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News Channel 8 photos by PAUL LAMISON

Diane Young, left, and Abby Stone attach Winter’s prosthetic tail at the Clearwater Ma-
rine Aquarium. The disabled dolphin took to the new fin like ... well, a dolphin to water.
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A TAIL OF 2 SPECIES

It's not just a fluke:
The principles
behind this dolphin’s
prosthetic fin may be
used to help human
amputees as well.

By CARLOS MONCADA
The Tampa Tribune

CLEARWATER — A new chapter
opened Thursday in the tale of a
dolphin who lacks one.

For the first time since she was
a baby, 2-year-old Winter swam
almost normally, with the help of
a prosthetic rear fin.

After trainers at Clearwater
Marine Aquarium slipped the
device onto her, Winter swam
around with an up-and-down
motion.

She even did a somersault
under water, apparently trying to
get a better look at the strange
attachment.

“She'll bend and look at it,”
head trainer Abby Stone said.
“She wants to
check it out.”
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“What's happening here at
Clearwater Marine Aquarium is
benefiting Iraqi war veterans and
young kids getting prosthetics,”
Yates said. “It's really exciting.”
The device is designed to wean

See HAPPY ENDING, Page 10 >
Winter wasn't expected to live.
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