
TELETUBBIES 
The whimsical world of tattoos often draws from the 
wellspring of personal experiences, memories, and 
emotions, translating them into inked masterpieces. Among 
the myriad designs I've created, one particular theme 
stands out for its unexpected depth and emotional 
resonance—the Teletubbies. 

Let's rewind to the years between 2006 and 2011. During 
this time, my younger brother was absolutely captivated 
by the Teletubbies. Every morning, he would eagerly plant 
himself in front of the TV, eyes wide with wonder as he 
watched Tinky-Winky, Dipsy, Laa-Laa, and Po embark on 
their colorful, nonsensical adventures. To him, it was 
pure magic. To me, it was an annoying intrusion. I 
despised those colorful creatures. They monopolized the 
TV, preventing me from watching my preferred shows, and I 
couldn't fathom the appeal of their repetitive antics and 
nonsensical babble. 

In those moments, sitting beside my brother, I was filled 
with frustration and impatience. The vibrant, overly 
cheerful world of the Teletubbies seemed to clash with my 
need for more "grown-up" entertainment. I couldn’t wait 
for the show to end so I could reclaim the remote and 
restore sanity to our household viewing schedule. 

Fast forward to 2016. By then, I had grown older and 
moved away from home, forging my path in the world of 
tattoo artistry. One day, after spent a 48h bender in 
Berghain, I run back to my studio and I dropped the 
design of a yellow tubbies (page 11 first from left) and 
as I began sketching the design, a flood of memories 
washed over me. Those mornings spent with my brother came 
rushing back, and with them, a wave of unexpected 
nostalgia. 

I realized that those moments, annoying as they seemed at 
the time, were actually precious. They were a part of my 
childhood, a shared experience with my brother that, 
unbeknownst to me, had left a lasting imprint on my 
heart. As the memories unfolded, I began to understand 
the deep connection I had with the Teletubbies. It wasn't 
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about the show itself; it was about the time spent with 
my brother, the bond we shared and the simple joy of 
being together. 

Creating that first Teletubbies tattoo was a cathartic 
experience. It was like tapping into a deep well of 
nostalgia and hidden memories. Each line and color 
brought me closer to those mornings with my brother, 
transforming my initial disdain into a profound 
appreciation. The vibrant hues and whimsical characters 
took on a new meaning, representing not just a children’s 
show, but a cherished part of my past. 

Inking the Teletubbies onto someone’s skin felt oddly 
comforting and surreal. It was therapy with a splash of 
absurdity. As I worked, I realized that I was not just 
creating a piece of art; I was mending a part of my heart 
that had long been overlooked. The tattoos became a 
bridge connecting me to my brother, a way to keep those 
memories alive despite the distance between us. 

Over time, the Teletubbies designs evolved. Each one 
became a unique tribute to those childhood mornings. Some 
clients wanted them for their own reasons, while others 
were drawn to the sheer absurdity of the concept. 
Regardless of the reason, each tattoo carried a piece of 
my story, my journey from frustration to fondness, from 
separation to connection. 

In the process of creating these tattoos, I discovered 
that the Teletubbies had woven themselves into the fabric 
of my life in ways I hadn’t realized. They represented 
more than just a TV show—they symbolized the innocence of 
childhood, the bonds of family, and the bittersweet 
nature of growing up. They reminded me of my brother’s 
laughter, the warmth of our home, and the simple, 
unspoken love that existed between us. 

Through the art of tattooing, I was able to repair and 
cherish these memories. Each Teletubbies tattoo became a 
celebration of my brother, a tribute to our shared past. 
The act of tattooing these characters allowed me to 
reconnect with him in a deeply personal way, bridging the 
physical distance with a tangible reminder of our bond. 

The whimsical, surreal nature of the Teletubbies also 
added a layer of fun to the process. Their bright colors 
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and playful antics provided a stark contrast to the more 
serious, intricate designs I often worked on. It was a 
refreshing change, a chance to embrace the absurd and let 
my creativity run wild. This playful approach not only 
resonated with my clients but also brought a sense of joy 
and lightness to my work. 

As I continued to create Teletubbies tattoos, I found 
myself reflecting on the broader themes they represented. 
They reminded me of the importance of embracing our past, 
no matter how trivial or frustrating it may seem at the 
time. They taught me that even the most annoying 
experiences can hold profound meaning and that the bonds 
we form with our loved ones are the true treasures of our 
lives. 

In this way, the Teletubbies became more than just a 
tattoo design, they became a symbol of love and family. 
They taught me to appreciate the small, seemingly 
insignificant moments and to cherish the connections that 
shape our lives. 

Today, whenever I see the Teletubbies, I no longer feel 
annoyance. Instead, I’m filled with a warm sense of 
nostalgia and gratitude. They remind me of my brother, of 
our shared childhood, and of the love that persists 
despite the miles between us. Each tattoo I create is a 
testament to this journey, a story inked into the skin 
that speaks of connection, memory, and the enduring power 
of family. 

In conclusion, they represent the unexpected beauty of 
childhood memories and the transformative power of art.  

Through these tattoos, I have found a way to keep my 
brother close, to honor our shared experiences, and to 
transform the mundane into the magical.  

So, here’s to the Teletubbies, to family, and to the 
enduring power of ink to tell our stories. 
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