Scr eenpl ay



AVKWARD DI NI NG,
FADE | N
| NTERI OR:  RESTAURANT. EVEN NG

PAUL and DAWN, a couple in their 50s, sit opposite each

ot her around a small candle-lit dining table. The swanky
restaurant is full of Christnmas decorations and
strategically placed fairy lights. There is an open fire in
the corner of the room the atnosphere is warm and

cheerful. Frank Sinatra is heard gently singing favorite
Christmas hits.

DAVWN
Ch it’s lovely!

PAUL
It’s proper posh isn't it!

DAVWN
| haven’t been sonmewhere like this
since Mary’'s divorce party a few
years back

PAUL
| feel a bit out of place! A
t hese bl okes are in their Ral ph
Lauren’s...my MS doesn’t quite cut
t he nust ard!

DAVWN
Don't be silly love! That shirt is
tinmeless...and by tineless | nean
there will never be a tinme where
it’s actually in fashion.

PAUL
Onh come off it! You picked it!

DAV
| ncorrect.

PAUL
You di d!

DAVWN
| picked a nmuch nicer shade of
bl ue, you insisted that you could
pul | of sal non.
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PAUL
Alright, alright. You |look |ovely
anyway, that’s all that matters.

DAVWN
" mjoking with you, you | ook
great.

PAUL

Thanks | ove.

DAVWN
| nmean the shoes are utterly
hi deous but |ets be thankful they
are |located the furthest away from
everyone’ s eyes.

PAUL
Stop! Come on we haven't been out
together in ages, let’s have a nice
time.

DAWN gi ggl es again and pl aces her hand out to touch PAUL’s.

DAVWN
|’msorry I'’msorry! Christ ny
sarcasmjust rolls of ny tongue
these days, | can't even tell when
" mjoking or not anynore.

DAWN | ooks around the room and over to the door. Her face
suddenly changes and she sl unps down in her chair.

Oh ny Christ. Its Pam Don’t | ook,

don’t look. She' s just wal ked

in. Jesus, shit, buggery.

PAUL | ooks around the roomw th a confused | ook on his face.

PAUL
VWhat ? \Where?

DAVWN
Paul for the Iove of god | told you
not to | ook! She's right over
there! By the door.

Canera pans over to the door.

A woman in her early 40s stands by the door, waiting to be
seated with her husband. She is dressed in a fur coat and
red heels. Her nmake-up is done to perfection, her hair
neatly pinned up and her jewellery reflects the glow from
the fire.
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PAUL (O 9S)
Ch yea | see her now, she | ooks
great! Should | wave over and-

DAVWN (O. S)
No you bl oody will not!

CUT TGO PAUL AND DAWN

DAWN i s slunped further in her chair, she covers her face
with a nmenu.

PAUL
Dawn woul d you stop hiding under
your menu? You | ook ridicul ous! Am
| m ssing sonething here? You used
to be so close!

CUT TGO FLASHBACK, 20 YEARS AQGO

A young DAWN and PAM dressed suitably in 80s work cl ot hes,
sit at conputers in an office environnent.

PAM
He said it would be this norning
didn’t he? What’'s keeping him [’ m
so excited for you Dawn you’ ve got
this in the bag!

DAVWN
Don't jinx it! I don’t think
anyt hings certain...
PAM
Cone off it! Who else is going to

get it?!

A man dressed smartly and carrying docunents wal ks in, he
approaches the wonen. DAWN and PAM | ook nervous and stop
wor Ki ng.

MANAGER
Hello ladies. Well | better just
get on with this, we all know why

| " m here.

PAUSE
|’ mextrenely happy to announce
that after careful consideration,
our new departnment manager i S going
to be you, Pam

PAM and DAWN both | ook utterly shocked. PAM begins to cry
as the manager hugs her. DAW is visibly heartbroken.
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CUT TGO PRESENT DAY

DAV
Paul let’s just |eave. The w ndow
inthe ladies isn't that snmall, |'m

pretty sure | could clinb out. You
could just wal k out the front door
after she has sat down.

PAUL
Have you conpletely | ost the plot??
What is wong with you? Sit up and
put your nenu down!

CUT TGO FLASHBACK, 15 YEARS AGO

INTERIOR: O fice. DAWN is working at the sane office. Her
tel ephone rings, it is PAM

DAV
Hel | 0?

PAM ( TELEPHONE V. O)
| " M ENGAGED! HE' S POPPED THE
QUESTI ON!'  HENRY’ S POPPED THE
QUESTI ON!

DAW S smle drops i medi ately.

DAV
That's...that’'s brilliant news Pam

DAWN (V. O | NTERI OR)
| have two fucking kids and Pau
still hasn't popped the fucking
guesti on.

CUT TO. PRESENT DAY
PAUL pulls the nenu from DAWN who sits up abruptly.

DAWN ( GETTI NG | NCREASI NGLY ANGRY)
Paul ! Look you don’t understand.
That woman over there, all |eggy
6ft of her, is a bloody cow And I
hate her. She will waltz in with
her perfect hair and perfect face
and perfect legs and ask ne | ots of
guestions about ny life that really
she doesn’t care one bit about.
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PAUL
But -

DAVWN
And then she’ll pretend to be
really enthralled before she pulls
the rug fromunder ny feet and
tells nme how amazing things are for
her, and how Henry’s just bought
anot her plot of land for the horses
and that Ruben has just started
| earning the violin and is already
an acconplished nusician and that
Fl orence has now read the entire
wor ks of Shakespeare even though
she’s only 5. So no, | do not want
to bl oody speak to that bl oody,
| eggy, stuck up her own ass wtch!

PAUL | ooks stunned, he gl ances around again to | ook at PAM
who has now spotted the pair of them She gives a delicate
wave and smles delightfully.

PAUL
Too | ate.

DAV
Mot her of god has she spotted us?!
Onh fuck!

PAUL
Dawn!

DAVWN
"’ mgoing to have a panic attack
Paul | can’t |ook. Were is she,

is she coming over? |Is she? Tell ne
what s goi ng on

CUT TG 1 YEAR AGO

| NTERI OR:  Super mar ket. DAWN and PAM bunp into each ot her
shoppi ng. The exchange i s awkward.

PAM
Dawny! How on earth are you? It’s
been so | ong!

DAVWN
Pam ..Im ok thanks...yes it has
been.

PAUSE
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PAM
Well |'msure you re | ooking
forward to Christmas, and the New
Year! Any big plans?

DAWN
" m | ooking forward to the New Year
yes, | want to forget the |ast one.

Hasn’'t been a great year to be
honest. What with Mim passi ng away.

PAM
Oh of course how could | forget! |
suppose Christmas is going to be

har d.
DAVWN
But you did forget, Pam
PAM
Dawny conme on now, |’'ve
apol ogi zed. ..
DAVWN
No phone call...no card....nothing.
PAUSE
l’min a bit of a rush, 1"l see

you anot her tinme Pam

DAWN wal ks of f, annoyed. PAM renai ns, she shakes her head
and continues to shop.

CUT TO PRESENT DAY, PAM AT THE ENTRANCE

PAUL (0.59S)
She’s chatting to the
waiter....hold on.... O she’s

headed strai ght for us. Pul
your sel f toget her Dawn.

Canera foll ows PAM as she begins to nmake her way across the
restaurant to PAUL and DAWN. She wal ks el egantly, smling
until she reaches the table.
PAM
Paul! Dawn! Its utterly fabulous to
see you bot h!

She goes to kiss them both on the cheek.
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DAVWN ( SARCASTI CALLY)
Pam What a surprise. It’s
delightful to see you too..

They exchange a kiss on both cheeks, m m cking the sound as
t hey do so.

PAUL
Pam its a pleasure. | haven't
seen you in ages- how are things?

PAM
Onh Paul, don't worry about silly
ol d nme! What about you pair? Dawn

how s work? Still at Jacobs?
DAWN
Yes, still there. I'"mpractically

part of the furniture. They
woul dn’t survive w thout me.

PAM
Ha! Ch Dawny, you shoul d have noved
years ago! You' re too good for that
pl ace. How are the kids? | heard
Peter has repeated a year?

PAUL
Wl |l yea, he-

DAV
He deci ded the course wasn't for
hi m anynore Pamto be
honest. Brave deci sion.

PAM
Right, right. O course if its not
for him then he’s quite right to
change! Rita from Waitrose seened
to think it was because he was
partying a little too hard, | told
her not to believe such nonsense!

DAVWN
Oh no don’'t believe that Pam You
know what Rita' s |like...such a

gossi p!

PAUL
No no, he just decided that the
cour se-
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PAM
Rita is a gossip | agree with you
t here Dawny! How are the others?
Charlie ok? And what about little
Emly? Still giving you probl ens?
You know there’s a name for those
sorts of things now with medication
and everything! Mre comon than
you' d think, a little boy in
Fl orence’s class has the sane
thing. Dreadfully badly behaved.

DAVWN
Wel | thanks for your deep concern
Pam but Emly is just fine thanks.

PAM
| didn’t nmean any offense Dawny!

DAVWN
None taken Pammy, | know your
concern for others is conpletely
heartfelt.

DAWN smi | es unconvincingly up at PAM a sarcastic | ook on
her face.

PAUL
So eh Pam who are you here with?

PAM
Here with Henry, darling! W’ ve
come out to celebrate actually,
Ruben has just been sel ected for
t he national squad! W’'re

del i ght ed!
PAUL

Ww, that’s brilliant!
DAV

Delightful. Swmmng | take it? O
has he excelled in sone other sport
since |’ve seen you |last?

PAM
Swming yes, he’s a little fish
our Ruben!

DAVWN

Is he here to cel ebrate to0?
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PAM
No, no. Just Henry and I, we
t hought it was too late to bring
the children, you know howit is

Dawny!
DAV

But its 7 o clock Pam. .
PAM

Well done Dawn it is.

AVKWARD PAUSE

All

t hr ee

| like to have the kids tucked up
early, its helps themin school

DAWN
It’s also a Friday...

PAM
VWl | sonmeone’s on formtoni ght
haha! Correct Dawn, it is a
Friday. ..

PAUL
l...1 think what she neant Pami s
t hat she thought the whole famly
woul d be out to cel ebrate Ruben’s
success! Anyway, how is Henry?
Where is he?

| ook over towards the door.

PAM
He’'s waiting to be seated by the
door, 1'Il go and bring himover
shal | I’> He'd love to see you Paul!
Back in a jiffy!

PAUL
Ch ok yea!

PAM | eaves the table, slight pause until dial ogue commences

agai n.

DAWN is extrenely agitated, her actions are |oud and

exagger at ed.

DAVWN
Jesus, Mary and Joseph! Oh ny
Christ Paul hold ne back I’ m going
to swing for her!
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PAUL
Cal m down! She’'s not that bad!

DAVWN
Did you not just hear her stupid,
pat roni zi ng remarks about our
chil dren?! That woman is a nosy,
good for nothing, piece of SHT!
Excuse ny French Paul but |I'm so

angry!
PAUL
Dawn, cal m down!
DAV
No Paul. She’'s had this comng for
years.
PAUL

What ? Had what com ng?

DAWN.
Thi s.

DAWN pi cks up her full wine glass angrily and wal ks t owards
t he door.

PAUL
No! Dawn! St op!

Canera foll ows behind DAWN as she approaches the door. PAM
and HENRY greet her with a smle which quickly fades as they
realize something is wong.

PAM spots the wine in her hand.

PAM
Dawn what are you doi ng?
DAVWN
Well... | was going to throw this

glass of nmerlot right in your face
and say ’'fuck you’ rather |oudly
before storm ng out in dramatic
fashion. But then | thought |’ m
not wasting four pounds twenty on
you. Because you're not worth half
of that. Not even a quarter.

PAM
Dawn | -
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DAVN.
So I'’mgoing to go back to ny
husband who yes may be fatter and
bal der and poorer than yours... but
at |l east he’'s not shagging half the
country.

PAM | ooks stunned. She goes to speak but stops. HENRY's jaw
dr ops.

DAWN
On! You thought no one knew?

PAM
VWhat on eart h-

DAVN
Turns out you haven't managed to
escape Rita's gossip either! Enjoy
your neal .

DAWN gi ves a sarcastic smle as she turns and wal ks of f. She
gives a silent 'yes!’ gesture as she strides across the
restaurant.

PAM and HENRY remai n standing at the door, they start to
bi cker.

DAWN returns to her table where Paul stands open nout hed.

DAVWN
Ri ght then! |’ m bl oody starving,
and that 120z sirloin has ny nane
on it!

FADE TO BLACK



