by Heidi Trawis

“1 belleve the children are
our TU'IILII"E'

EHG well and let
cm Eﬁ the way

Ehnw them all the beauty
they possess Inslde

Glve them a sense of pride”

Whitney Houston famously sang these
lines in her hat “Greatest Love of AIL" But it
't just a sappy 80s ballad. Quirte literally,
children are the future comerstones of our
communities and the time and care we
invest in them makes all the difference in
the world. Unforunately, not every child
is afforded the same opportunities in life.
In our own communities, there are broken
homes and troubled children whao just need
a little extra support.

That's where we come in.

Here in Penszcola there are a number
of youth mentoring organizations who
take childrem like these under their wings
and work hard to give them the care and
support that they need in order o hve
happy. successful, productive lives. These
programs provide assistance in 2 moltitude
of ways and strengthen our communities
by reaching oot to its smallest, most needy
members to build them up so that they can
achieve their full potenmal.

Here are just a few of the organizations
working hard and c]'mnglng kid's lives for
the better in our community.
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&40 Roberts Ave # 3780, Pensacola
850.453.7490

AMIkids Pensacola has been openating in the

community since 19, serving more than 3,300
at-risk }'\Dulh_-njmugh mmmunil]r woluneeers,
including the Univerdey of West Florida,
meniering activities focws on peer-to-peer
counseling, life skills, putering/CEL preparacion
and even gardening.

AMkids is 2 non-profic organization
dedicared o working with youth whe come
from troubled backgrounds and have commitied
offenses in the past. The orpanizations roots
date back o the 19605 when Juvenile Cour
Judge Frank Orlando of Fore Lavderdale saw a
dishearening trend of repear affenders coming
throwgh his court room at an alarming rate.
Determined o break the c_:,n:ll: of incarceration,
Judge Crrlando contaced a friend, Bob Rosof,
whio ran a rescarch program for Florida Adlantic
University and wogether they conducied an
experiment. Judpe Ordando snt Rosof 2 number
of boys to aid him with his research. The idea
was thar these boys would stand a better chance
of rehabilimsion if they were given a purpose
rather than locked in cells. Warking wich
Rosof, the boys had the opportunity to build
relationships, and o pue their encrgies and skills
into something meaningful thar would make 2
difference in the community and their lves.

'|i:r|:1.="|.r, the -Drgp:l:—l?_alinn bz serwed over 13!5-,“]
natisnwide. Their vision remains crysal clear:
Every child is born with potential. Every child
has the FII:II:I::I'll.i.lI fora I:IIiEl‘II fuiure, I'I:E.il‘l:”m
of their past. AMIkids’ approach is multi-

facesed. The youth in chis program are given
numerous aczdemic oppartunities as well as
vocatienal training in arcas of their choice. With
a focus on eduwcarion, behavior moedihction,
itrcaimene, and vocatonal education ll'u.-‘v wark

with kids e pave a path wwarnds success.

Northwest Florida

1140 on Road Soite #1, Pensacola
B850.433.5437

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Mornhwest Florida has
served the Pensacola area for over 28 years. They
are a non-proft organiatien whose misdon is
o aid troubled children, typically from sngle-
parent homes, and o provide guidance and one-
oO-OnE SEppon.

Big Brothers Big Simers pairs an adult mendor,
a Elg. with ::Fc:lfu: child, a Livtle, for monthly
outings and aciivities they can enjoy L-Dgl:l:hi.-.r.

There are numernows mcn:nrlng AT nities
offered lhmugl'l B;g Brothers Eig Simers to
accommedate every need. Bigs may mentor dheir
litebes in the commaunity, in their schools, or as a
duo, Pﬂ.l‘lnl:l'i ng with another Big_ Fumhermaore,
Big Brothers Big Sisters also has a couple of more
specialized programs including the Schoaol
Work program which allows Littles o shadow
their Bigs in the work place for four hours a
manth and, more recenty, the Bigs with Badges
initiative which pairs Littles with Bigs who serve
in Law enfrcement. Underpinning each of these
initiatives and what lies at the heart and soul of
Big Brothers and Big Simers is the relationship
brtween the Bigs and their Lindes and the

community az large.
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our future

EHG well and let
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they possess Inside

Glve them a sense of pride”

Whitney Houston famously sang these
lines in her hit “Greatest Love of AIL™ But it
't just 4 sappy 805 ballad. Quite literally,
children are the future comerstones of our
communities and the time and care we
mvest in them makes all the difference in
the world. Unfortunately, not every child
is afforded the same opportunities in life.
In our own communities, there are broken
homes and troubled children whao just need
a little extra support.

That's where we come in.

Here in Pensacola there are a number
of youth mentorning orpanizations who
take children like these under their wings
and work hard to give them the care and
support that they need in order to live
happy. successful, productive lives. These
programs provide assistance in a2 multitude
of ways and strengthen our communities
by reaching out to its smallest, most needy
members to build them up so that they can
achieve their full potenial.

Here are just a few of the organizations
working hard and changing kid's lives for

the better in our community.
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&40 Roberts Ave # 3780, Pensacola
850.453.7490

AMkids Penszcola has been operating in the
community since 19, serving more than 3,500
a-risk }'\Dulh_-njmugh mmmunil]r m'umu:r:,
includi g, the Ll'ni'n:r:'lt]r of West Flarida,
mienuoring activities focus on peer-to-peer
counseling, life skills, cuwering!CED preparavion
and even gardening.

AMIkids is a non-profit organization
dedicared o working with youth whe come
from troubled backpgrounds and have commitied
offenses in the past. The orpanization’s roots
date back to the 191311': when ]u'n:nilc Court
Judge Frank Orlands of Fort Lavderdale saw a
dishearening trend of repear affenders coming
throwgh his court room ar an alarming rate.
Determined o break the eycde of incarcerarion,
Judge Crrlando contacied a friend, Bob Rosof,
who ran a rescarch program for Florida Adlantic
Uni“:rﬁl]r and m-gcll'u.-r ||1.-|:}-' conducted an
experiment. Judpe Ordando snt Rosof 2 number
of boys wo aid him with his research. The idea
was thar these boys would stand a better chance
of rehabiliasion if they were piven a purposs
rather than locked in cells. Warking wich
Rosof, the boys had the opportunity to build
relationships, and o pue their encrgies and skills
into something meaningful thar would make 2
difference in the community and cheir lves.

Today, the orpanteation has served over 156,000
natiomwide. Their vision remains crysal clear:
Ewvery child is born with potential. Every child
has the potential for a brighe future, regardless
of their past. AMIkids’ approach is mulii-

facezed. The youth in chis program are given
numerous aczdemic oppartunities as well as
vocational training in arcas of their choice. With
a focus on eduwcarion, behavior moedihction,
itrcaimene, and vocatonal education ll'u.-‘v wark

with kids s pave a path wwarnds success.

Northwest Florida

1149 Creighton Road Suite #1, Pensacola
850.433.5437

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Norhwest Florida has
served the Pensacola area for over 28 years. They
are a non-proft organatien whose misdon is
o aid troubled children, typically from sngle-
parent homes, and o provide peidance and one-
OO-OnE SEppon.
Big Brothers Big Simers pairs an adult mendor,

a Big, with a specific child, a Little, for monthly
outings and zctivities they can enjoy topecher.

Theere are numerous mentoring apporunities
offered throwgh Big Brochers Big Siaers o
accommodate every need. Bigs may mentor dheir
littbes in the commaunity, in their schools, or as a
duo, parinering with another Big. Fumhermore,
Big Brothers Big Sisters also has a couple of more
sl:rn:-l.ali:r.:d programs ;nduding the School to
Woark program which allows Littles o shadow
their Bigs in the work place for four hours a
manth and, more recently, the Bigs with Badges
iniziative which pairs Littles with Bigs who serve
in Law enforcement. Underpinning each of these
imitiatives and what lies ai the heart and soul of
Big Brothers and Big Sisers is the relationship
between the Bigs and their Listdes and che

community az large.



