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Puerto Rican superstar Bad Bunny’s latest album, DeBi TiRAR Mas FOToS,
is more than a collection of songs. It is a cultural statement that blends nostalgia,
identity and political commentary while still delivering the rhythm and energy
fans expect. Released as Puerto Rico continues to face economic challenges,
gentrification and ongoing debates over identity, the album explores a larger

question: What does it mean to preserve culture in a changing world?

More than just a chart-topping release, DeBi TiRAR MaS FOToS uses
music to explore the cultural and political realities shaping Puerto Rico today.
Through themes of nostalgia, identity and displacement, the album connects
personal storytelling with broader issues such as gentrification and economic
inequality, highlighting the growing tension between global attention on the

island and the lived experiences of its residents.


https://open.spotify.com/album/5K79FLRUCSysQnVESLcTdb

Bad Bunny, born Benito Antonio Martinez Ocasio, uses the project to
reflect on his connection to Puerto Rico, weaving personal memories with
broader social issues affecting the island. The album’s title, translated as “I
should have taken more pictures,” underscores themes of memory, time and
appreciation of the present. Throughout the album, he highlights the tension
between Puerto Rico’s global cultural influence and the reality many residents
face. Songs such as TURISTA and BOKeTE use storytelling and metaphor to
address tourism, gentrification and infrastructure challenges. These tracks
suggest that while outsiders often romanticize the island, many locals are dealing

with economic inequality and displacement.

The album also takes a more direct political tone. In “Lo Que le Paso a
Hawaii” translated to “To What Happened to Hawaii”, Bad Bunny draws

parallels between Puerto Rico and Hawaii, warning about the risks of cultural



erasure, overdevelopment, as well with the gentrification that the island
underwent. His message is clear: without protection, Puerto Rico risks losing its
identity. The island has overcome many cases where they have struggled with
tourism and political issues as Ashleyn Matute, an international student
originally from Puerto Rico said “The island has not been the same with the huge

amount of tourism. Prices have been higher than ever,” Matute said, expressing

concern about the island.

Beyond the music, Bad Bunny has used his platform to speak on broader
Latin American and social issues. After winning album of the year, he delivered a
speech emphasizing dignity and unity, saying immigrants should be recognized
as human beings and not dehumanized. He reinforced similar themes during his
performance at Super Bowl, where he centered the show on nostalgia, culture and

love, extending the album’s message beyond the recording itself.



Full Bad Bunny Grammy Speech

The truth is the album has been widely successful and resonates with many
listeners. As Hispanic Studies major Edwin Rueda explained “I did an analysis
on this album. To me, it sounds good and carries significant cultural
importance, especially in relation to its effects on tourism on the island,” Rueda

said.

His perspective highlights how the album goes beyond just music; it
reflects broader social and cultural dynamics. The album not only delivers
engaging and well-produced songs, but also sparks conversations about identity,
culture, and the real-life impact of art on communities, making it both

meaningful and influential.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhvdOTvdpjs

At the same time, DeBi TiRAR MaS FOToS celebrates Puerto Rican
culture. The project incorporates traditional sounds alongside modern urbano
and Caribbean influences, creating a layered musical experience. Collaborations
with other artists like Omar Courtz, an incoming Puerto Rican Reggaeton Artist,
or Chuwi. Bad Bunny reinforced his main message of his love for his island,
keeping collaborations local. Bad Bunny as well references to older musical styles

reinforce a sense of cultural pride and continuity.

The album’s accompanying visuals and short film deepen its message. By
imagining a future where Puerto Rican culture is fading, Bad Bunny emphasizes
the urgency of preserving traditions and history. References to the early
repression of reggaeton also highlight how the genre survived and evolved despite
attempts to silence it. While doing it Bad Bunny does this by using a lot of his
visuals in his videos to deprecate it and the island's culture. The album's cover is
also one of Bad Bunny's biggest visuals demonstrating the connection of

representing culture, nostalgia, and the island's struggles.



Despite its heavier themes, DeBi TiIRAR MaS FOToS remains accessible to
a broad audience. Its blend of emotional lyricism and danceable production
allows it to resonate with listeners beyond Spanish-speaking communities,
demonstrating Bad Bunny’s ability to balance message with mainstream appeal.
This accessibility has contributed to both the album’s widespread popularity and
the debate surrounding its subject matter, as it brings complex social issues into

spaces typically reserved for entertainment.

At the same time, Bad Bunny maintains the sound and energy that have
defined his career, ensuring the project remains engaging while still carrying

deeper meaning. The contrast between upbeat rhythms and serious themes



reinforces the album’s central tension celebrating culture while confronting the

challenges it faces.

Ultimately, the project stands out because it goes beyond entertainment. It
informs, challenges and invites listeners into a broader conversation about
culture, identity and belonging. By merging music with social commentary, DeBi
TiRAR MaS FOToS functions not only as an album but as a reflection of Puerto
Rico’s past, present and future, solidifying Bad Bunny’s role as both an artist and

a cultural voice.

Overall rating 10/10

Recomandation;

As an album that's fully in Spanish it's very enjoyable, and touches on very
good topics. It is full of culture, and upbeat and relatable songs throughout
making it a huge hit and recommended even to non- Spanish speakers. I
recommend listening to the album with an open mind, and paying attention to

the lyrics, as the album focuses not just on the beats but also lyricism.



	Bad Bunny’s ‘DeBí TiRAR MáS FOToS’ Blends Nostalgia, Culture and Protest Into a Defining Album 
	  April 3, 2026 
	 By Abigail Marin 


