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« From Page 1 Perhaps the most dramatic the ]?ayWalk project. The complex Source: The Sembier Co.
change taking place is a boom in is being built atop two once-empty
to 2% hours in a movie, you'll go residential construction ranging lots that were to have been the Bay merchants about BayWalk siphon-
to lunch or dinner for an hour or from apartments to high-rise, high-  Plaza project. ing away customers. he
an hour and a half, and you may priced condominiums. The resi- “It's very similar to Bay Plaza,” . says the project’s novelty will
shop for half an hour dences are being snapped upbY  picher said of BayWalk. “I think A worker finishes last-minute details at BayWalk, a $40 million, dominate the attention of down-

But if you're looking for Ybor professionals, single people and the difference is that Bay Plaza was 150,000-square-foot complex. town consumers, at least in the be-
City-style nightclubs or some- cmply-nesters who cither wOrk 4 developer trying to do many ginning.
where to just hang out, this is not PSRRI 08 WH, W 59 T 19 things. And in hindsight, it's not al- " But Sloan also believes there
the place. BayWalk is designed to  muscums and other attractions w,yi good Smmgsyuf stores that malls use to lure cus- sound m an expanded snack o pe'so many people coming to
create a “family entertainment”en-  “What the vision of downtownis . o ic otaving o key rolein ’“m"" but by a 0screen Muvico ml i ﬁ:‘"’ 'h"':f‘_ BayWalk — more than 3 million by
vu;onmenL : ; £ and it's rapidly coming to frui- the development. It's building a e ngl e m“l‘els IDIEX." AT, fro il a IS s mgﬂlllhmewt the Sembler Co.’s estimates —

T'm not saying we want to dis- tion — is to have a downtown $12.9 million public parking garage  yer. millio " will from $3.75 to §7 1 merchants and attrac-
courage kids, but | éil:m't need 100 wht;n*‘pleoph: live m;v;i mc-y[;;‘laydaf that will be linked to BayWalk by a R mm wh' olelm 4 g e tions e:‘mmnlly will catch their
kids hjnglng out,” Sher says. ter 5 o'cl x:ck, says Mayor David treelined pedestrian walkway, The Mmm are a new breed of Sl g 'mﬂ* shontaneity shlt!. them.

BayWalk is part of a flurry of de-  Fischer. “And I think BayWalk is 1,400-space garage, which will in- movie theater with 14 or more o goinghmmm the movies.” said “I do think you'll see a spillover
velopment aetivity that s steadily ggmg to be the activity anchorof 4 56,000-square-feet of retail screens. Because of their ability to Randi Emmerman, spokeswoman effect that I think ultimately will
transforming downtown St. Peters.  this vision. and office space on the first floor,  draw a broad range of consumers, o gory 1y derdale-based Muvico,  benefit o
burg into more than a %-to-5 place Downtown's resurgence is a is expected to be completed before they hpve become desyxbk asan g, times, parents with young “But short term, I think there will
to work. sharp contrast to the stagnation the plaza’s Nov. 17 opening. mﬂ in urban entertainment cen-  yaa- a0 h.w the opportunity ~ be some changes.”

“What BayWalk is going todois  and failed development schemes 1o go to the movies anymore.”
make downtown a destination that plagued the city’s urban core bv%;z‘:ﬁ;“‘;fm :':fhnmd ::: BayWalk Muvico 20 will feature 5",,,.,, tha chasler T -3 ummm

point every night of the year,” pre-  until the mid-1990s. In fact, rem- 4 % 2oty 4,200 stadium-style, merce president, says he’s heard at com or (727)
dicts Russ Sloan, president of the  nants of the failed Bay Plaza Co. seats with cup holders, upgraded  concerns from some downtown 8233412,
St. Petersburg Area Chamber of plan to turn downtown into a shop- 1
Commerce. ping mecca figure prominently in I t m e
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