Mahalia Cooks

Chapter 2:- ’Me Too‘

lAs the Iast] of S-nine siblings, growing up was mostly fun. By the time | came, my parents were no longer
as strict, so | was able to get away with lmany of the things‘ my older siblings couldn’t.

My amazing and selfless Yoruba parentslopened dp-their home as a hub] for many. We had children of
close relatives living with us. Lunch was cooked in excess because guests would always show up at the
nick of time. Sometimes even travellers (known and unknown) would sleep over at our house. Not only
were all the four4 rooms usually occupied, but our living room was also freguenthy-turned into a
sleeping area many nights.

When | was much younger, | actualhy-didn’t really-know which of the bigger brothers were my biological
siblings. It was a large family. P—\nd for many years, | was always the youngest of the bunch./As much as &
my childhood was fun, | had some pain too. Sre-paint-had-wasthatbBecause | was always surrounded

by many who were much older than me, my opinions were usually not smart enough. | remember

feeling like whatever | thought or said wouldn’t make sense. | wanted to matter, but how de-could | get

to have a say when everyone around me was more intelligent? )

By the time | was a teenager, | could hardly wait to have my freedom;-—to be able to think for myself,
and- te-make my own decisions-ferme, to-and choose whatever | wanted without havingte
skbritsubmitting to so--called wiser counsel from everyone.

While | was trying to matter, many of the things that | was excited abeutor stressed about were not
concerning for people around me. Adults were busy [doing important stuffsi, or at least that’s what |
thought. | was the one that-who always wanted to playlgnd enjoy mvselﬁ-ané—wan%ed—p#ay—ﬁal—memem. |

Commented [MR1]: Changing this title to something like
“Finding My Purpose” can give readers a clearer view of
what this chapter is about.

Commented [MR2]: I changed all of the body text from
justified to flush left; justification is usually reserved for the
published book, not the manuscript.

Commented [MR3]: Might be worth briefly expanding on
what these things are—it would give more
context/personality to your siblings and family dynamic.

Commented [MR4]: I like how this information about
your parents is mentioned right away; it immediately sets the
stage for understanding your upbringing, which also helps us
know you.

Commented [MR5]: As you were the last one born, you
would always be the youngest. “For many years” implies
that this changed after a point—maybe briefly explain
why/how this changed, if so?

Commented [MR6]: “Much older” is mentioned earlier
(as well as the smart” terminology), so I changed wording to
vary the vocab. OK?

_—| Commented [MR7]: This makes me curious about what

important stuff they were preoccupied with—explain more?

wished someone would pay attention to me in my own way, but everyone was busy-trying to figure life
out.

‘I was an exceptional student in primary school (elementary) and was good enough in secondary (high
school). There was a time this-guya family friend came to live in my house;; | think | was in
the senior sSecondary class 2 (grade 9). His Bdad, who was a friend to my Bdad, are-+think-his-dad-was
a school principal out in a more rural neighbouring village. Though hﬂw
as refined, | noticed he was very smart. He became my big brother for the few months he stayed with I
us. He would study next to me at the dining table and show me how to solve tough maths-mathematics
questions. | gained more confidence in tackling higher level mathematies just by watching him.Fhat
helped-me:

——

However, fersemereasen-by the time | got to UM4university, things had-begunbegan to go dewn-south.
| was still very-smartand-intelligent but no longer exceptional academically. Prior to gaining the
admission into Fhe-the university, | started the processes involved with travelling to the US for

studies. -Ofeeurse-| had watched many American movies by this time and weuld-much preferred to
study abroad. Factualy-wanted-it-badly-butsBut somehow, -the process éid—ne%ﬁa“lﬂ through|. So, |
reluctantly accepted the-an offer to study bBotany at the-Obafemi Awolowo University in the same town
where | grew up.

///

T Commented [MR8]: “Play” and “playful moments™

essentially say the same thing, so I changed the wording.
OK?

Commented [MR9]: I recommend moving this sentence to
the beginning of the next paragraph, as it flows better/has
more relevance there.

Commented [MR10]: Can we get a name for this friend?
This would help reduce the amount of he/him pronouns that
refer to different people, therefore bringing clarity.

Commented [MR11]: Instead of saying “somehow,”
could you add specificity here? Introducing this information
makes me as the reader want to know why the studying
abroad plans didn’t work out.
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The plan was to do the first year as a botany student and ehange-everte-study pRPharmacy in my second
year. Why pPharmacy? you may ask. Well+den'tknow-Asidesthefactthat-eOne of my lacquired senior | Commented [MR12]: What exactly does “acquired” mean

brothers studied pharmacy, and | loved it each time he came home in his lab coat-and-that; he even here? Is he one of those family friends who you weren’t

gave me my vesyfirst Rubik’sx Cube;-.|But other than this childhood nostalgial, | don’t know any ethes related to?

specific reason-why-pharmaey—, AnywayHowever, my pharmacy plans never actuaty-ceame through.-In { Commented [MR13]: Does this description work for you? J
short, | failed my first year of bBotany and almost got sent out of school due to my poor academic

performance.

Meanwh{tle,—}bﬁefore | was offered the admission‘to study Bbotany, a family friend, who was also a | Commented [MR14]: I recommend moving this whole
teacher in the Aaccounting department, offered me the option of studying aAccountingbut. T-the section earlier to keep things chronologically sound; it could

go after the sentence “I reluctantly accepted...” which would
then become a separate paragraph from the university
paragraph.

sScience student’s arrogance in me made me turn down the offer without even considering it.

And; after failing| failed at Seiencescience, the same family friend {Accounting Preflwastheone-whe
came to my rescue. | got another chance to start again in the Management-management and

Aeeeunting-accounting department | had previeushysturned down about a year prior.

Well, I wish | can tell you that | was exceptional in Aeeeunting-accounting, |but nah]! Not quite. | struggled —

through my time in the aAccounting programme. | even failed an essential course that was a {pre-

requisite to many othersjthat, which kept me in school for another extra-year. Ary-whe;-| eventually

passed and finished with a just-ek-OK result. All along, | knew there was more to my life thant a career in

aAccounting. | believed | had more to offer and began the search to find meaning in life. ‘I tried_running

different businesses,la_nd I noticed | enjoyed deing-businessesentrepreneurship. IThank God for the //{ Commented [MR16]: Can you confirm? Were you

support of my family and friends; | started various businesses|before | got married, invested a lot of | initially running businesses or working for them?
N

the rest of the text and can be a bit jarring for readers.
Rephrase or delete?

Commented [MR15]: This has a more casual tone than

money, and made serme-money in turn, but still | knew there was more. Commented [MR17]: Is this what you mean? If so, how

did they support you?

I remember having visions of how | would be helping people around the world. | remember telling my
dBad once that | would one day be on CNN-ere-day. | think that was my own way of saying that my work
wihwould become se-important and thatitweuld-cut across cultures and boarders. And | remember
how | used to connect] wellwith the Bible’s story of Joseph--the-bible—F—the great-grandson of __—| Commented [MR19]: I like this comparison you make
Abraham, who knew he was made for a bigger purpose but instead had-series-ef-experiencesd events between yourself and a well-known Bible figure; it shows
that were completely opposite to what he saw in his dreams. i i et @ e i S o Wi e G

Commented [MR18]: The mention of your marriage
comes off as an afterthought here—delete?

« __J

Fast forward a few years later, | moved to Canada to join the man‘that loves me more than any other, | Commented [MR20]: Was this after or before marriage?
my sweetheart; Ade. Your relationship helps give a stronger idea of your life
outside of your family and schooling but isn’t given much
detail—consider expanding?

BeautifulCanada was a beautiful country.—— Living theret was like a dream come true but semehow
harder than | thought it would be. | needed to learn the new culture,+reeded-te and make ends meet;
2. A new baby was soon on the way, everything seemed to be moving faster thant | wished, and still |
havent-hadn’t nailed what on earth was-l was made for.

| considered continuing my accounting earriercareer,~+and | took some classes at Concordia University,
but that didn’t help either. | tried to find Aaccounting Jjobs and later took sese-other related jobs. |
especiatyikedloved my jeb-work as a Ffinancial advisor—-was, helping people structure their finances. ¢
levedwhathwas-deing-bBut somehow, | still felt there was more.- | wanted to affect the lives of many
people with lmy unique gifts].

Commented [MR21]: Consider giving a hint of what your
unique gifts are. At this point in the story, it isn’t clear to me
what they are.

was actually gone-fer+eal. | couldn’t believe that life was-could be so short and flimsy. This was a big I Lo Ty e LRCL (L ST

Then Suddenly-in 2011, | lost lmy big brother. | was extremely in-shoekshocked and didn’t believe hHe | Commented [MR22]: Naming this brother and giving
with him and your loss more deeply.
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wake--up call for me. Life-is-se-shoert-and-so-flimsy-I began to ask myself the tough questions of livelife. If

this was the end for me, would | be glad to go to my grave and ge-settle accounts in heaven-?|Would |

say that | have used every gift]l was given to make the world a better place? This was a tough time-for | Commented [MR23]: Great contemplative paragraph that
#e. | was grieving the loss of my brother and trying to wrap my mind around it ard-waswhile also also represents a huge turning point for your life

struggling with answering_ questions about my major life’s purpose-guestiens.

Thankfully, my hubby decided that | should travel led-to Nigeria lwith my two2 boys] to visit my parents | Commented [MR24]: A clearer timeline throughout (such
after the loss. {-was-dDuring that trip-te-Nigeria-that, | realiszed | had been living for the-other people as you mentioning your brother’s death in 2011) would help

and not for ferwhat | was designed for. That was when lmy childhood dreams] started coming back to RS (kgD (L D S Wi ey, e i by
is mentioned earlier, but we don’t know when the second

life. child was born.

Commented [MR25]: We don’t know the specifics of
your childhood dreams at this point; mentioning them earlier

I quit my job one month after returning hese-to Canada.; My boss had arethera better plan_and -got

me a job with about a 70%- percent increase in pay, better benefit plans and all. How could | say no when you speak of your childhood can create a more

to such an offer? It was hard, but somehow God opened my eyes to a glimpse of what was ahead._; | was cohesive narrative.

able to do a comparison of what | saw in my dreams to a life of semewhat-slavery again-to another Commented [MR26]: CMOS usually avoids setting J
employer that wasn’t going in the direction | felt | was made to go.; | couldn’t help but turn down the words/phrases in full caps—can read like shouting/anger.
offer.

| embraced God fully. Today, | look back and give thanks to God. Now my family and | just hop ard-on

the-a plane and go wherever we believe God needs us. It’s such a blessing to be influential in other

people’s journeys to fulfilments. -And finances is-are no longer an issue |because not only are we helping

people\ around the world to know the love of Christ-ferthemareund-the-world, but we are also solvinge
real problems that people have and are desperately looking for real solutions to.

Commented [MR27]: This is an inspiring passage. Giving
more detail on the specific type of work you’re doing for
others could help readers feel more moved by it.

Back then | was looking for permission;; | was looking for approval. Whoever was in front of me was in
charge. No -one knew how weak | was on the inside because | am alse-a-verya reserved person and
seemed to carry myself in a confident manner-that. This made-makes people assume | knew what | was
doing, but deep down it wasn’t true. | was seen as highly influential, but | was always scared that people
wikwould soon find out | arr-wasn’tret as strong as they thought | was.

| cared so much about]the impression people got of me. | really wanted to be respected, and this was —
the foundation of most of my decisions. For some reason, | thought | wasn’t good enough and needed to
do more to get others to like me.

genuine moment that I think a lot of readers will find
relatable!

Commented [MR28]: This is a really introspective,

| shared my story here because this is the foundation for this book. For many years-what | was looking
forward to a day when | would suddenly have the sceptre;; | was looking for someone to come and
appoint me to become whosa | was born to be. | was waiting for the permission to exist as MEme. You
will see throughout this book how I continued to search for this permission.

You may find that you relate personally to some portion of my story, and that’s ekOK. Just read along.

Have you always known you were made for more? Maybe- ¥you know you were not designed to have a
traditional job and may-be-yeu-would rather set your own schedule,-. Yyou would prefer to find a group
of people whom you can serve with your God--given gifts. If you don’t realiy-love thelife ien the
supposed rat race, then keep reading.
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You are not alone, and you are at the right place; at the right time. This book will help you find clarity in
the-area-offor why you are here on eearth. Many people_-like you know guite-alright-that they were
created to make a difference but for some reason are-net-been-ablehave not been able to nail it.

Quick question for you before you continue reading: What if you found out tomorrow morning that you
only have three 3-more years to live-?w What would you do differently? Would you be ready to create
the space and time necessary to embrace the real reason why you were ereatedput here?

Pause for a few minutes and think about that.-Weuld-yeu?

Until you are ready to focus, you are-retgeingte-be-abletewon’t become all you were made to be—Yeu
waont or be able to earn a good living doing what you really love;-b. But don’t worry-—beeause-in this

book, I'-=m going to teach you how to get there as quickly as possible. [t usually takes my clients just 60
days!

The solution is not to please everyone or te-try to solve everyone’s problems. T,the answer is to
discover who God made you to be and why. The answer is to boldly embrace whem-how He made you;
in order to become ¥SUyou and-te take on your permission in Christ. Trust me, theyeur permission to

be you is granted! Fhe-permission-to-beyouisgranted:
And your world is desperately missing that REALreal you.

“Here’s another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colours in the world. God is
not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If | make you light-
bearers, you don’t think I’'m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’'m putting you on a light stand.
Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with
your lives. By opening up te-to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with-with God, this generous
Father in heaven.” dMattlhew 45:-14—16 The Message))- l

_—"| Commented [MR29]: This line feels commercial/salesy
compared to the tone of the rest of this text. Rephrase?

_—| Commented [MR30]: Spelled out this version of the Bible
for clarity for readers and adherence with CMOS.

Commented [MR31]: Made a change to the book
numbers; this should be Matthew 5 and not Matthew 4.




