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Dale Overholt from Morristown, Tenn., and friends sit outside his $226,000 motor home at Fort DeSoto Park.

RVs uproot old-fashioned campers

TIERRA VERDE — Americans

spent $12.3 billion on RVs in
1997; the vehicles tend to be
most popular among retirees.

By CARLOS MONCADA
of The Tampa Tribune
When Pat and Cathi Blaney
g0 camping, they don’t travel in
a recreational vehicle with televi-
sion, a microwave and comfort-
:hlehed.s Instead, they sleep in

atent.
But the Safety Harbor couple

were dedicated mulm—hume;:,

one of life's conveniences to the
great outdoors in a home-on-

“When we were here
Thanksgiving Day, there was a
guy out here with a nl.ci]ne
dish,” Cathi Blaney said. “Now,
whywouki come . Imm.
nbvn-blawxluhfmthlll

. But what's the point?”

“lﬂweredymgtuumdi
football on Thanksgiving, I'd be
huneuratapub Pat Blaney
chimed in. “ wouldn't be out

here.

Buubekmdcsfampmgnm
people do here has little to do
with camping as the Blaneys un-
derstand it. Most aren't trying to

““get away from it all” when they
leave home. In fact, they try to
take as much of it with them as

Take Dale Overholt, a real
estate agent from Morristown,
‘Tenn. }hzndhnvnfe,Betty,
pulled up to the
weelﬂagumnSZZGOOOwIIma
plhcewlﬂlimﬂmrud “16
Tons of Fun.”

holt, 73, uﬁmﬁuh\lﬂt ‘lll
:uummmdltsmdniml
we call ‘roughing it.' Yeah, I still
call it camping.”

He's not alone.

Industry figures show there
are more than 9 million RVs on
the road; 25 million Americans
call themselves RV enthusiasts.
Last year, Americans spent a re-
mﬂ!lEihﬂ»mmRVaTh

vehicles tend to be most popular

bed of a pickup truck or driving
self-contained motor homes
south to Florida. And Fort De-
Soto Park is a popular place to
park an RV or, to a lesser ex-
1mt,p||cl|lmeul

The 900-acre park, with a
beach ranked among the nation’s
|oplO||mdeupofﬁvemlands
at the southern tip of the state’s
most densely developed county.
It’s the only county park that al-
lows overnight camping.

The peak camping season be-
gins after Christmas and runs
through Easter, at which point
the snowbirds leave and are re-
placed by local residents.

This is the ideal time to visit
the campground — before the
return of the oppressive summer
heat and humidity. When cool
winter breezes make mosquitoes

See CAMPER, Page 14 »

Ranger Trevor Spink, above, points out a feature of the park

for camper David Hill of Orlando. Left, Dot Dreher puts

scrambled eggs on husband Bob Dreher’s plate on their

pmnylmmhduﬂh,l(y Below, a customer entering the
office gets i

from signs
near the doors.
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