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Liz Taylor leads Pam Wharton of lowa from the beach to the Sandcastle
flanked by high-rise

Tribu e photos by CHRIS URSO

Taylor's mom built the Sandcastle, now

Sandcastle Apartments in ira Beach.
condos, in the 1960s. It's sort of heartbreaking,” r.,lun,;ere.mm-mmm-mwoumnum

hen Liz

offers for her Sandcastle
Apartments, developers built
10-story condominiums on
each side and about 40 feet
closer to the Gulf of Mexico,
dwarfing her two-story Ma-
deira Beach triplex.

“Thay calied her a holdout," recalied
Taylor, 47, of Tampa. “And because the
name of the apartments were the
Sandcastle, they called her queen and
her castle, standing in the way of prog
ress.”

She held out until the end. Geraldine
Taylor died in April at age 86, fulfilling
her wish to live out her ife at the place
she designed, built and managed since
1964, *1 just don't know where famifies
are going to stay when they come to
the beach; it's all condos now,” Liz
Taylor said her mother would often
say

en Hamilton, 51,
arew up working
on Clearwater
Beach after his
father bought the

Palm Pavilion Hotel in the

1960s.

“I've been sefling Coca-
Cola to girls in bikinis since
/| 1566," he said. Then, he
recalled, visitors were repeat
customers staying in mor-
and-pop motels.

That has changed. "The economy is
shifting today to condos and cando:
hotels,"” he said, “It's not about being in
faver or heml, it's about the
Inevitable

Small shops and motels used to define Pinellas County beaches. “Now they l starting to
look the same.” says Pat Elias, co-owner of The Florida Shell Shop in Treasure Island

visitors coming to
the area for de-

cades”

Anne Garris, left, talks to residents Rosemarie and Douglas Bonnington, as Patricia and Dick Stebelton enjoy the sunset at Clearwater Beach
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beach towns and cities from St. Pete

Developers are gobbling up prime

Iocatians along the coastline with an

ctite not seen since the condo
booms of the 1970s and 1980s.

Their main targets: aging or run-
down beachiront motels and apart-
ments whose land has became too
valuable to support $100-a-night
rooms. Replacing them are taller,
high-priced condos and condo-hotels
with fancy names and deep-pocketed
clientele.

“These condos are a million and

said Laura Labadie, another

ich people will be able
to come to the beach again.”
City and town officials generally

enriching tax bases. Small-business
operators fear the lang-term viability
of the county’s tourist-based econa-
my and mourn the loss of the lttle.
idiosyneratic inns just steps from the
sur.

1t's sort of heartbreaking,” said Liz
Taylor, whose mother, Geraldine,
built and ran the Sandcastle Apart
ments on Madeira Beach from 1964
until her death last month at age 86,

“It's like watching your old neigh-
borhood go,” said Taylor, of Tampa.
“I had my first birthday here on the
Deach.”

The family is putting the property
up for sale, hoping that a buyer will
continue

The fading places Jo such long-
gone institutions as T
Indian Shores, the Aqu.’l i
the London Wax Museum on St. Pete
Beach, attractions that targeted Cen
tral Florida day-trippers and vaca
tioning Midwesterners.

Many of the deep-sea fishing
cessions that dotted Gulf R(Jllh"nl"l
from Pass-a-Grille to Clearwater
Beach, with a stronghold in Madeira
Beach, have disappeared

Gulf Golf, a 'S0s-era putter-goll
course on Treasure Island; Johns Pass
Marina, a landmark on the south
shore of the nautical channel of the
same name; and Parsley's mobile
park on Redington Shores recently
have been demolished to make way
for upscale residences.

Soaring property (wxes most often

e cited as the reason motel owners
are selling out. High insurance costs,
changing consumer tastes and

t know how ather people
can afford to do it now. It just doesn't
make sense financially,” said Rose-

Petit, who for nearly 25 years

n the Seahorse Cottiges & Apart-

ents, a mainstay on Treasure Island
since 1936,

Petit and her husband, Tom,
bol ssembly of white cottag-
e \..m aqua trim in 1980, The couple
bed m ran the business for 30
years.

Many of the visitors they inherited
had been coming to the Seahorse for
decades, attracted by the person
alized attention they received and
having the beach at their front doars
for cookouis and family gy
ers

Petit sold the business to a devel
oper for million in 2004, shortly
after the death of her husband, a
retired principal at St Petersburg
High School who handled much of
the maintenance.

- op business
without the pop,” Petit said. “My
husband was never going to sel it. |
just couldn't hold on emationally
anymore.”

Wilkerson, the Indian Rocks Beach
innkeeper, also i flitting with extinc-

She said she paid a whopping
$70,000 in 2005 property taxes an her
beachside rentals, Guifside Resorts
and Saralv's Seaside villas, named

See SEASIDE CONVERSION, Page 13 I~
Developers say tourists want mor

Copyright © 2026 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



