

end being taken like partridges on the mountains.Zl
Also in March, probably after the larger group had been captured,
eighteen fugitives, mostly Dunkards, were arrested by Confederate

. e, 22
soldiers near Moorfleld, Hardy County.

As a result of lobbying efforts on the part of the pacifist
religious sects, on October 11, 1862, the Confederate Congress
enacted a law exempting members of Quaker, Dunkard, Nazarene, and
Mennonite churches from military service, provided they furnish
substitutes or remit a tax of 500 dollars. One reporter credited the
quiet submission of the seventy-six runaways near Petersburg with
convincing the Congress that the pacifist convictions of these sects
. 23
were sincerely held.

During the subsequent intervel of a year and a half, the members
of these churches were generally spared pressures to enter the srmy.
But as the manpower resources of the South inevitably became strained,

exemptions from service were correspondingly more difficult to obtain,

8 problem reflected in the increasing number of fugitives seeking the
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Union lines. One group of nineteen Dunkards who fled to Petersburg
found their number swollen to sixty-three after two weeks at that
town. Often the escapees were just verging on military eligibility.
Of one band of seventeen runaways, fifteen were seventeen year old boys.
Flight through Pendleton apparently continued until October of 186L,
when meny Mennonite and Dunkard families, and nearly all the sixteen
and seventeen year old boys, left the devastated Valley of Virginia
for the North under the protection of Sheridan's troops, not to return
until the conclusion of tﬁe war.g
At leest one Mennonite refugee established his new home in
Pendleton. "Potter John" D. Heatwole deserted from the Confederate
army, apparently sometime after the spring of 1863. For a while he
secreted himself in the mountains, but eventually the authorities
located his hiding place and sent soldiers to apprehend him. Warned
of the imminent danger of his capture, Heatwole eluded his pursuers
by walking backward through the snow to the top of a mountain. Fleeing
wvestward, he found asylum for the remainder of the war in the neighbor-
hood of Mouth of Seneca. His preaching in that vicinity led to the
erection of the first Mennonite meeting house in the new state of
West Virginia following the close of the wa.r.2S
One other significant religious development for this same ares
resulted from the war, although not involving Dunkards or Mennonites.
Lutheranism constituted the predominant faith in the North Fork Valley
st the outbreak of the rebellion. One and a half miles south of
Mouth of Seneca stood the log Lutheran Church where Reverend George

Schmucker had served as pastor since 1841. With the advent of war,
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the members of the congregation with few exceptions became ardent
Unionists, while Reverend Schmucker strongly supported the Southern
cause. During the war the church structure was renamed Cemp Luther
and alternately used by both Union and Confederate forces as g
barracks or base of operations. Considered a nuisance becsuse it
attracted soldiers to that specific point, its complete destruction
by fire sometime during the war was said to have been caused by the
women of nearby farms. The physical destruction of the church
sanctuary, in conjunction with the estrangement between minister and
congregation, ended the life of the Lutheran Church on the North Fork.
Efforts to rejuvenate the congregation immedistely after the war proved
fruitless, and there have been few if any Lutherans in that valley

since.

Thus, it was not until early 1862 that Pendletonians began to
feel the ominous burdens of war on their home ground. By that spring,
Federal regulars had initislly penetrated the county's boundaries,
shed native blood, and threatened civil liberties with the policy of
arbitrary arrest. During this period, the county court adopted its
first strong measures to cope with the inflation and scarcities induced
by the war. For sll their seriousness, however, these perplexities
were merely the inauspicious beginnings of crises destined to take
drastic turns for the worse as the struggle evolved. Large forces of
both sides would soon occupy the county. Most lethal of all, the bane

of incipient guerrills warfare was rising up in the people's midst.
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IV. McDOWELL AND ITS PRELUDE

On March 29, 1862, Major General John C. Fremont assumed
command of the Mountain Department, supplanting General Rosecrans.
President Lincoln appointed Fremont not primarily for his skill as s
military leader, but to appease the Republican Party's radical wing,
disgruntled since the "Pathfinder" had been removed from his command
in Missouri as a result of overzealous abolitionist activities
embarrassing to Lincoln. The Mountain Department, which consisted of
about 19,000 Federal trcops, included the Railroad District under
Brigadier General B. F. Kelley, the Cumberland District commanded by
Brigadier General Robert C. Schenck, and the Cheat Mountain District
under Brigadier General Robert H. Milroy.l

Lincoln was very much interested in having Fremont march from
western Virginia into eastern Tennessee, relieve the pro-Unionist
element there, and capture the railroad center at Knoxville. Fremont
devised a plan to accomplish these objectives. With Blenker's
division, Fremont would march up the South Branch Valley, joining
Schenck's brigade at Moorefield or Franklin. At Monterey Milroy's
brigade would be added, and the united command would march to Salem,
Virginia, destroying the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad at that point.
The railroad was far and away the most important line of transport
and supply between the northeast and southwest sections of the
Confederacy. Fremont would then advance along the railroad to

Knoxville. In southwestern Virginia the army of General Jacob Cox
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would assist by proceeding eastward from the Kanawha Valley. Part of
this proposal was finally approved by Lincoln and Stanton, but the
objective was changed. At Salem, instead of advancing into Tennessee,
Fremont would move along the railroad in the opposite direction, toward
Richmond, having combined with Genersal Banks' force of 14,000 men

that in the interim would have marched up the Shenandoah Valley in an
advance parallel to Fremont's progress up the South Branch. Thus,
Fremont's movements would constitute part of a strategy for the capture
of Richmond and the Confederate army defending that city. Also
converging on the Southern capital would be General McClellan with over
100,000 troops approaching from the east, and General McDowell with
40,000 men on the north bank of the Rappahannock, ready to advance when
the enemy's movements ceased to threaten the safety of Washington,

D. 0.2

Rebel Guerrilla Activity

Before Fremont had tsken charge of the newly created Mountain
Department or formulated his strategy, Milroy had planned to march
eastward from Cheat Mountain along the turnpike to Staunton. On
March 16, 1862, Milroy advised Rosecrans that conscription in
Pocahontas and Highland counties had spread much disaffection with
the Southern cause, and that a demonstration toward Staunton would
encourage the Unionist sentiment in these areas.3 There doubtless

were Unionists in the two counties, both adjacent to Pendleton, but

Milroy certainly exaggerated in his dispatch to Rosecrans three days
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later when he wrote of "general consternation" there. Forty-six
refugees from the two counties had informed Milroy of '"forcible drafts
into rebel army under penalty of death for refusal. They beg and
pray for protection;,say hundreds will assist in driving out traitors
if we come over."LL Subsequent wartime developments suggest that in
accepting these reports as fact, the general overestimated the
strength of Union feeling in these counties.

In the early spring of 1862, General Johnson's army of 3,000
Confederates and twelve cannon were in occupation of Camp Allegheny.
This force consisted of a small cavalry detachment and six infantry
regiments, the Twelfth Georgia, and the Twenty-fifth, Thirty-first,
Forty-fourth, Fifty~second, and Fifty-eighth Virginia regiments.

Small outlying commands were posted at Franklin, Crab Bottom, and
Monterey. About the first of April Johnson withdrew eastward to the
crest of Shenandoah Mountain so that his rear and right flank would
not be exposed to a Federal force marching up the South Branch.5
Having been in Highland County at this time, Joseph Waddell reported
in his diary on April 3 that in Highland, Pendleton, and Bath counties
the withdrawal had "caused a great panic. . . . Many of the people
were flying to get away from the Yankees. 1t was really painful to
witness the anxiety of the women."é At Monterey the order went out
that all members of Pendleton companies that had escaped capture at
Rich Mountain were to Jjoin Johnson's Army of the Northwest. A
similar call was issued to the soldiers of the county's Forty-sixth

Militia Regiment, which disbanded April 5, 1862.7
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A1l the while that the Federals were maneuvering in the
implementation of Fremont's plan, Confederate guerrillas continued to
harass them. The activity of these Rebel irregulars had intensified
during the spring of 1862, encouraged by Governor Letcher's commissions
authorizing the recruitment of "Ranger" companies. Their presence
severely hampered Federal troops in western Virginia. Not only 4id
all supply trains require g heavy guard, but troops were scattered
over the mountains in an attempt to protect the inhabitants of
Unionist communities, making it more difficult for the Federals to
concentrate their forces for effective operations. General Milroy
complained especially of this last handicap and recommended the
formation of home guard units to relieve his men of such details.8

In correspondence dated March 31, Milroy informed Fremont that,
a week before, 300 Rebel guerrillas had attacked a Unionist settlement
in Pendleton, the exact locale unspecified but probably in the
vicinity of the North Fork and its tributary, Seneca Creek. Seventy-—
five loyal citizens had repulsed the Confederates, almost certainly
Captain Elza's Dixie Boys, until the latter were reinforced. Milroy
had 300 men of the Twenty-fifth Ohic under Major Webster sent to

9

their aid. Setting out from Beverly, this Federal patrol passed
through Seneca and Circleville on its way to Monterey to Join Milroy.
No record of any encounter with the Rebel guerrillas could be found.
Portions of its route over "almost impassable roads” had not previously
been visited by Union troops — a reference to the Upper North Fork.lo

On April 6, Fremont notified Secretary of War Stanton that

Milroy had cccupied Allegheny Summit, and that the Confederate forces
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appeared to be withdrawing eastward. Milroy was ordered to take
possession of Monterey or hold some defensible point west of the town.ll
The next day Milroy advised Fremont that a scouting party of ninety
Federals under Caﬁtain Latham, sent out from Cheat Mountain the
previous week, had entered Monterey, traveling via Cirecleville and
Crab Bottom. Milroy proposed to move his headquarters to Monterey
on April 8, and recommended that supplies be transported from New
Creek to Monterey by way of Franklin rather than Beverly. Two days
later a contingent of his troops was stationed at Crab Bottom as well.

On April 9, Milroy informed Fremont from Monterey that
Johnson's force held a position beyond the Shenandoah Mountain, but
that 300 Confederate cavalry were at McDowell. At this time the
countryside was covered with a deep snow and beset by freezing rains.
Ice~-encrusted roads impeded troop movements and supply efforts. As
the ice and snow melted over the next several days, the swollen river
fords became impassable further adding to the difficulties of
Milroy's supply trains.12 At Monterey on the thirteenth, the Federals
repulsed an attacking force Milroy estimated to be 1,000 strong.l

Although Pendleton was predominantly Southern in sympathy, its
divisions in sentiment are illustrated by Fremont's report on the
seventeenth that "Franklin is rebellious, but the flag was cheered
at points along the road" as detachments from the brigades of Milroy
and Schenck passed through the county.lh

The guerrillas of Pendleton continued to be troublesome. On

April 18, Fremont directed Milroy to dispatch troops from Monterey down

the North Fork to Seneca Creek, and down the South Branch as well,
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blocking every likely road by which the Rebel irregulars on the North
Fork might attempt to escape. At the same time and in coordination
with Milroy, General Schenck was ordered to send detachments from
Moorefield to the North Fork while he proceeded to Franklin with the
bulk of his command. Their instructions further stated that all
Rebels found at the houses of "Sylvanus Harper, of Bennett, of
Hedwick, of Ferris, and the Arbigasses" (Hedrick, Phares, and the
Arbogasts) should be arrested, and the members of their bands killed
or captured. Lieutenant Colonel T. M. Harris, commanding at Weston,
was directed to block the passes through Randolph County by which the
Rebels might escape westward to the Tygart Valley.l5

This expedition yielded at least slight success, for the April

25 issue of The New-York Commercial reported that one of Milroy's

patrols had captured eight Rebels on the North Fork, including

n16 The name Bennett was apparently

"Barnett, a notorious guerrilla.
corrupted into Barnett in this account. Writing from McDowell on

May 1, Milroy apprised Fremont of a recent guerrilla attasck resulting
in a Federal loss of twenty wagons and about eighty horses. In
response, Milroy was compelling the local citizenry to furnish horses
for another wagon train, and had dispatched several parties to pursue
the guerrillas of Highland and Pendleton.17 However, most evaded
capture, for on May 11 Schenck reported the same band of 300 harassing
Union people on the North Fork and Seneca Creek.18 Bushwhackers and
guerrillas were not limited to the North Fork Valley. On May 6,
bushwhackers attacked and almost captured a forage train of Milroy’s
brigade on the South Branch. General Schenck sent a cavalry squad to

1
apprehend the attackers, but the Rebels were not to be found. 9
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The Approaches to McDowell

During the interval between April 23 and May 5, 1862, and
preceding the general Federal advance, Company A of the Fifty-fifth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry was engaged in stringing a telegraph line
along the South Branch from Moorefield to Franklin, a distance of
forty miles. About four miles of the line were constructed per day.
The remainder of the regiment occupied Franklin, and cavalry scouts
daily patrolled the road along the line. At Franklin, a telegraph
office was established in the brick home of William McCoy.gO

One of the soldiers of the Fifty-fifth described the inhabitants
of the valley traversed by the telegraph wire as "very ignorant, and
most of them are Secesh,' but pretending to be loyal to the United
States. These Federals purchased ham, eggs, and butter from the local
farmers, who were eager to receive silver coins which had ceased to
circulate in the South. Such coins were naturally much more sought
after than Confederate paper money or the scrip issued by the county
court.21

In the meantime, sizable Union forces were involved in marching
or preparing to march up the South Branch. Schenck's brigade left
Moorefield on April 29 and advanced to Petersburg, whence the trek
toward Franklin was begun on May 3. Two days later, Fremont's troops
departed from New Creek, arriving at Petersburg on the seventh.
Blenker's division was in camp there by May 11, the movement of the

Germans having frequently been hindered for want of shoes to march in.

The flooded South Branch delayed Schenck's command at Petersburg


http:McCOy.20

75

ford.22 Rising river waters at Upper Tract in Pendleton also proved
vexing. The wooden bridge there had been burned, with merely the
stone abutments left standing. The artillery and wagons were first
drawvn through the river at a ford near the burnt bridge, and the
infantry crossed along the wagons forming a bridge over the South
Branch. Thus far, except for the rising streams, the march was not
particularly burdensome, for Schenck reported the condition of the
road between Petersburg and Franklin to be "very good."23 By May 5
the brigade had reached Franklin. A skirmish took place in or near
the town on this date. The details of the incident are not found in
the Official Records, but Schenck's force was certainly involved. The

2L

next day the brigade encamped nine miles south of Franklin. As

General Schenck proceeded up the South Branch, a detachment of his
command was engaged in a parallel movement southward along the North
Fork in search of Captain Elza's guerrillas. Upon arriving at
Circleville, this contingent of Federals camped in the village
church.25

During the last days of April, Milroy had advanced from
Monterey to the hamlet of McDowell and beyond. Prior to his arrival
the inhabitants of that neighborhood had hidden thelr livestock in
the mountains to preclude its confiscation by the Federals. Forage
for the command's horses and mules was exceedingly scarce in the
vicinity. Milroy dispatched two regiments to scout and forage as far
as the eastern slope of Shenandoah Mountain, Just eighteen miles west

of Staunton. At this Juncture on the eve of the battle, Milroy

commanded 4,087 men along the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. His
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brigade included the Twenty-fifth, Thirty-second, Seventy-third, and
Seventy-fifth Ohio infantry regiments, the Second and Third (West)
Virginia infantries, two companies of Ohio artillery and part of the
First (West) Virginia Cavalry. Schenck's force near Franklin comprised
about 2,500 troops of the Fifty-fifth and Eighty-second Ohio infantry
regiments, Fifth (West) Virginia Infantry, one company of the First
Chic Artillery, and four companiesg of the First Connecticut Cavalry.2
On the morning of May T, the advance of Milroy's command was
driven from the eastern flank of Shenandoah Mountain by the approaching
infantry of General Edward Johnson. Milroy moved eastward with a
portion of his force to check the Confederates. For a time the shells
of Hyman's Battery, positioned on Shaw's Ridge, a western foothill
of Shenandoah Mountain, drove Johnson's infantry back to the eastern
slope of the mountain. But after learning that the Confederates had
begun a flanking movement to the right, Milroy retreated to McDowell
where he concentrated his entire command. UNow realizing that the
forces of Jackson and Johnson had combined, Milroy wired Fremont for
reinforcements. Fremont directed Schenck to march at once to
Milroy's aid. From a point nine miles south of Franklin and twenty-
five miles from McDowell, Schenck commenced the forced march of his
1,800 available men. Five miles north of Monterey, probably at or
near Forks of Waters, Schenck left his wagons and his soldiers'
knapsacks under an admittedly inadequate guard to expedite the
advance to McDowell, still thirteen miles distant by the most direct
route. Having moved his brigade over twenty-five miles in the past
twenty-four hours, Schenck arrived at McDowell at ten o'clock on the

morning of May 8. Skirmishing had already begun.
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As the Federals began a general advance up the South Branch,
General Johnson withdrew his Confederates from Allegheny Mountain
eastward to the crest of Shenandoah Mountain. By April 20 Johnson
was threatened by Milroy in his front, Banks in his rear, and Schenck
at Moorefield on his right flank. Therefore, his force retreated to
West View, a point just seven miles west of Staunton. The task of
his superior, Major General T. J. Jackson, was to prevent the
Juncture of Banks' and Fremont's commands so that these might be
defeated separately, tie up a sufficiently large number of Federal
troops in the Shenandoah Valley to relieve the pressure on Richmond,
and protect that portion of the Valley surrounding Staunton. At the
end of April Jackson was confronted by Milroy at McDowell, Banks at
Harrisonburg, and Fremont at Petersburg awaiting the arrival of
Blenker's division.

Leaving Ewell's army of 8,000 men at Elk Run Valley to threaten
Banks'! rear should that general attempt an advance on Staunton,
Jackson's division started on the road to Port Republic on April 30.
After a toilsome march of several days in hard rains and over
extremely muddy roads in front of Banks' force at Harrisonburg,
Jackson passed through Brown's Gap to the eastern side of the Blue
Ridge. Arriving at Mechum's River Station on May 4, he placed his
troops on railroad cars and moved them to Staunton, instead of in the
opposite direction to Richmond as his own troops and Banks had
anticipated. From Staunton Jackson marched his command westward to
join that of "Allegheny" Johnson. The combined force prepared to

assault Milroy, hopefully to clear the Confederate rear before
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proceeding against Banks' larger force. Not only had Ashby's cavalry
demonstrations effectively shielded these movements from the cognizance
of Banks, but Jackson's pickets detained all traffic traveling north-
ward from Staunton that could have apprised the Federals of his
whereabouts. General Banks, unaware of Jackson's position, assumed
that he had departed for Richmond to reinforce Johnston and Lee.28

Meanwhile, Johnson's Army of the Northwest had undergone some
reorganization at West View. On May 1 the Pendleton Minute Men
abandoned the designation of Company B, Thirty-first Regiment and
became Company K, Twenty-fifth Virginia Infantry. Wilson Harper
continued as captain of this company. Company E of the Twenty-fifth
was also reorganized. Soldiers of Pendleton's volunteer companies
who had escaped capture at Rich Mountain, former members of the Forty-
gixth Militia Regiment which had disbanded several weeks before, plus
some transfers from the Hardy Blues comprised this company and
probably contributed to the membership of Company K as well. E. W.
Boggs was elected captaln of Company E.29

Jackson's division of the Army of the Valley consisted of three
infantry brigades. The Stonewall Brigade was composed of the Second,
Fourth, Fifth, Twenty-seventh and Thirty-third Virginia regiments,
as well as Carpenter's and the Rockbridge batteries. Included in the
Second Brigade were the Twenty-first, Forty-second and Forty-eighth
Virginia regiments, plus the First Virginia Battalion. The Third
Brigade was formed from the Tenth, Twenty-third, and Thirty-seventh
Virginia regiments. The three brigades embodied an aggregate of 6,000
troops in addition to the 3,000 men under the immediate command of

Johnson.30
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The Battle

Early in the morning of May 8, 1862, the Confederate force
proceeded from the west slope of Shenandoah Mountain to the outskirts
of the hamlet of McDowell. Johnson's troops headed the column while
the Stonewall Brigade and 200 cadets from the Virginia Military
Institute were more than a half day's march to the rear. The turnpike's
eastern approach to the village descended Bullpasture Mountain through
a narrow gap and then crossed a bridge spanning the Bullpasture River,
which at this time happened to be in flood. Since the bridge and the
pass through which the turnpike threaded its way could have been
defended too easlly by the Federals, Jackson deployed his troops atop
Sitlington's Hill, a ridge trending perpendicularly south from the
highway and commanding the valley and village below. This deployment
was partially fortuitous as Milroy had dispatched skirmishers against
a Confederate observation party on the summit, and Johnson ordered
up reinforcements to secure the hill. 8till, it provided a most
advantageous position for the Southern army.

Jackson could not profitably launch a frontal attack down the
hill's steep gradient. Although cleared at the crest, it was too
rugged and heavily wocded in its lower reaches, and the swollen river
lay immediately beyond. Any attempt to funnel troops across the
bridge would invite disaster becsuse the guns of Hyman's Battery,
positioned on a knoll within the village, could be readily trained
on that point. Also, Jackson wished to preserve his force for the

later encounter with Banks. To shell the Federals from Sitlington's
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Hill would force their withdrawal but inflict minimal harm. Moreover,
the large Stonewall Brigade, constituting half the manpower of Jackson's
division, would not arrive on the scene until midnight, too late to
participate in an engagement on May 8. Therefore, Jackson decided to
flank the Federals that night by having part of his army traverse
a rough mountain trail discovered by his scouts, a path that led north
of the village and issued on the McDowell and Franklin road. But the
Confederate leader was not afforded the opportunity to execute his
plan. The Federals attacked first.Bl
On the day of the battle, the opposing forces at McDowell
possessed a rough numerical parity with about 6,000 soldiers on each
side. Throughout the morning and early afternocon, sporadic
skirmishing and the firing from Hyman's Battery comprised the only
action on the battlefield. 1In the interim, Milroy and Schenck were
assessing their situation. Forage had always been difficult to
procure in that vicinity, was now totally depleted, and as Schenck
reported, "If our horses starve a day longer, they will not be able
to draw away the train or carry us off." Also, the prospects for
prompt reinforcement appeared bleak. Fremont was sixty miles away
in Petersburg and, as Schenck put it, "That was poor supporting
distance." The Federal position at McDowell was untensble. Not only
was it wvulnerable to Confederate artillery that would inevitably
be located on Sitlingtonts Hill should the Federals remain, but it
could also be flanked. TFor these reasons Schenck and Milroy

resolved to make a reconnaissance in force against the Confederate
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line, and then retreat before the enemy had regained his balance
after the surprise blow.32
At approximately 4:30 p.m., Milroy initiated the advance of
2,268 Federals across the bridge and up the abrupt ascclivity of
Sitlington's Hill. Defending the summit of the ridge, about 4,000
Confederates lay in readiness. This battle was to involve small arms
fire predominantly, for the Confederates did not bring any artillery
forward; the Federals employed but a single six-pounder, firing with
little effect from Hull's Ridge across the turnpike. Following the
engagement of the opposing lines, Hyman's Battery in the village ceased

33

its shelling. Despite the absence of significant artillery support,

the encounter was a heated one. Jackson described the conflict as

" and Laban C. Davis, a Pendleton soldier who

"fierce and sanguinary,'
fought in many of the war's major battles, later recalled that "It
was the hardest musketry fire for the number engaged that I saw

n3k

during the whole war. The two lines attained their greatest

proximity at the center, where the fire was so intense that the balls
cleared away the brushwood utterly and even felled small trees.35
The Southern troops enjoyed the superior elevation but their
forms were silhouetted against the sky as they fired. 1In contrast,
the Federals were protected by a quantity of fallen timber, and
partially camouflaged by the lengthening evening shadows and the
powder smoke which soon enveloped the hill., Although the Confederates
could reload in safety behind the crest of the hill, they had to lean

out and thus expose themselves to discharge their fire down the steep

mountainside. Their superior position aggravated a tendency to aim
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too high. As a consequence, & high proportion of the Federal
fatellties were shot in the head, and one-half of the wounded were
able to walk away with the Union withdrawal since their wounds
afflicted the upper parts of their bodies.36 Possibly to magnify
the accomplishment of his unit, Colonel McLean of the Seventy-fifth
Ohio wrote in his report that the mountainside, at least in the
center where his regiment fought, was "entirely destitute of
protection either from trees or rocks,”" and that the Confederate
position enabled them to fire while presenting only a small part of
their anatomies as a target. The more open higher ground did afford
less protection as the Federals approached the crest, but a Scuthern
fatality rate three times that sustained by the Federals emphasizes
the difficulties that confronted the Confederates despite their
seeming advantage of position.37
Part of the higher Southern casualties resulted directly from
the foolish heroism of the Twelfth Georgia while defending the center
and most exposed segment of the line. The Georgians refused to
withdraw to the top of the ridge for their greater protection, and
despite the entreaties of their commander, continued to fight in
advance of their comrades. During the course of the contest, this
regiment sustained 175 casuslties, more than any other on either side.
At one point two Ohio regiments mounted a most effective bayonet
charge on the right flank near the summit. After the grayclad ranks
broke and rallied several times, the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-first
Virginia regiments were put in the line in aid of the Twelfth Georgia

and Forty-fourth Virginia. Some of the fiercest combat of the battle
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ensued, much of it hand-to-hand. It was participation in this action
that caused a loss of seventy-two men to the Twenty-fifth Virginia,
which included two Pendleton companies. This was the second highest
casualty total of any regiment on the field, although the Fifty-
eighth Virginia had more killed.38

As twilight gathered, both sides continued to fire at their
adversaries, whose positions were now revealed only by the powder
flashes of their muskets. Although the Federals had almost gained the
crest of Sitlington's Hill, the strong Confederate position, the
approach of darkness, and the exhausted ammunition supply of the
attackers dictated a withdrawal at about 8:30 in the evening. The
Federals made an orderly retreat down the slope, taking most of thedlr
dead and wounded with them.39

The Confederates sustained 498 casualties at McDowell compared
to 256 for the Federals. Seventy-five Southerners and twenty-six
Union soldiers were killed during the engagement. Of the seven
members of the Twenty~fifth Yirginia that were killed, six were
Pendleton soldiers. These were Charles E. Dyer, Issac L. Hartman,
Jogseph Propst, Jacob Rexroad, and Michael Skiles of Company E and
Michael Ketterman of Company K. Included among the wounded were
William 8. Dyer, A. Jackson Wilson, John W. Calhoun, Miles H. Dahmer,
Adam J. Hinkle, Jonathan C. Kile, Felix Propst, George Washington
Smith, Addison Simmons, and Abel Wimer of Company E as well as Cyrus'
Champ of Company K. Colonel George H. Smith, commanding officer of
the Twenty-fifth Virginia and formerly captain of the Pendleton

L0

Rifles, was also seriously wounded at McDowell.
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Milroy and Schenck had skillfully directed the Union troops
during the battle. Despite their untenable position and problems of
supply, they avoided a potentially disastrous Confederate flanking
movement, inflicted twice the casualties and three times the
fatalities on an enemy superior in position (and numbers as well, if
one includes the nearby and fast approaching Stonewall Brigade), and
retreated in good order. Still, the engagement constituted a
strategic victory for the South, in large part because of the

resultant Federal retreat and two weeks sojourn at Franklin.
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V. THE AFPTERMATH

The Federgl Withdrewal to Franklin

By the time of the Federal retreat from the slope of Sitlington's
Hill, darkness had fallen and the moon was shining. These Union troops
Joined their comrades in McDowell, ate supper, and slept. While the
battle was in progress, Schenck had started the wounded and supplies
for which wagons could be found on the road toward Franklin. At one
c'eclock in the morning, the troops were awakened and quietly began the
retreat to Franklin while their campfires were left burning. A
portion of the stores for which no transportation could be had was
burned. Schenck marched his men to Porks of Waters where they stopped
for rest at eight o'clock, erected a temporary field hospital, and
prepared to repulse a Confederate attack, should one be attempted.
However, except for a Rebel cavalry dash that captured some Federals
in the rear guasrd, there was no confrontation. At two o'clock in the
afternoon, Schenck resumed his march.l

When the Confederates entered McDowell early on the morning of
May 9, they found the wounded their enemy had been unable to transport,
some stragglers whom they tock prisoner, and the dead Union soldiers
in the Presbyterian Church and several private homes. The retreating
Federals had not had time to inter their fallen comrades after the
battle. Leaving a detail in the village to bury the dead and guard

the captured supplies and prisoners, Jackson quickly dispsatched two
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cavalry compenies in hot pursuit of the Union army, the infantry
following some distance behind. He also ordered his topographical
engineer, Captain Hotchkiss, to hurry back to the Valley of Virginia
and there organize troops to block the passage through Brock's Gap
and the roads along the North River and Dry River gaps of the
Shenandoash Mountain. These were routes by which Fremont might
subsequently attempt to combine with Banks' force near Harrisonburg.
Their obstruction was quickly accomplished by felling the trees on
both sides over these raads.2

Along the road up Crab Run the Confederates encountered a
number of abandoned wagons to which the Federals had set fire. The
pursuit was interrupted briefly &t an unsigned highwey Junction half
e dozen miles northwest of McDowell. After some hesitation as to the
proper route, the Southern troops pushed forward toward Franklin.
The main body of Confederates traveled only a short distance on the
ninth.3 That evening found Schenck's force nine miles south of
Franklin, probably at or near the Cave community. Rebel cavalry
appeared at that place in the Federal rear, apparently to
reconnciter. Other than wounding and capturing several Union soldiers
on picket duty, they avoided an encounter.

Not until the next dsy, May 10, did the chase begin in earnest.
North of Forks of Waters Schenck ordered his men to set fire to the
hay ricks, rail fences, and wooded hillsides of the narrow valley as
they retreated. So effectively did this tactic obscure the atmosphere
that Jackson's troops had to grope their wsy cautiously through the

smoke, all the while being fired upon by Federal sharpshooters.
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Confederate skirmishers were detailed to the woods and fields on each
side of the road to protect the column from ambuscades. George
Sponaugle, a Pendleton soldier in that column, described the scene as
"almost like marching in the night." The Federals were also afflicted
with nuisences. The secessionist inhabitants of the countryside,
including the women, felled trees over the road to impede the movement
of the Union troops. As & result, the Federals were forced to abandon

meny wagons, some artillery pieces, and much clothing.5

Captain
Winfield, one of Jackson's cavalry officers, noted in & letter to his
wife three days later that the Confederates had "obtained baggage and
plunder enough to fill a Swisher barn." He also alluded to "coats,
overcoats, hats, pants, shirts, etc. that they find strewn around."6
On the afternoon and evening of May 8, the sounds of the
engagement at McDowell had carried to Franklin. The townspeople
reslized the defeat of the Federals when Schenck's supply wagons, left
at Forks of Waters during the battle, began pouring into the town.
Over the next several days these were followed by the remainder of

7

the Union army. The withdrawal had been orderly, but Schenck and

Milroy had been chased so far north that Joining forces with Banks
would now be difficult.8

The rear snd advanced guards of the opposing armies skirmished
much of the way to Franklin, especially four miles south of the town
at Trout Rock, & narrow defile through which the South Branch flows.
Here the hills were defended by sharpshooters. Captain Winfield

ordered ten of his cavalrymen toc force their way through the gap, but

the abortive attempt resulted in the loss of two horses and the
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wounding of one of the attackers. A squad under a Captain Knott made
a similarly unsuccessful effort. Finally, Jackson becoming impatient
to resume the advance, Captain Harry Gilmor and ten of his men
stormed the gap, taking possession and four priscners while the entire
affair was watched by a Confederate regiment of cheering spectators.
Passing through the gap, the Confederstes came into view of
the Federal battle line crossing the valley sbout a mile south of
Franklin. Brisk skirmishing ensued, the Rebels driving the Union
cavalry back upon their infantry line. Just south of the lane leading
to McCoy Mill, there stood a log dwelling, and north of the road was
a frame barn. The Southern skirmishers took cover behind both of these
structures. Five shells from a Federal Parrott gun pierced these
buildings, one exploding within the log house Jjust as the family
residing therein was scurrying away to safety. Jackson then ordered
artillery brought forward to shell the Federals from their position,
after which the Rebels pursued their enemy to within one~half mile of
the town, where they were halted by a veolley from Union guns. Here
the Federals had taken & virtually unassailable position on the
mountain that the graycoats had no desire to attack.9
On May 10, Schenck reported to Colonel Albert Tracy, Fremont's
adjutant, that both brigades were encamped on Penninger Ridge, two
miles south of Franklin at the point where the telegraph wire had been
broken, and that his former campground in the town was reserved for
Blenker's division when it should arrive. General Schenck was
attempting to ascertain who in the neighborhood should be held

responsible for the severed line. An indecisive cavalry skirmish
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of the night before was reported, the outcome being merely the loss of
two Rebel horses. BSchenck expressed his belief that Jackson would
move westward to Huttonsville, Beverly, Philippi, or even Grafton,
offering the Federals an opportunity to get in his rear and cut him
off.lo

Schench considered his position at Franklin to be a precarious
one, but he also believed that his force was safer defending the town
than attempting to continue the retreat while encumbered with so much
baggage and so many wounded. His fears were heightened by reports of
his scouts that the combined forces of Jackson and Johnson aggregated
14,000 troops, and that three days previous in Staunton these were
being reinforced by three additional Confederate troop trains. In fact,
this intelligence was false or exaggerated. The Southern force
confronting Schenck's command of 6,500 men totaled only about 9,000
troops with no prospects for reinforcement. In a communication of the
same day, Schenck erroneously reported that General Johnson had been
mortally wounded at McDowell.ll

The following day, on May 11, the two Federal brigades
evacuated Camp Milroy on Penninger Ridge, withdrawing two miles north-
ward to a position on Friend's Hill on the northern edge of town.
Batteries of artillery soon occupied the commanding heights about the
town, and rifle pits were constructed. Schenck wrote of his removal
to Franklin as a routine movement, but the Confederate versions of
Harry Gilmor and George Sponaugle assert that the Federals were driven

from Penninger Ridge at the cost of only one wounded Southern soldier.

Milroy also reported the withdrawal, adding that enemy scouts hovered
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about the Federal encampment and occasionglly fired into the Union
pickets. Later that afternoon, Schenck advised Colonel Tracy that
the Confederates were attempting to flank the Federal right over the
hills west of town, and that two regiments were then skirmishing with
the Rebels. He also stated that he expected to be attacked in force,
perhaps on several sides.12

The Confederate army went into camp on the river bottom opposite
MeCoy Mill, two and one-half miles upstream from Franklin., The Twenty-
fifth Virginis was posted on Penninger Ridge. General Jackson established
his headquarters in the substantial brick farmhouse of Henry Simmons,
located ten miles south of the town. After a reconnaissance of the
terrain west of the Confederate encampment, Jackson apparently considered
the possibility of flanking the Federal position by leading his troops
through Smith Creek gap to Friend's Run and sttacking the Union army
from the west and rear.l3 However, this strategy was over-ridden by the
difficulty of maneuvering offensively in rugged terrain which favored the
defenders, the necessity of returning to the Shenandoah Valley to defesat
Banks before that general received reinforcements, and the imminent
sugmentation of the forces of Milroy and Schenck that would be
ocecasioned by Fremont's arrival.l

On the twelfth of May, two days before Fremont's main force
reached Franklin, Jackson's army assembled at the mouth of Smith Creek
two miles south of town for religious services. During the worship,
skirmishing between this point and Franklin continued unsbated.
Occasional stray bullets whistled over the heads of the Confederate

veterans who, despite the din, listened attentively while reclining
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on bunches of hay procured from nearby ricks. The service was
concluded abruptly after a courier had handed Jackson a dispatch,
for the army was immediately ordered to begin marching back to the

Valley of Virginia.15

Two Tragedies

On May 9, 1862, Jacob Sinnett and Soloman Rexrode set out from
their homes on Thorn Creek to see their son and nephew, Henry Sinnett
and Asron Rexrode, both members of the Twenty-fifth Virginia Regiment,
as they passed down the South Branch in pursuit of the Federals. Too
old for military service but fervently devoted to the Scuthern cause,
the two men had somehow learned of the outcome at McDowell and desired
to witness the Yankee retreat. Taking their rifles with them, they
ascended to the top of Jack Mountain, from which they enjoyed a
panoramic view of the South Branch Valley. Since the valley was still
occupied by Federals, Sinnett and Rexrode waited until late in the
evening but the Confederate force had not yet come into sight.
Intending to return the following morning, the disappointed men started
home. Before they had completely descended from Jack Mountain, they
encountered a squad of Union cavalry.

At the appearance of the enemy horsemen, Rexrode Jumped over &
fence to his right and was able to escape by running down a hill. At
some point during his flight he ceme upon a Federal soldier, probably
igniting forest fires. An episode of hand-to-hand combat followed,

which was concluded when Rexrode mansged to throw his opponent, grab



98

his rifle, and dispatch the Federal with a point-blank shot in the
stomach.

Sinnett vaulted over the fence to his left when the Federsls
came into view, but as his course traversed open fields and was uphill,
his mounted pursuers quickly overtook him. After having kept him that
night in a stable under gusrd, the Federals started Sinnett on the way
to Franklin the next morning, but killed him en route. For about two
weeks his family was lgnorant of his fate. Two other prisoners of the
Federals, Jacob Rexrode and Andy Rankin, the latter the niller at
McCoy Mill, were finally released, informed by their Jallors that
Sinnett had been killed by Union soldiers, and told of the location of
the corpse. The rent clothing of the badly decomposed body suggested
mutilation by bayonets.16

On the day before the engagement at McDowell, a scouting party of
Pendleton soldiers was sent out from Camp Washington east of Shenandosh
Mountain to ascertain the strength and whereabouts of Fremont's army
on the way to reinforce Milroy and Schenck. This scout, led by Captain
E. W. Boggs and consisting of part of Company E of the Twenty-fifth
Virginia, included Dick Blewitt, Adam Bible, Aaron Rexrode, Isaac
Hinkle, John Murphy, Jack Wilson, and Hendron Davis. The next day this
group observed Franklin from Evick Ridge east of the town as they
listened to the distant roar of the conflict at McDowell.lT Their
plans to enter the inadequately guarded town, destroy the Federals'
supplies, and kill the enemy sick and wounded were disrupted when a

contingent of Union cavalry rode inte the town. Despite the enemy
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presence, Jack Wilson and Dick Blewitt easily slipped into Franklin
and obtained information from some of the town's citizens.

The following day these scouts were perched atop the cliff at
Wilson Hole, overlooking the South Branch and the village of Ruddle,
From this vantage point they observed the numbers and types of passing
Federal military units, possibly some advance detachments of Fremont's
force marching southward to Franklin. That night the party cut the
Federal telegraph line at several points north of the town and tied
the wires across the road at a height calculated to drag e rider from
his horse. Realizing that telegraph service had been interrupted,
the Federals dispatched a mounted party to investigate. While the
Confederates watched and listened from a nearby laurel thicket, the
Union soldiers, galloping rapidly through the darkness, were swept
from their horses amid a volley of expletives. Despite their wounds
and surprise, all of the startled and now dismounted Federals managed
to get away.la

General Milroy had threatened the destruction by fire of every
dwelling on the South Branch should the telegraph wire be cut. In the
attempt to force him to divulge the identity of the culprits who had
severed the line, the Federals arrested Jemes W. Byrd and imprisoned
him at Franklin. Byrd was sble to convince his captors that scouts
of Jackson's army were likely responsible, so the threatened burnings

19 Also concerned with the unjust and

were asbandoned for a time.
indiscriminate destruction of property should the retaliatory
conflagrations be carried out was Reverend Ambrose Meadows, & Brethren

preacher and Unionist sympathizer. Meadows too had attempted to explain

to the Federal officers that the local inhabitants were not to blame.
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On Msy 10, Schenck sent a detail to bring Meadows agaln to his
headquarters. Meeting Meadows on the way, the Federals permitted him
to return to his home temporarily to see his ailing wife, abed with a
baby less than a week old. Two Union scoldiers accompanied him. While
the three men were at Meadows' house, Captain Boggs' Confederste
scouting party stopped there to procure food. A fight ensued in which
one of the Federals was killed and the other wounded. An exaggerated
report of the incident, that the Meadows family was harboring Rebel
bushwhackers, was carried to Schenck's headquarters, and a large party
of Federal soldiers was ordered to the scene. Meadows' wife, baby, and
two year old twin daughters were removed to the yard while the house
and every other structure on the premises, including the nearby
Hammer sawmill, were set afire. A shorﬁ distance away beyond the
cognizance of his wife, Meadows himself was promised immedliate death if
he d4id not reveal who had severed the telegraph wire. While plesading
his innocence and ignorance concerning the incident, he wes shot
through the head, after which his body was pierced with bayonet thrusts.
One member of this party of Federals recalled after the war that Captain
R. B. McCall had earnestly but unavailingly importuned Colonel Zigler,
the officer in charge, to refrain from burning the Meadows home.

Nearly all the men believed that Zigler, and Major Creps who fired the
shot, had committed an unprovoked murder.20

That General Schenck received a grossly distorted version of

this episcde is evident from his report to Fremont's adjutant:
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Camp Milroy, near Franklin
May 10, 1862

Colonel:

A small scouting party from Franklin was
enticed into a home today, and on a signal
given by the owner of the house was set upon
my bushwhackers. One of my men was taken
snd his brains beaten out before the door.

I sent cut another party when I learned
of it, who shot the owner of the house and
burnt the house. Another bushvwhacker was
killed by another of our scouting parties today
in his attempt to escape after being taken in
the very act of firing with his rifle upon one of
our cavalrymen.

Robt. C. Schenck o1
Brigadier - General
Col. Albert Tracy

The other "bushwhacker" to which Schenck referred as having been killed

was Jaccb Sinnett.

Fremont's Army at Franklin

On May 1L, Fremont's command marched into Pendleton's seat of

government "with drums beating, and bugles, and bands playing."22 His

adjutant, Colonel Albert Tracy, described the town in less than glowing
terms: "Franklin is like the most of these Virginia villages - s
miserable, wood-built, unpainted old tumbledown, and beyond its being a

point for present military occupation, would not be worth the while to

n23

search forth to any great extent. The newly arrived units went into

camp in the fields east and north of the town. The Federal forces at

Franklin now totaled about 15,000 men.zh
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In the wake of Jackson's withdrawal, begun on May 12, several
companies of Confederate cavalry commanded by Captain Harry Gilmor
were left behind to annoy the Federals, inducing them to believe that
the mass of Jackson's srmy still confronted them. To this end the
Rebels burned the mountainside forests to simulate the campfire smoke
of a sizable infantry encampment. Gilmor asserts that for a time this
ruse was successful, for as Jackson retreated, the Federals were
expecting a Confederate attack and continued to shell the surrounding
hillsides for a dsy after the Southern withdrawal.25 As late as May
15 the mountainsides about Franklin continued to burn and smolder,
producing a blanket of smoke so dense that it was difficult for the
Union troops to bear the resultant discomfort and annoyance.2

While at Franklin, Fremont still intended his raid on the Virginis
and Tennessee Rallroad as part of the planned encirclement of Richmond,
but its execution continued to be delasyed as his command was beset by
difficult supply problems. During his cccupation of Franklin as well
g3 the month previous, Fremont complained of a lack of horses, shoes,
blankets, and overcoats. Wagon and artillery teams were debilitated
from the hard marches and insufficient forage. Many cavalry horses
were starving. Since the Rebel forces had denuded much of the
Pendleton landscape of forage, Fremont reported that little could be
secured from local supplies. An inadequate number of wagons mesant
that by the time the force reached Franklin, less than one~fourth the
necessgary forage was availsgble. As a result, the army's animals began

to die by the scores.2
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Bread was in extremely short supply, but nearby grist mills
were pressed into service to process what grain could be found, and
John McClure's brick tannery was razed to prcvide bricks for the
construction of Federal bake-ovens.28 For days fresh beef, often
unsalted, was the only ration for the troops. As an Ohio scldier
described these conditions, "We had plenty of beef, but nothing else.
Hard-bread grew so scarce that a half-dollar was refused for a single
cracker."29

Although the countryside was already waterlogged, incessant rains
pummelled the Federals for days after their arrival in Franklin. The
combination of poor diet, hard rains, and heavy labor on fortifications
undermined the health of the troops, dysentery becoming especially
prevalent.30 On Mey 22 the medical director noted that the Germans
of Blenker's division suffered particularly great hardships. Two-
hundred were sick at Franklin, and medical stores had not been brought
forward with supplies. Demoralization resulted inevitably from these
wretched conditions.3l

In addition to illness which plagued the poorly provisioned
Federals, the wounded transported from McDowell had to be treated.

The old Unicn Church, the only religious structure in town, situated
on what is now High Street, was put into use as a hospital. Private
homes supplemented in the provision of shelter for the sick. The cries
of the wounded, many of whom had amputations or operations performed
without benefit of anesthetics emanated at intervals from the old

church. Until they were exhausted, church pews were fashioned into

coffins for the dead. Thereafter, wrapped only in blankets, the dead
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were temporarily interred on the hill behind the church to the east of
town.

The calamities of supply that afflicted Fremont's command
translated into misfortune for the inhabitants of Franklin and
environs., In anticipation of the battle believed imminent, the Union
officers advised the town inhabitants to vacate their homes. All who
adhered to this counsel did so to their later regret, for these
dwellings were plundered by hungry scoldlers, especially Blenker's
Germens, the most defectively equipped and provisioned of all the
Federals. All the livestock in the town, save one milk cow of a
strenge blue hue were eventually slaughtered to feed the Union army.
The final victim was a white, blooded, shorthorn bull belonging to
one of the town's more prominent citizens, William McCoy.32

McCoy demanded the payment of demages in compensation for the
depredations of the Federals. Coclonel Tracy wrote sarcastically in
his journal that McCoy had assigned exorbitant values to the hundreds
of rods of rail fence consumed by the soldiers' campfires, the cows
and sheep slaughtered, and the hay, cats, and corn requisitioned from
his barns. Along with McCoy's itemized account of damages due hin,
the Federals sent to the War Office in Washington a list, also
pilfered from the McCoy premises, of supplies that he had gratuitously
contributed to a Confederate volunteer compsny raised in the Franklin
neighborhocod. It is extremely unlikely that his compenssation was
férthcoming.33

Although the local means of subsistence for such s large

force were scanty, the privations suffered by the Federals made it
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essential to gather up what sustenance could be located. One such
foreging party traveling toward the South Fork passed through Buffsalo
Gap. Fired upon by Rebels hid in the rocks in the gap, the Northern
troops suffered at least one fatality. As a retaliatory measure, all
the empty dwellings in the immediate area were burned to their
foundations.3h
While Fremont occupied the South Branch Valley, he secured
intelligence concerning enemy activities by the use of his "Jessie
Scouts." Imported from Missouri and named after his wife, Jessie
Benton Fremont, these men donned Confederate uniforms and appropriated
the papers of captured Rebels. Serving as both scouts and spies, they
could approach enemy picket lines or acquire information from
unsuspecting Southern sympathizers. Their existence was a perilous
one, for if caught by the enemy they were likely to be hanged. Often
they were mistaken for genuine Confederates and shot by Federal
pickets., While their intelligence operations were valuable to Fremont,
they were also known to purloin horses and other property from Union
people. At Petersburg and later at Frenklin, Fremont had to listen
to complaints of the transgressions of stray Rebel soldiers, offenses
many of which were doubtless perpetrated by his own Jessie Scouts.BS
On occasion the Jessie Scouts had trouble convincing Confedersate
soldiers that they were fellow Rebels. A typical incident occurred
in May of 1862 when one of these daring fellows by the name of Smitley,
clothed in the uniform of a Confederate officer, stopped at Dove's

Mill several miles upstream from Circleville. Smitley was accompanied

by John Dove, brother of the miller. Smitley and Dove entered the
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dwelling house and soon became engrossed in conversation the two
brothers having not seen one another for s lengthy interval. Meanwhile,
a number of Captain Elza's Dixie Boys, who had been at the mill nearby,
surrounded the house. In a jesting tone, Smitley invited the Rebels
into the dwelling, assuring them that there were merely two visitors
within and that none of the Dixie Boys would be harmed. Disarmed by
Smitley's levity, the Rebels accepted the invitation but remained
susplcious when he asserted that he was one of Jackson's scouts. To
bolster this declaration, Smitley asked to be taken to Captain Elza,
whom he claimed to know. To his chagrin, the Rebels thought this &
good ides. Smitley and Dove, mounted and armed but surrounded by Dixie
Boys proceeding on foot, were led in the direction of Elza's camp.
All the while, Smitley was trying to figure out how to avoid meeting the
Rebel leader. About dusk as the camp neared, a stream had to be
crossed, the Rebels traversing a foot log and the two Union scouts
fording the stream on their horses. As the Rebels were awkwardly
crossing the log, Smitley and Dove spurred their horses, charging
downatream. Smitley effected his escape, but Dove was shot off his
horse as the Dixie Boys discharged a volley after them.36

Despite the emphasis on foraging patrols to resolve the
Federal supply problems, Fremont continued to dispatch parties to
deal with the ubiquitous guerrillas. On May 24, newly promoted
Colonel George R. Latham and 500 troops marched to Seneca to eliminate
the threat posed by the "notorious Bill Harper and his gang of bush-
whackers."” Four of the Rebels were killed, one of whom was erroneously

37

believed to be Harper himself.
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While Fremont's command remained at Franklin in the attempt to
recuperate and supply itself, Jackson had returned to the Valley of
Virginia and engaged Banks, driving that unskillful general all the
way down the Valley and across the Potomac River.38 On May 24 Lincoln
ordered Fremont to the Shenandoah Valley by way of Harrisonburg to

attack Jackson and thus relieve Banks.39

Up until this time Fremont
presumably had planned to continue southward to the Virginia and
Tennessee Railroad once the logistics problem was worked out. As late
as May 16, the Secretary of War inquired of Fremont's timetable for
striking the railroad and marching to Richmond.ho

On the morning of May 25, Fremont's army evacuated Franklin,
marching northward toward Petersburg, and not eastward to Harrisonburg
as Lincoln had directed. At Moorefield on May 28, Fremont wired
Lincoln that Jackson's obstruction of all the roads and the necessity
of falling back upon his lines of supply made g direct march to
Harrisonburg impossible. He claimed that his men had been saved from
starvation only by five days rations found at Petersburg.hl The Federsal
force then proceeded from Moorefield to Strasburg in the Shenandoah
Valley in pursuit of Jackson.

The Federals seemed to experience salmost as much difficulty
leaving Franklin as they had surviving there. On May 26, Brigadier
General Louis Blenker reported to Fremont from a point eight miles
north of Franklin that his division's slow progress could be
attributed to the obstructions caused by the overturned wagons of

Schenck's brigade, the road often blockaded "to such an extent as to

prevent even the infantry from passing by." Blenker also advised his
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superior that in consequence of these impediments much of the army's
bagegage and provisions remained in Franklin.hg However, by the
afternoon of the same day part of the force had reached Petersburg,
with the remainder soon to follow.h3
After the return of Jackson's army to the Shenandoah Valley,
Captain Gilmor's company of Confederate cavalry remained several weeks
in Pendleton, riding forty miles & day to ascertain Fremont's movements
and harsss Federal supply trains. Gilmor reported daily skirmishes
and the capture of numerocus enemy men and horses. As the rear guard
of Fremont's command was leaving Franklin, Gilmor and twenty-six of
his cavalrymen charged into the town, capturing eighteen prisoners,
several wagons, food, and medical supplies. The Rebels paroled 250

sick and wounded Union soldiers. This is possibly the skirmish

reported near Franklin on May 26, but asbout which the Official Records

give no details. A second raid into Franklin sometime later yielded
twenty prisoners. After the Federals had completely evacuated the
town, Gilmor made it his base of operations for a time, until his
return to the Valley. Due to its recent occupation by large forces,
he found that the country was devoid of the grain his horses needed
for hard scouting.

The people of Franklin were doubtless glad to witness the
departure of the Federals. The marks of devastation occasioned by
the occupation must have lingered for the duration of the war and

beyond. Colcnel Tracy wrote of
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Fences leveled, fields laid waste, buildings torn
down, or stripped of every hanging or fastening,

« +« « no living thing, available for food or
sustenance within the scope of vision. Pantries,
stores, and cellars have also been thoroughly
emptied — for . . . our people were next to
starving, while this was the country of an enemy.bf5

In a May 28 letter to his daughters attending school in Staunton,
William MeCoy interpreted the events and conditions about Franklin during

the interval of large trocp concentrations in that vieinity.

It is now more than a month since we have been
able to hear anything directly from you, and during
all that time we have been surrounded with nearly all
the horrors of actual war.

For some three weeks after you left home, we were
constantly annoyed by foraging and scouting parties of
U. S. troops, who generally however treated us with
Justice and fairness, respecting the rights of private
citizens not found in arms.

About three weeks ago, General Schenck of Ohio
undertock to march a large force from New Creek by way
of Franklin to Monterey, there to Join General Milroy
and march to Staunton. General Schenck remained about
three days in this place, and upon my invitation made
his headquarters at our house. We were much pleased
with him and his staff, and the conduct of the troops
under his command.

He afterwards marched to McDowell and joined the
force of General Milroy, attacking General Johnston
[sic], by whom they were repulsed and driven back to this
place, where they were joined by General Fremont with a
very large re-enforcement, mostly Germans and other
foreigners; when the work of destruction of property
commenced in earnest.

The whole army, sald to be twenty thousand strong,
were encamped for two weeks in and around this place.
Having many sick and wounded, nearly every house in town
has been converted into a hospital; and there has been
a8 great mortality among the troops. Several officers
boarded with us, and one lieutenant from Ohio died in
the house.

Great fears were felt on last Sunday week that a
battle would be fought exactly in Franklin. In fact,
there was a good deal of firing, both of artillery and
small arms, without any loss on either side.
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General Jackson had pursued the U. S. troops to
within one mile of town, but finding General Schenck in
possession of all of the strong points around here, he
was compelled to fall back again in the direction of
McDowell and Staunton.

Yesterday morning, the whole army of General
Fremont commenced & hasty retreat toward Petersburg,
or New Creek, and today the whole of the army is gone,
leaving about 125 sick and wounded men behind.

This morning a small body of Confederate cavalry
came in and made prisoners of most of the men who had
been left to take care of the sick, and captured some
50 or 60 stands of guns, etc.

Both armies having been encamped upon our property,
we have suffered very great loss, from the burning of
fencing and killing of cattle, sheep and hogs by the
soldiers; but I thank God that we still have enough left
to live upon another year. 3But you would hardly know
Pranklin now if you were to see it, Scarcely a lot or
garden in town has any fence left. Boggs' property was
nearly all destroyed, my corn house and stable broken
open, and everything pillaged.

We have no meils here anymore, and of course can
hear nothing of the operations of the Confederate Army.
Nothing could afford us as much pleaﬁgre as it would
give us to know that peace was made.

The Significance of McDowell and
the Subgequent Federal Retreat

The events surrounding the engagement at McDowell and its
aftermath in Pendleton probgbly constitute the county's most important
contribution to the larger developments of the war. Of course, the
happenings within Pendleton forged merely one link of a lengthy chain
of events, most of which took place in neighboring counties of the
Shenandogh Valley and comprised the celebrated Valley Cempsign of

Stonewall Jackson.
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The Shenandoah Valley possessed considerable strategic
significance. It presented a singularly idesl theater for Confederate
maneuvers calculated to divert Union troops from campalgns against
Richmond. Trending northeast and southwest, it offered Southern
forces a sheltered approach from which to threaten Washington. The
Alleghenies on the west and the Blue Ridge on the east protected the
flanks and supply lines of armies moving northward, with only a few
passes through the mountains having to be guarded. In contrast, the
further southwestward up the Valley that the Union forces pushed, the
greater thelr distance from Richmond. The Virginia Central and
Manassas Gap railroads connected the Valley with eastern Virginis,
and facilitated the rapid transfer of troops and materiasl between
regions east and west of the Blue Ridge.

The spring of 1862 prior to the Battle of McDowell was a period
of darkness for the Southern cause. Confederate armies had experienced
one disaster after another. In contrast, the Federals were preparing
to implement their strategy for the capture of Richmond and their
prospecte for success appeared good. This plan of encirclement of
the enemy's capital and the Army of Northern Virginia involved almost
200,000 Union troops. McClellan, with over 100,000 men, was
advancing westward toward Richmond via the peninsula between the
James and York rivers. A force of 40,000 Federals, commanded by
Genersl McDowell, occupied the north bank of the Rappshannock, pro-
tecting Washington until the way might be cleared for the expected
march to Richmond. General Banks, with more than 14,000 men, was

advancing up the Shenandoah Valley. With about 15,000 troops, Fremont
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was to move up the South Branch Velley to the Virginia and

Tennessee Railroad, sever that line of transport and communication,
Join with Banks' force, and proceed to Richmond slong the reilroad
right-of-way. In the meantime, McClellan and McDowell would be
applying pressure on the Confederste capital from the east and north.
As the Southern army would be cut off from its sources of supply and
vastly outnumbered, the conflict in this most important theater of
the war would presumably be over.

This plan could succeed only if constant Federel pressure were
gpplied, for then the Confederates would be unable to benefit from
their naturally shorter interior lines of transport and communication.
But the Union ermies could not apply such continual pressure, and the
Confederates were thereby given room to maneuver among the various
fronts, MecClellan's excess of caution on the peninsula, MecDowell's
greater concern for protecting Washington than attacking the Rebel
forces, and Fremont's immobilizetion (such as at Franklin) from
obstinate problems of supply, sickness, and bad weather all relieved
the pressure on the Confederates. Moreover, disunity of command
plagued the Federals. Fremont commanded the Mountain Department;
Banks, the Department of the Shenandosh; McDowell, the Department
of the Rappshannock. These independent commands were ineffectively
coordinated through Stanton and Lincoln, both of whom lacked military
training. Jackson, in contrast, was part of Lee's unified command.

8till, bold action was in order if these overwhelming Union
forces, however dilatory or ineptly synchronized, were not to advance

inexorably, through their tremendous mass if for no other reason, and
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invest the Southern army and capital. Jackson, never commanding more
than 17,000 men, was able to neutralize this enormous Union host of
nearly 200,000 by the audacious and skillful movements of his
Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Obviously, he had toc defeat separately
the larger forces opposing him, or at least alarm and confuse them
sufficiently to prevent their convergence.

It has already been noted that Jackson, using the Blue Ridge
Mountains and Ashby's cavalry demonstrations to shield his movements,
departed from Elk Run Valley by a circuitous route to fool Banks into
agssuming that he had marched to Richmond to reinforce Lee. This
maneuver had the effect of maintasining Banks' anxiety concerning threats
to his rear and flank. Not realizing that Jackson was in his front,
Banks was afraid to advance toward Staunton, a move that would menace
not only that town and vicinity, but also the rear of Jackson's sarmy.
Jackson's order leaving Ewell and 8,000 Confederates at Elk Run Valley
reinforced Banks'! hesitation. Having effectively clesred his rear,
Jackson was able to proceed westward and engage Schenck and Milroy at
McDowell before their brigades were sugmented by Fremont's command.

The Battle of McDowell definitely constituted a strategic
victory for the South. It also raised Confederste morale at a critical
time. The South won despite the fact thst Milroy and Schenck avoided
8 disastrous flanking movement, inflicted twice their own loss on a
numerically superior enemy, and retreated in good order. Schenck's
order to fire the mountainsides to retard the Confederate advance was
g clever and effective tactic. The Federal retreat seemed as much a

result of the dearth of forage as the presence of the Confederates or
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the untenable defensive position right &t McDowell., Yet Jackson
schieved his most urgent objectives, for the Federal withdrawal to
Frenklin, combined with the poor state of fitness and supply of Fremont's
army snd Jackson's obstruction of the important passes, rendered highly
improbable the planned combination of Banks' and Fremont's forces.
Having prevented the Juncture of the two Federal commands, and
aided by Fremont's immobilization at Franklin, Jackson quickly returned
to the Valley to attack Banks, driving him down the Shenandosh Valley
and across the Potomac. The U, S. War Department evidently had not
been alarmed by the outcome at McDowell, for Genersl McDowell was
ordered to jJoin McClellen nesr Richmond. However, Jackson's subsequent
movements in the Valley, his rout of Banks to the Potomac, and the
threat to Washington inherent in these movements occasioned the
greatest consternation in the Northern capitel. The success of Jackson's
maneuvers in the Bhenandoah Valley was made possible by the events at
McDowell and Franklin which prevented Fremont from reinforcing Banks.
After Banks had been chased across the Potomsc, Fremont was
ordered to the Valley to catch Jackson, thus aborting the drive toward
the Virginie and Tennessee Railroad and postponing the encirclement
of Richmend. McDowell's corps was commanded to defend Washington from
the threat posed by Jackson instead of aiding MeClellan's peninsular
movement against Richmond. The cautious McClellan felt that without
the assistance of McDowell's force he could not succeed against the
huge Confederate army which, saccording to his exaggerated Intelligence
reports, confronted him. Although the Federal peninsular force had

held its own in the fighting there, Lincoln blundered by recalling
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McClellan and his army to Washington in August of 1862. The President
believed that MeClellan was conducting a dilatory campalgn, and he

was also sensitive to the intense pressure of the Radical Republicans
who urged that McClellan, a conservative Democrat, be dismissed from
his command. But the most prominent and immediate concern motivating
Lincoln's action was his inordinate anxiety for the safety of Washington
after Jackson's demonstrations in the Valley, events in which Pendleton
played a small but important part. Thus was Richmond saved from
probable capture. It can be argued that the war was conseguently
protracted for as much as two years; it toock that long for the Union
army again to get as close to the capital of the Confederacy.

The residents of Pendleton's seat of government suffered great
material losses as g result of the two weeks occupation by Fremont's
army. The 1lll-provisioned Federals exproprisated nearly all of the
area's livestock, grain, and forage, destroyed its fencing, and burned
g number of dwellings. 3But by sharing these hardships, which
immobilized Fremont's force and delayed the combination with Banks,
the people in and about Franklin contributedto the triumph of Jackson's
Valley Cempaign and the relief of Richmond. The situation causing

L7

their privations was the Confederacy's good fortune.
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VI. THE GUERRILIA WAR INTENSIFIES

In the months following the departure of Fremont's troops,
relative but not total quiet reigned in Pendleton. The Federal
command stationed at Beverly continued to send patrols into the county
+0 combat the Rebel bushwhackers and Partisan Rangers. In June of 1862,
Captain James A. Jarboe and a detachment of the Tenth (West) Virginia
Infantry apprehended several bushwhackers on Seneca Creek and the North
Fork. The captured Rebels were sent to Wheeling for imprisonment.l
About this same interval, three of Imboden's companies were operating
in Pendleton and Randolph counties, "breaking up Peirpoint's
[Pierpont's] militia musters and capturing notorious Union men. "2

The calm was also marred by an unfortunate tragedy. John Dice
Harman and three companions were driving a herd of cattle over the
Allegheny Mountain to a summer grazing range on June 10. Having
fallen behind to prod a dilatory calf, Harman stopped at a spring near
the top of the mountain. While guenching his thirst, he was mortally
wounded by a rifle bullet resounding from the mountainside. As Harman
had not participated in the war and had no known enemies, it was
supposed that he was mistaken for Sampson Snyder, a leader of Unilonist
irregulars vwho customarily rode a grey horse of similar appearance to

3
Harman's.
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The Baltimore and Ohioc Railroad

Much military effort in western Virginia was directed toward
the preservation or destruction of the Baltimore and Chio Railroad.
Controlled by the Federals during the entire war, this road was of
critical importance in the transport of troops and supplies because it
was the most direct Northern route between eastern and western theaters
of the conflict.h But its exposed right-of-way through northern
Virginia presented an enticing target to Confederate raiders.
Consequently, Federal scouting parties were frequently dispatched to
the South Branch counties to frustrate these attacks.

At least two Confederate attempts upon the railroad directly
involved Pendleton. On August 14, 1862, Colonel John D. Imboden,
guided by Zeke Harper and commanding 300 of his Partisan Rangers, set
out from Franklin in his first attempt to destroy the railway bridge
over the Cheat River at Rowlesburg. From Mouth of Seneca, Imboden
advanced over Allegheny Mountain, avoiding rcads and trails by cutting
his own path through dense forest. However, his route passed near
the home of Unionist John Snyder, whose nineteen year old daughter,
Mary Jane, guessed the Confederate's destination. Riding twenty-five
miles that night over the mountains on horseback, she was able to warn
the Union garrison at Parson's Mill in time for the Federals to retreat
to Rowlesburg. At St. George, Imboden realized that he had lost the
advantage of surprise, and fearing that the Federals would be ready
for him at Rowlesburg, he returned to Pendleton County over the same

P

route he had traveled a week earlier.
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During November 5 to 14, 1862, General Milroy led a force through
Pendleton, Highland, and Pocahontas counties, capturing forty-five
prisoners, seventy-five head of cattle, and twenty-five horses. He
reported that guerrillas and Rebels had been cleared from that area,
not knowing that Imboden was at this time carrying out his second raid
against the Rowlesburg bridge.6

Colonel Imboden left his camp on the South Fork, Just north of
the Hardy-Pendleton line, on November 7, 1862. Guided by scout William
Harper, the 310 mounted men crossed Allegheny Front Mountain six miles
north of Mouth of Seneca in a snowstorm. Passing down the west flank
of the mountain via a cowpath along Red Creek, Imboden arrived at
the confluence with Dry Fork only hours after 600 Federals had passed
that point traveling toward Seneca. On the morning of the ninth, the
Confederates captured the Union garrison of thirty men at St. George.
However, an escaped Federal, some distance from the town when the alarm
was sounded, immediately started for Rowlesburg.T

Again turning back at St. George without attaining his objective,
Imboden returned up Dry Fork, intending to attack Milroy's wagon train
at Camp Bartow. Setting out from the Sink58 on November 12, Imboden's
guide became confused, and the Confederate force found itself lost
in one of the wildest regions of the Alleghenies. Bill Harper had
departed the Rangers at St. George on another mission, and without his
expert services, Imboden's force turned up back at the Sinks after a
day of wandering. Having abandoned his plan to attack Milroy's camp,
Imboden and his men emerged from the wilderness near the Pendleton-

Highland line on November 13.
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The Rebel colonel's scouts now received helpful intelligence
from a citizen recently discharged by Milroy from the prisoner camp at
Hightown. Colonel George Latham was at Circleville with 500 troops of
the Second (West) Virginia Infantry, two field guns, and about thirty
cavalrymen. Imboden's scouts were also told that 1,300 Federals had
moved a few hours earlier from Forks of Waters down the South Branch
toward Franklin. After coming across the still-burning campfires of
the recent 1,300 man encampment, the Confederates were able to elude
the Federals by following them down the valley to a gap leading east-
ward (probably Moyer Gap), whereupon the Rangers crossed over to the
South Fork, and then rode northward to their camp in Hardy County.

In his report to Stonewall Jackson, Imboden noted that cavalry duties
in mountainous western Virginia gquickly jaded the strongest horses.
"If you are familiar with that country, you will not be surprised to
learn that it will be several weeks before my horses regain their
strength and vigor."9

Upon reaching the South Fork, Imboden learned that a Union
force commanded by General Benjamin Kelley had attacked the Rebel
camp at daybreak on the morning of November 9, the same morning that
the Confederates had seized the Union garrison at S5t. George. Kelley
reported that his men had routed the enemy, killing and wounding many,
and capturing fifty prisoners, 350 hogs, as well as numerous wagons,
horses., and cattle.lo Log huts providing winter shelter for the
Southern soldiers were burned.ll The Rebels were pursued for about

a mile to "a place where the road crossed the creek and went around

a spur of the mountain." This spur is probably Sweedlin Hill,
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Pendleton County. Concealing themselves at this point, the Confederates
opened fire upon their pursuers, wounding several and driving them back.
The Federals then brought up an artillery piece, the twelve-pound shells
of which forced the Rebels to scatter without further pursuit.12
General Kelley repeatedly emphasized the importance of Federal
occupation of the South Branch Valley. On December 9, 1862, Kelley
reported that several brigades were en route to Franklin and Moorefield.
Occupying these towns, he argued, would afford protection to Unionist
citizens, prevent Confederate raids against the railroad or into
counties to the west, and enable the Federals to harass the Confederates
in the Shenandoah Valley from Winchester to Staunton.l3
After Imboden was promoted to brigadier general in January of
1863, units of his brigade were to attack the Baltimore and Ohioc again
and again. The Jones-Imboden raids of that spring inflicted great
damage on the road. Accompanying Imboden as part of his Northwest
Virginia Brigade were regiments containing companies of Pendleton
soldiers, namely, the Eighteenth, Twenty~fifth, and Sixty-second
Virginia. This operation did not directly involve Pendleton save for
one of General Jones' forage trains traveling from Moorefield back to
~ the Valley via Franklin, collecting the "surplus bacon" on the way.l
Also, several thousand horses and cattle captured by the raiders were
apparently driven back to the Valley of Virginia over the Seneca road
across Cheat and Allegheny mountains.15
Most demonstrations against the railroad were staged from

Hardy County, the base from which McNeill's Rangers operated as a

company of Imboden's brigade. Hardy averaged forty miles closer than
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Pendleton to New Creek, the most exposed and vulnerable point on the
line. Yet even Hardy County was too distant from a concentrated
Federal force to be effectively policed by Union cavalry scouts. The
outposts precariously maintained by the Federals at Petersburg and
Moorefield were an attempt to compensate for this weakness. These
small outposts probably did thwart numerous attacks on the railroad,
but wagon supply trains were almost impossible to protect consistently
from McNeill's marauders, and if not very heavily guarded were often
captured. On the grounds that the burdens of protection and supply
outweighed the advantages, Kelley was criticized for maintaining these
outlying detachments, often several hundred men or fewer, at unsupportable
distances from the main Federal force.l6

In virtually every communication from Lee to Imboden, the former
urged upon the latter the advantages of striking the Baltimore and
Ohio at every opportunity. About 25,000 troops were diverted for the
road's defense, soldiers that could not be deployed against the
Confederate armies in the Shenandoah Valley or elsewhere.17 But other
than serving this very important function, the raids upon the railroad,
however spectacular, were of debatable long~-term significance. The
railroad's management became exceedingly adept at effecting speedy
repairs, replacing even destroyed bridges with temporary trestle-work so
rapidly that the operation of the road would often be restored within
hours, or at most several days. Even during the periods of greatest
destruction, the railroad carried such a large volume of freight that

the company continued the payment of dividends.l8
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Unionist Irregulars Organize

By the spring of 1863, and possibly earlier, "Home Guard"
companies began to be formed in Pendleton communities Unionist in
sentiment. These were thought necessary for the protection of
themselves and their homes sgainst their neighbors of Southern
persuasion, as well as various companies of Imboden's brigade that
frequented the county. On March 10, 1863, a contingent of Confederates —
members of Companies F and I of the Sixty-second Virginia and commanded
by Lieutenant Solomon Cunningham — were sent to the Mallow Settlement
on Timber Ridge. Their mission was to kill or capture the Unionist
Home Guards there, "Swamp Dragons" or "Swamps" as they were derisively
designated by the Rebels. Upon arriving in that lccality, the party
divided, four members setting out for the home of Abraham Mallow, while
the remainder of the detachment headed in the direction of Michael
Hedrick's place. The four Confederates in the former party captured
a Swamp working in the blacksmith shop near the Mallow dwelling.
Asked if any of his comrades were in the house, he replied that there
were two more within the dwelling. Nailvely accepting this statement
on its face, the Rebels approached the house and orderéd the occupants
to come out. Not two, but twenty-four Swamp Dragons rushed out and
in the ensuing skirmish wounded all the Confederates. George Homan
Kile, William Freeland, and Joseph Custard managed to escape, but
Hermon Hiner sustained a serious wound and was captured,

In the meantime, the rest of the Confederate detaghment had

taken captive Michael Hedrick and his son Solomon. Hearing the gunfire





















































