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Coach Dawn Staley has led South Carolina to five straight Final Fours. The Gamecocks face Texas at 7 p.m. on Friday.
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Playing through
the mistakes

Staley unlikely to call timeout
in Final Four, and players love it

Lulu Kesin
Greenville News
USA TODAY

TAMPA, Fla. — Cinder block walls,
two twin beds, a closet and desks,
posters plastered for decorations. A
small fridge, a VCR and a TV were the
perks.

Tuttle-Dunnington House, located
in the center of a cluster of dorms on
Virginia’s campus, was where 18-year
old Dawn Staley felt safe.

Staley had no desire to be the center
of attention.

Charlottesville wasn’t home, and it
wasn’'t Philadelphia.

When the 5-foot-6 point guard ar-
rived on campus to play college basket-
ball in 1988, introversion swallowed
her, though on the court, her fiery,
competitive spirit could never be con-
tained.

Grappling with a unbalanced mix of
anxiety outside of the arena and domi-
nance inside, Staley only felt true to
herself on the court and in her dorm.
There were nights spent laughing with
roommates, breaking curfew and an-
gering the resident hall director who

“Instead of using my verbal skills, my
non-verbal skills, my observation,
reading people, that skill set was
heightened. I’m an expert in body
language. So all of that plays a part. |
have a real good observation of
habits people form. Now I’'mina
profession where you really have to,
understand people, habits, you really
have to understand body language,
because it’s telling.”

Dawn Staley

South Carolina women’s basketball coach

shared the suite’s communal 1970s
furniture but when she stepped

See STALEY, Page 3C

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

5 Clemson
storylines
to watch at
Saturday’s
Spring game

Derrian Carter
Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK - SOUTH CAROLINA

CLEMSON — Clemson football's
spring game on Saturday at Memorial
Stadium will look different.

The annual exhibition won’'t be
broadcast live, so the only way to
watch it is to attend in person for free.
Clemson will have a live audio broad-
cast available and produce an hour-
long spring football special that will
provide an “inside look at the pro-
gram,” which will air on ACC Network
at a later date

Clemson’s spring game teams also
will be split up by offense (Orange
team) and defense (White) this year
because of injuries impacting the
team. Still, this will be the Tigers’ final
chance to play in front of fans at Me-
morial Stadium (1 p.m. ET) before
opening the season against LSU on
Aug. 30.

Here are five storylines to watch
during the annual game after14 spring
practice sessions.

How Clemson’s defense looks
under new coordinator Tom
Allen

Saturday will be the first time fans
can take in Tom Allen’s defense.
Clemson coach Dabo Swinney hired
Allen away from Penn State to replace
Wes Goodwin in January, and Allen
has injected new lift into the defense.

Allen led the Nittany Lions to
top-10 finishes in scoring defense, to-
tal defense and rush defense in 2024.
He joined Clemson and quickly iden-
tified some of its defensive woes last
season, including tackling, gap vision
and edge integrity.

Allen has worked to hold players
and coaches accountable for their
work ethic this spring to revert Clem-
son’s defense back to prominence. It

See CLEMSON, Page 2C

Clemson defensive coordinator Tom
Allen stands near defensive lineman
Peter Woods during practice on
March 5. KEN RUINARD/GREENVILLE NEWS

Miguel Bleis is listed by Baseball
America as the best athlete and the
fastest runner in the Boston Red Sox
farm system.

KIM KLEMENT/USA TODAY SPORTS

Drive players to watch as season starts tonight

Todd Shanesy

Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK - SOUTH CAROLINA

The Greenville Drive are set to begin
their minor league baseball season Fri-
day with a 6:45 p.m. opening game at
Fluor Field in the first of a three-game
weekend series against Bowling Green.

Greenville, a high-A team in the Bos-
ton Red Sox organization, has a new
manager in Liam Carroll, who was pro-
moted from low-A Salem.

It’s sure to be another exciting sea-
son for the Drive as prospects in the Red
Sox system work their way up toward
the Major League.

Here are five players to watch:

Miguel Bleis

Position: Outfielder

Age: 21

Hometown: San Pedro de Macoris,
Dominican Republic

What to know: Bleis is listed by
Baseball America as the best athlete
and the fastest runner in the Boston
Red Sox farm system. He was consid-
ered a top 100 overall prospect until be-
ing derailed by a shoulder injury in
2023. Bleis played 52 games last year
for Greenville with seven home runs
and 22 stolen bases, but it came with a
191 batting average.

For the season, including 43 games
at Class A Salem, he hit .221 with 11
homers and 38 steals.

Noah Dean

Position: Left-handed pitcher

Age: 24

Hometown: Hackensack, N.J.

What to know: Dean, when he was
picked in the fifth round of the 2022
draft out of Old Dominion, was called
by Baseball America “fearsome” and
“one of the more exciting pure relievers
inthe 2022 draft class.” The Red Sox are
turning Dean into a starter with mixed
results so far. In 18 innings last year for
Greenville, he walked 38 batters. How-
ever, he had a dominant June for Salem.
In four starts during that month, he
pitched 19.2 innings, had a 1.37 ERA

See DRIVE, Page 3C



SCOREBOARD

All times Eastern

MLB
American League
East Division
WL Pct GB
Toronto 52 74 -
Tampa Bay 42 667 %
NY. Yankees 32 .600 1
Baltimore 33 500 1%
Boston 24 333 2%
Central Division
WL Pct GB
Minnesota 24 333 -
Chi. White Sox 24 333 -
Cleveland 24 333 -
Kansas City 24 333 -
Detroit 24 333 -
West Division
wiL Pct GB
Texas 52 714 -
L.A. Angels 42 667 %
Seattle 34 429 2
Houston 24 333 2%
Athletics 25 .286 3
National League
East Division
wiL Pct GB
Philadelphia 41 800 -
Miami 43 571 1
NY. Mets 33 500 1%
Washington 15 167 3%
Atlanta 07 000 5
Central Division
WL Pct GB
St. Louis 42 667 -
Chicago Cubs 54 556 %
Cincinnati 24 333 2
Milwaukee 24 333 2
Pittsburgh 25 .286 2%
West Division
WL Pct GB
L.A. Dodgers 80 1000 -
San Diego 70 1000 %
San Francisco 51 833 2
Arizona 42 667 3
Colorado 14 200 5%
Wednesday’s Scores

Texas 1, Cincinnati 0
Pittsburgh 4, Tampa Bay 2
Milwaukee 3, Kansas City 2
St. Louis 12, L.A. Angels 5
Minnesota 6, Chi. White Sox 1
Toronto 4, Washington 2
Chicago Cubs 10, Athletics 2
San Francisco 6, Houston 3
San Diego 5, Cleveland 2
Seattle 3, Detroit 2
NY. Mets 6, Miami 5
Boston 3, Baltimore 0
Philadelphia 5, Colorado 1
Arizona 4, NY. Yankees 3
L.A. Dodgers 6, Atlanta 5
Thursday’s Games
Boston at Baltimore
Colorado at Philadelphia
Houston at Minnesota
Arizona at N.. Yankees
Cincinnati at Milwaukee

Friday’s Games
Chi. White Sox (Cannon 0-0) at Detroit
(Flaherty 0-0), 1:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Fedde 1-0) at Boston (Buehler
0-1), 2:10 p.m.
San Diego (Vasquez 0-0) at Chicago Cubs
(Imanaga 1-0), 2:20 p.m.
Toronto (Gausman 1-0) at NY. Mets
(Megill 1-0), 3:10 p.m.
Athletics (Bido 1-0) at Colorado (Feltner
0-0), 4:10 p.m.
NY. Yankees (Fried 0-0) at Pittsburgh
(Keller 1-0), 4:12 p.m.
Seattle (Miller 0-1) at San Francisco
(Verlander 0-0), 4:35 p.m.
Arizona (Pfaadt 0-1) at Washington (Irvin
0-0), 6:45 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Yamamoto 1-0) at
Philadelphia (Luzardo 1-0), 6:45 p.m.
Miami (TBD) at Atlanta (Schwellenbach
0-0), 7:15 p.m.
Baltimore (Kremer 1-0) at Kansas City

(Lugo 0-0), 7:40 p.m.

Tampa Bay (Littell 0-1) at Texas (Mahle
0-0), 8:05 p.m.

Cincinnati (Martinez 0-1) at Milwaukee
(TBD), 8:10 p.m.

Cleveland (Williams 0-0) at L.A. Angels
(Soriano 1-0), 9:38 p.m.

League Leaders

American League
Batting Average — Abreu, Boston .636;
O'Neill, Baltimore .571; Springer, Toronto
A444; Westburg, Baltimore .412; Judge,
New York .400; Urias, Baltimore .400;
O’Hearn, Baltimore .400; Altuve, Houston
.389; Torkelson, Detroit .389; Wagner,
Toronto .389.
Home Runs — Judge, New York 4; Volpe,
New York 3; Westburg, Baltimore 3;
Soderstrom, Athletics 3; Gimenez,
Toronto 3; Chisholm Jr., New York 3; Heim,
Texas 2; Benintendi, Chicago 2; Bader,
Minnesota 2; Mullins, Baltimore 2.
RBI — Judge, New York 11; Mullins,
Baltimore 10; Bellinger, New York 6;
Benintendi, Chicago 6; Chisholm Jr., New
York 6; Abreu, Boston 6; Manzardo,
Cleveland 6; O'Neill, Baltimore 5; Bader,
Minnesota 5; Lowe, Tampa Bay 5.
Stolen Bases — Mangum, Tampa Bay 3;
Witt Jr., Kansas City 3; Paris, Los Angeles
3; Story, Boston 2; Taveras, Texas 2;
DeLuca, Tampa Bay 2; Blanco, Kansas City
2; Rodriguez, Seattle 2; Duran, Boston 2;
Bliss, Seattle 2.
Wins — Chapman, Boston 1; Gausman,
Toronto 1; Green, Toronto 1; Rodon, New
York 1; Bassitt, Toronto 1; Armstrong,
Texas 1; Dominguez, Baltimore 1; Eflin,
Baltimore 1; Fairbanks, Tampa Bay 1;
Burke, Los Angeles 1.
ERA - Perez, Chicago 0.00; Springs,
Athletics 0.00; Martin, Chicago 0.00;
Soriano, Los Angeles 0.00; Bubic, Kansas
City 0.00; Baz, Tampa Bay 0.00; Mize,
Detroit 0.00; Bibee, Cleveland 0.00;
Burke, Chicago 0.00; Cannon, Chicago
0.00.
Strikeouts — Gilbert, Seattle 18; Eovaldi,
Texas 17; Berrios, Toronto 13; Severino,
Athletics 12; Baz, Tampa Bay 10; Perez,
Chicago 9; Springs, Athletics 9; Bubic,
Kansas City 8; Pepiot, Tampa Bay 8;
Povich, Baltimore 8.
Saves — Jansen, Los Angeles 2; Jackson,
Texas 2; Hader, Houston 2; Hoffman,
Toronto 2; Munoz, Seattle 2; Garcia,
Toronto 1; Kahnle, Detroit 1; Martin, Texas
1; Estevez, Kansas City 1; Sewald,
Cleveland 1.

National League
Batting Average — Sosa, Philadelphia .545;
Smith, Los Angeles .471; Walker, St. Louis
429; Nootbaar, St. Louis .421; Ruiz,
Washington .412; Tatis Jr., San Diego .409;
Merrill, San Diego .400; Perdomo, Arizona
.389; Machado, San Diego .381; Turang,
Milwaukee .368.
Home Runs — Suarez, Arizona 5; Tucker,
Chicago 4; Ramos, San Francisco 3;
McLain, Cincinnati 3; Flores, San Francisco
3; Betts, Los Angeles 3; Schwarber,
Philadelphia 3; Edman, Los Angeles 3;
Freeman, Los Angeles 2; Hernandez, Los
Angeles 2.
RBI — Suarez, Arizona 11; Tucker, Chicago
11; Flores, San Francisco 8; Hernandez,
Los Angeles 8; De La Cruz, Cincinnati 8;
Amaya, Chicago 7; Swanson, Chicago 6;
Schwarber,  Philadelphia  6; Suzuki,
Chicago 6; Perdomo, Arizona 6.
Stolen Bases - Cruz, Pittsburgh 5;
Machado, San Diego 4; Kiner-Falefa,
Pittsburgh 4; Tatis Jr., San Diego 4; Scott
I, St. Louis 4; Bogaerts, San Diego 3;
Pham, Pittsburgh 2; Yelich, Milwaukee 2;
Berti, Chicago 2; Ohtani, Los Angeles 2.
Wins — Peralta, San Diego 2; Banda, Los
Angeles 2; Steele, Chicago 2; Adam, San
Diego 1; Ray, San Francisco 1; Kelly,
Arizona 1; Snell, Los Angeles 1; Ross,
Philadelphia 1; Glasnow, Los Angeles 1;
Fedde, St. Louis 1.
ERA - Gore, Washington 0.00; Parker,

Washington 0.00; Schwellenbach, Atlanta
0.00; Vasquez, San Diego 0.00; Freeland,
Colorado 0.00; Marquez, Colorado 0.00;
Senzatela, Colorado 0.00; Pivetta, San
Diego 0.00; Singer, Cincinnati 0.00; Hicks,
San Francisco 0.00.

Strikeouts - King, San Diego 14;
Yamamoto, Los Angeles 14; Steele,
Chicago 13; Gore, Washington 13; Sale,
Atlanta 12; Alcantara, Miami 11; Webb, San
Francisco 11; Luzardo, Philadelphia 11;
Brown, Chicago 10; Peterson, New York 9.
Saves — Pressly, Chicago 2; Scott, Los
Angeles 2; Suarez, San Diego 2; Walker,
San Francisco 2; Matz, St. Louis 1; Treinen,
Los Angeles 1; Rea, Chicago 1; Diaz, New
York 1; Finnegan, Washington 1; Pagan,
Cincinnati 1.

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
w L GB
Boston 56 20 737 -
N.Y. Knicks 48 28 632 8
Toronto 28 48 368 28
Brooklyn 25 51 .329 31
Philadelphia 23 53 .303 33
Southeast Division
W L Pct GB
Orlando 37 40 481 -
Atlanta 36 40 474 2
Miami 35 41 461 1%
Charlotte 19 57 250 17%
Washington 17 59 224 19%
Central Division
Pct GB
Cleveland 61 15 .803 -
Indiana 45 31 592 16
Detroit 42 34 553 19
Milwaukee 41 34 547 19%
Chicago Bulls 34 42 447 27
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
W L GB
Houston 50 27 .649 -
Memphis 44 32 5719 5%
Dallas 38 39 494 12
San Antonio 32 44 A1 1T%
New Orleans 21 55 276 28%
Northwest Division
W L GB
Oklahoma City 64 12 .842 -
Denver 47 30 610 17%
Minnesota 44 32 5719 20
Portland 33 43 434 31
Utah 16 61 .208 48%
Pacific Division
Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 46 29 613 -
Golden State 44 31 587 2
L.A. Clippers 44 32 5719 2%
Sacramento 36 40 474 10%
Phoenix 35 41 461 M
Wednesday’s Scores

Washington 116, Sacramento 111

Cleveland 124, N.Y. Knicks 105

Indiana 119, Charlotte 105

Miami 124, Boston 103

Houston 143, Utah 105

Dallas 120, Atlanta 118

San Antonio 113, Denver 106

Oklahoma City 119, Detroit 103

L.A. Clippers 114, New Orleans 98
Thursday’s Games

Orlando at Washington

Milwaukee at Philadelphia

Minnesota at Brooklyn

Portland at Toronto

Memphis at Miami

Golden State at L.A. Lakers

Friday’s Games

Sacramento at Charlotte, 7 p.m.

Utah at Indiana, 7 p.m.

Phoenix at Boston, 7:30 p.m.

Detroit at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.

Portland at Chicago Bulls, 8 p.m.

Cleveland at San Antonio, 8 p.m.

Oklahoma City at Houston, 8 p.m.

Denver at Golden State, 10 p.m.

Dallas at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
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New Orleans at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m. Texas vs. South Carolina, 7 p.m. Seattle at San Diego FC, 10:30 p.m.
UCLA vs. Connecticut, 9:30 p.m. Sunday’s Games
Women’s National Invitational Minnesota at NY City FC, 3 p.m.
NHL Tournament D.C. United at San Jose, 5 p.m.
Eastern Conferanca Semifinals Toronto FC at Inter Miami CF, 7 p.m.
PN Wednesday’s Games NWsL
Atl‘;’nt|cLD|v(|)s1|_onPts GF GA Buffalo 74, Cleveland State 69 Orlando vg |6 gPts ?g G/:
Toronto 46 25 4 96 245221 | Troy 99, lllinois State 96 Kansas City 300 9 8 1
TampaBay 44 25 5 93 268 196 Championship Washington 2 10 6 4 3
Blorlda 44 27 4 92 237 204 Saturday Angel City 10 2 5 4 3
ttawa 39 29 6 84 213 214 San Diego 1T 1 1 4 5 5
Montreal 35 30 9 79 223 248 | 1Y 3tBuffalo,5pm. Seattle 111 4 4 4
Detroit 34 33 7 75 211 234 Houston T 1 1 4 3 3
Buffalo 32 36 6 70 244 263 Bay T 1 1 4 3 3
Boston 30 36 9 69 196 248 FOOTBALL Louisville T 1 1 4 2 3
i i North Carolina 012 2 2 3
Metr(wolltlan %'}’"}‘{" GF GA UFL Portland 012 2 2 4
s XFL Confe
Washington 48 18 9 105 271 204 Wit propa | GOtham 0122 13
Carolina 46 24 4 96 243197 | afington 100 1000 33 9 | Ytah 02 1 137
New Jersey 40 29 7 87 227 201 | gt |ouis 100 1000 31 ¢ | Chicago 0300 19
T LA jos g g s
{1 u H i
NY. Islanders 32 32 10 74 203 229 San Antonio 010 .000 9 33 | AngelCity 2, Seattle 1
Pittsburgh 30 34 11 71 218 274 USFL Conference GOLF
Philadelphia 31 36 9 71 217 263 . wLT PE PA
Michigan 100 1.000 26 12
Western Conference Birmingham 010 .000 1118 PGA Money Leaders
Central Division Houston 010 000 6 31 | 1 RoryMcllroy, $9,057,558.
W L OT Pts GF GA Memphis 010 .000 1226 g guiselhIAHerllley, $s§56;1387;564
Winnipeg 51 20 4 106 257 177 March 28 S , Collin Morikawa, $5,558,964.
Dallas 49 21 4 102 254 189 ) arc core 4, Ludvig Aberg, $4,956,223.
Colorado 46 26 4 96 254 213 | St-Louis31,Houston & 5, J.J. Spaun, $4.581472.
Minnesota 41 28 7 89 208 219 ) Saturday’s Score 6, Hideki Matsuyama, $4,464,913.
St. Louis 41 28 7 89 231213 Arlington 33, San Antonio 9 7, Sepp Straka, $4,195,617.
Utah 3429 12 80 212 229 Sunday’s Scores 8, Shane Lowry, $3,613,011.
Nashville 27 40 8 62 190 245 | \fichigan 26, Memphis 12 9, Corey Conners, $3,452,581.
Chicago 21 44 10 52 203 272 | pcg Birmingham 11 10, Scottie Scheffler, $3,341,197.
Pacific Division Friday’s Game 11, Justin Thomas, $3,219,600.
L s GF GA | Bimingham at Michigan 12, Maverick McNealy, $3,166,013.
\Lli\g?f‘ngs ig %; g gg % 12? Saturday’s Game 13, Lucas Glover, $3,033,613.
A KI . 14, Michael Kim, $2,785,623.
Edmonton 43 26 5 91 239 217 | Memphisat DC » Michael Kim, §
15, Thomas Detry, $2,757,678.
Calgary 35 27 12 82 194 219 Sunday’s Games :
Inday 16, Min Woo Lee, $2,658,736.
Vancouver 34 28 13 81 213 234 Houston at Arlington .
Anaheim 33 33 8 74 205 233 t g i 17, Nick Taylor, $2,643,264.
San Antonio at St. Louis 18, Akshay Bhatia, $2,416,394.
Seattle 32 38 6 70 229 245
SanJose 20 44 10 50 193 282 SOCCER 1296 Ts‘i,"n’gﬁ'é’fﬁfﬁf’?f{:fl—,%o
Ihc‘)(s):E: Two points for a win, one for OT 21,,Harris Engli’sh, §2,17’2,2044
. MLS 22, Patrick Cantlay, $2,149,650.
Wednesday’s Scores Eastern Conference 23, Joe Highsmith, $2,095,856.
N.Y. Rangers 5, Minnesota 4, OT W L TPts GF GA | 24, Daniel Berger, $2,036,591.
Carolina 5, Washington 1 Inter MiamiCF~ 4 0 1 13 11 5 | 25 Jacob Bridgeman, $1,950,029.
Toronto 3, Florida 2 Philadelphia 4 2 012 13 8
Colorado 3, Chicago 2, SO Columbus 3 0 312 8 4
Seattle 5, Vancouver 0 Chicago 3 1 2 11310
” Charlotte FC 3 2 11 10 6 TRANSACTIONS
Thursday’s Games ; .
Boston at Montreal Nashville 3.2 11 9 5 Wednesday'’s Transactions
Orlando City 3 2 110 15 12
Tampa Bay at Ottawa Cincinnati 32 11 8 9 _ BASEBALL
Colorado at Columbus NY Red Bulls 22 2.8 7 6 Major League Baseball
Pittsburgh at St. Louis NY City FC 2 2 28 9 9 ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - 2B Ketel
Nashville at Dallas Atlanta 2 2 2 81 1N Marte Signed six-year extension.
L.A. Kings at Utah D.C. United 1 2 3 6 8 1 ATHLETICS — LF Esteury Ruiz Traded to
Anaheim at Calgary New England 13 1 4 3 6 Los Angeles Dodgers for RHP Carlos
Winnipeg at Vegas Toronto FC 0 4 2 2 6 12 Duran. Carlos Duran Traded for OF Esteury
Edmonton at San Jose CF Montreal 0 4 2 2 310 Ruiz.
Friday’s Games Western Conference BOSTON RED SOX - 2B Kristian Campbell
Carolina at Detroit, 7 p.m. W L TPts GF GA | Signed eight-year extension.
Chicago at Washington, 7 p.m. Vancouver 4 1 11310 5 | LOSANGELES DODGERS — Carlos Duran
Minnesota at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m. Austin FC 4 2 0 12 5 3 | TradedtoAthletics for OF Esteury Ruiz. LF
San Diego FC 31 2110 6 Esteury Ruiz Sent to Minors. Kyle Hurt
Mi?nezota 3121 9 6 Transferred to 60-Day IL Recovery from
Colorado 31 21 8 7 right elbow surgery. LF Esteury Ruiz
COLLEGE BASKETBALL Portland 3 2 110 9 8 | Traded for RHP Carlos Duran.
Men’s NCAA Tournament FC Dallas 3 2 110 9 9 | MINNESOTA TWINS — P Randy Dobnak
N LosAngelesfC 3 3 0 9 8 9 i i
> H Outrighted to Minors.
Final Four Saint Louis 2.2 2 8 4 2| NEW YORK METS - 1B Jon Singleton
at San Antonio San Jose 2.3 1.7 9 9 gigned to a Minor League Contragct LF
Saturday’s Games Real Salt Lake 2 4 0 6 51N Nﬁ(o Goodrum Signed tga Minor Leaque
Florida vs. Auburn, 6:09 p.m. Seattle 12368 8| o 9 9
Houston vs. Duke, 8:49 p.m. LA Galaxy S 4 2 2 212 | SANDIEGO PADRES - CF Jackson Merril
Men’s I Tourt i Signed nine-year extension
Semifinal Sporting KC 05 1 1 6 12 gne! y .
T :m|,mGa s Saturday’s Games . FOOTBALL
. uesday's Games Nashville at Charlotte FC, 2:30 p.m. National Foothall League
UC Irvine 69, North Texas 67 LA Galaxy at Real Salt Lake, 4:30 p.m. BUFFALO BILLS — CB Christian Benford
Chattanooga 80, Loyola Chicago 73 Chicago at NY Red Bulls, 7:'30 p.m. re-signed Four-year extension (through
Championship New England at Cincinnati, 7:30 p.m. 2029). .
Thursday CF Montreal at Columbus, 7:30 p.m. INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — @B Sam Ehlinger
Chattanooga vs. UC Irvine at Indianapolis, | Orlando City at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m. signed/unrestricted free agent to Denver
9 p.m. FC Dallas at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m. Broncos One-year contract (through
Women’s NCAA Tournament Portland at Austin FC, 7:45 p.m. 2025).
Final Four Los Angeles FC at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Saint Louis at Sporting KC, 8:30 p.m.
at Tampa, Fla. Colorado at Vancouver, 9:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games '

Staley

Continued from Page 1C

outside and her feet weren’t on glossy
maple hardwood, she didn’t know who
she was.

“The physical attributes were there
from her freshman year, learning her
voice, learning her confidence, that
was still the evolution,” Tammi Reiss,
Staley’s freshman year roommate,
backcourt teammate and now coach at
Rhode Island, told The Greenville
News.

Though her teammates would tease
her, responding to reporters with ease
while Staley would throw up, it allowed
her to develop one of her strongest as-
sets.

“Instead of using my verbal skills,
my non-verbal skills, my observation,
reading people, that skill set was
heightened,” Staley, 54, said. “I'm an
expert in body language. So all of that
plays a part. I have areal good observa-
tion of habits people form. Now I'mina
profession where you really have to,
understand people, habits, you really
have to understand body language, be-
cause it’s telling.”

She studied people, then trusted
them.

A triumphant college career in the
spotlight then professional stardom
forced Staley out of her shell but even-
tually gaining a voice didn't mean she
lost the value of listening to others.

The modern-day communicative
version of Staley as coach of No.1seed
South Carolina women’s basketball
will be on display Friday (7 p.m., ESPN)
against No. 1 seed Texas (35-4) in the
Final Four at Amalie Arena. The Game-
cocks (34-4) are the defending nation-
al champions and Staley has won three
titles as coach.

The evolving dynasty she’s created
in Columbia is crafted around a time-
out philosophy that she describes as
different from most coaches but in es-
sence, it’s a trust in her players to just
figure it out, which stems from the
early days of watching, listening and
studying.

Dawn Staley: The
Art of a Timeout

Down 10 or up 50, if a string of mis-
takes flood the court, Staley’s instinct
is never to stop.

She keeps the play in motion, be-
cause she’s created a culture built her
players on figuring it out together in
real-time.

“I'mlooking at if a team is going on a

run on us, I'm looking at the type of
shots that we’re getting and the type of
shots that our opponents are scoring
on us,” Staley said.

“When I was a player, I wanted to
play through some stuff. I wanted to
play through a mistake.”

Even as a freshman, Virginia coach
Debbie Ryan would call a play just for
Staley to wave it off or sometimes Ryan
would call “Philly” which meant Staley
went 1-on-1.

“Ireally felt Debbie trusted her,” Re-
iss said.

“Didn’t call a timeout, let Dawn fly
down the court, make the play that
needed to be made, let Dawn play
through turnovers. Now as a coach
you're gonna I remember how it felt as
a player.”

Some coaches use timeouts as a way
to regain control, some just for a simple
break, though Staley has mastered the
art of being both nuanced and situa-
tional.

As associate head coach Lisa Boyer
described it, “She’s a just in case girl,
she wants to have timeouts in her back
pocket.”

Coaches only gets three 30-second
timeouts and one 60-second timeout
per game but with required media
timeouts, there’s natural pauses Sta-
ley can’t control.

Staley doesn’t need to burn her own
timeouts to understand players. She
deciphers tics and arm movements,
reads facial expressions then commu-
nicates, as a conductor from the side-
line while letting the flow and the pace
remain.

In the Sweet 16 against Maryland on
March 28, there were eight total lead
changes.

Appearing in her 19th NCAA tourna-
ment as a player and a coach, it’s no
surprise the the four-time Naismith
College Coach of the Year didn’t stray
from her timeout philosophy.

Maryland dismantled the Game-
cocks’ offense early but Staley didn’t
call a timeout and instead, saved them
for the final quarter, allowing critical
ball advancements and plays drawn up
in crunch time, to secure the 71-67 win.

How Dawn Staley builds trust to
avoid calling frequent timeouts

Fifth year guard Te-Hina Paopao re-
members the confusion.

“It was honestly a shock,” Paopao
said when she transferred to South
Carolina from Oregon after the 2022-
23 season.

“(Opponents) would go on a run and
usually coaches would call timeout but
she never did so I was like ‘ok that’s

kind of weird.”

What first appeared eccentric soon
became Paopao’s vehicle to success.

“Ilike how she does it,” Paopao said.
“Shelets us play through it, figure it out
on our own and that puts a lot of trust
in us, her confidence in us and just
playing for a coach like that is awe-
some. [ don’t like when there’s a flow of
the game, then there’s a timeout, it ru-
ins the flow of the game. She let’s us
play which is very eye-opening espe-
cially from other programs.”

Bad or good runs, a sudden halt in
play can sometimes be salt on a
wound. Boyer, Staley and their staff
are always aware that calling a timeout
doesn’t guarantee a sudden transfor-
mation.

“You don’t know where the momen-
tum is going to go,” Boyer said.

Staley remembers that as a a player,
there’s no better feeling than a team
forcing the other to call timeout. Paus-
ing the game can add fuel to a fire
whereas most assume it’s an automat-
ic tool to put one out.

No player wants to see Dawn
Staley’s ‘face of disgust’

Sometime’s it’s just a look.

Reiss described as the “yuck face,”
which transports her back to the1990s.
The same look Staley gave when a
teammate missed a pass.

South Carolina senior guard Bree
Hall described it as “a face of disgust
that nobody wants to see,” but one you
have to just get over.

Staley struts the sidelines wearing a
million words on her face but infre-
quent timeouts and a culture of letting
her players work through mistakes,
doesn’t suppress communication, es-
pecially for this season’s team.

“We’ve handled things in real time,”
Staley said Sunday. “Ireally don’t think
I've had a team that has been able to
communicate as early, like when we
see something we act. Like it looks like
and feels like — they will say what’s
happening. And you can deal with it in
that moment.”

Communication still happens but
continuing the flow, letting mistakes
improve without a pause, it’s all part of
the philosophy, one that instills leader-
ship and assertion from each player on
her roster.

“It’s the master of the art of time
out,” Reiss said.

Lulu Kesin covers South Carolina
athletics for The Greenville News and
the USA TODAY Network. Email her at
lkesin@gannett.com and follow her on
X, formerly known as Twitter, @Lulu-
kesin

Drive

Continued from Page 1C

with 29 strikeouts and just eight
walks.

Jedixson Paez

Position: Right-handed pitcher

Age: 21

Hometown: Tinaquillo, Venezuela

What to know: Paez split time be-
tween Salem and Greenville last season,
becoming the youngest pitcher in the or-
ganization to reach 100 strikeouts. He
was promoted to Greenville in May and
had 78 strikeouts and eight walks in 64
innings with a 3.48 ERA. He finished
with a combined 113 strikeouts and only
12 walks in 96.2 innings. Paez (6-foot-],
170 pounds) features a fastball that can
reach 95 mph, change-up, slider, curve
ball and cutter.

Justin Riemer

Position: Middle infielder

Age: 23

Hometown: McLean, Va.

What to know: Riemer was a fourth-
round draft pick out of Wright State in
2023. He was a compensatory pick after
the Red Sox lost pitcher Nathan Eovaldi
to the Texas Rangers. Reimer began last
season on the 60-day injured list be-
cause of a torn ACL suffered at Wright
State. He joined Boston’s rookie-level
team in July and hit .296 before being
assigned to Greenville, skipping Salem.
In 28 games, he batted .240 with four
doubles, eight stolen bases and a 4.1 per-
cent swinging strike rate.

Nelly Taylor

Position: Outfielder

Age: 22

Hometown: Clearwater, Fla.

What to know: Taylor was named
Boston’s 2024 Minor League defensive
player of the year. He was an Iith-round
draft pick in 2023 out of Polk State Col-
lege in Winter Haven, Fla., and commit-
ted to a transfer to Florida State before
signing with the Red Sox. Taylor had
eight home runs and 33 steals last sea-
son at Salem and finished with 10 games
for Greenville, hitting .290 with a pair of
homers. He is a survivor of a rare kidney
cancer, Wilms tumor, diagnosed when
he was 5 years old.

Todd Shanesy covers high school ath-
letics for the Greenville News, Spartan-
burg Herald-Journal and Anderson In-
dependent Mail in the USA TODAY Net-
work. Contact him by email at
todd.shanesy@shj.com.
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