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	 School districts are to adopt poli-
cies restricting students from using 
phones and other electronics during 
school hours, House Bill 1481 states, 
and the bill also requires districts to 
enforce punishments for those who 
break the policy. 
	 Tioga ISD, Aubrey ISD and Pi-
lot Point ISD adopted policies stating 
students must have their electronics 
in their bags during the school day.
	 “We've chosen to allow posses-
sion on campus but prevent use, which 
means it can be powered off in their 
backpack, not on their person, along 
with all the other communication de-
vices,” Aubrey ISD Superintendent 
Dr. Shannon Saylor said. 
	 Prohibited devices include phones, 
smartwatches, earbuds and any other 
electronic device not supplied by the 
district. 
	 “I think the watches and the ear-
buds will be more of an issue than the 
phones,” Tioga High School Principal 
Kirkland said. “The biggest change 
is going to be the lack of immediate 
availability to them.”
	 All district policies outline the ban 
is from the start bell to end bell and 
doesn’t include extracurricular activ-
ities before and after school.
	 “Our choices in law were to either 
prohibit possession or have a policy 
regarding storage,” Saylor said to the 
Aubrey ISD trustees. “We are not pro-
viding storage because these are basi-
cally $1,500 computers that their par-
ents own.”
	 Some districts have bought storage 
units for devices to comply with the 
bill.
	 “I don't think we have the man-
power or the ability to have every-
body come and lock them up in a cer-
tain spot,” Kirkland said. “I think 
that's something that would be very, 
very difficult to manage and require 
more manpower than what we proba-
bly have—not to mention the disrup-
tions that it would cost.”
	 Aubrey students will receive deten-
tion for the first and second infrac-
tion and ISS placement on the third 
offense. Students will not receive pun-
ishment for minor infractions, such as 
their phone ringing.
	 “No discipline is black and white 
because we gotta consider the intent, 

the kids' discipline history and the 
kid’s ability to understand wrongness 
and their actions,” Saylor said. 
	 Pilot Point students are subject to 
disciplinary action if the device is vis-
ible, vibrates or rings, the district 
stated on Facebook. Students who vi-
olate the policy will have their device 
confiscated on the first and second of-
fense. The third offense will result in 
a parent meeting.
	 Administrators are curious about 
how the new policy will affect stu-

dent-teacher relations as it rolls out.
	 “It's going to be an adjustment,” 
Saylor said. “I think it's gonna be for 
the good.”
	 Parents wanting to communicate 
with their child will have to contact 
the main office.
	 “It's going to be the campus com-
ing up with plans on how children can 
communicate with their parents or 
somebody during the school day,” Say-
lor said. 
	 Aubrey office receptionists are go-

ing to be divided by last name alpha-
betically to make message manage-
ment easier for both parents and staff.
	 “When parents want to get in touch 
with their kids, it’ll be just like the 
old-fashioned note system we used to 
do,” Saylor said. 
	 Previously, Aubrey Middle School 
had a similar phone policy that re-
quired parents to contact the main of-
fice.
	 “Once parents got acclimated, it 
kind of died off of being crazy about 
the calls for the front office because 
you learn to communicate ahead of 
time,” Director of Student Services 
Jewelisha Jefferson said.
	 Tioga’s previous phone policy 
stated students had to put up devices 
during class time but were allowed ac-
cess during lunch and passing peri-
ods.
	 “Our students know lunch is going 
to be difficult,” Kirkland said. “In be-
tween classes is going to be difficult 
because that's when they've been al-
lowed to have them.”
	 The bill has faced backlash from 
both students, parents and staff 
across the state.
	 “It's just a culture shock,”  TISD 
board President Dallas Slay said. 
	 Kirkland agreed.
	 “It's the instant connectivity, in-
stant access, instant gratification, 
if you will, of whatever they need. 
Our students live in a world, and our 
adults, for that matter, live in a world 
where if they need to know something, 
they can Google it.”
	 Saylor recognized the policy will be 
a major adjustment for both students 
and parents.
	 “I do think we're going to have to 
have some mental health support in 
place for kids because it's going to be 
very difficult for them if they really 
aren't practicing being away from 
their phone,” she said. “In our leader-
ship meeting, we had squish balls so 
that people did things in their hands 
besides grab their phone because we 
do it as adults.” 
	 The policies go into effect on the 
first day of school.
	 “This, once again, is a com-
mon-sense approach that should be 
put up,” Kirkland said. “They are not 
allowed. We are going to follow the 
law.”

Pilot Point ISD shares the guidelines regarding cell phone storage on school 
grounds in advance of the school year kicking off on Aug. 11.
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