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WSL ROUND-

BUNNY'S GOALS
OLE CITY JUMP
T0 TOP OF TABLE'

Blues start 2026 in pole position after Chelsea'’s shock defeat i

BY ELEANOR NOBBS

mirror.co.uk sanuary 2026 eoimion VWOMEN'S FOOTBALL NEWS

YUI MOK/PA WIRE

- unny Shaw after netting
anchester City’s second in
®the win over Leicester City
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JUST as many of us are
beginning to emerge from
a Christmas-induced
hibernation, the Barclays
WSL is getting ready to
return from the festive
break.

December saw more turkey
than football, but that was not
before two action-packed
weeks of fixtures.

Chelsea lost for the first
time in 585 days, Manchester
City enjoyed their best-ever
start to a top-flight season,
and there was one major
change in the standings as
Arsenal overtook Manchester
United to take charge of the
final Champions League spot.

Topping the table at

two dominant victories to
extend their 10-game winning
streak.

Bunny Shaw has been in
fine form for the Citizens,
scoring six and becoming the
first women’s player to score
100 goals for the club in the
professional era.

Two of these came in City’s
3-0 win against Leicester at
the King Power Stadium.

It was a game of two halves
for Andrée Jeglertz's side, who
enjoyed the bulk of possession
and 14 shots in the first half,
but failed to convert that
dominance into goals.

Shaw proved the difference
after the break with her
double, and an injury-time
strike for Kerolin sealed the

at the Joie Stadium, with Shaw
netting four of them. The
match also saw a first appear-
ance for captain Alex Green-
wood since a knee injury in
October.

So City headed into
Christmas with a six-point
cushion on second-placed
Chelsea, who suffered their
first league loss since May
2024 in a 1-0 defeat to Everton.

Honoka Hayashi's
12th-minute goal made it far
from a festive celebration for
the Londoners, who struggled
against an Everton side
fighting for safety in 10th
place.

Sonia Bompastor’s team
bounced back with a 3-0
shutout of Brighton & Hove

Arsenal enjoyed the
best fortunes of the
December period as they
leapfrogged Manchester
United to reclaim the
coveted final Champions
League position.

Super-sub Stina Black-
stenius hit a last-minute
winner to give the Gunners
a hard-fought 2-1 win over
Liverpool at the Emirates
Stadium.

After converting just two
of 19 shots, Renee Slegers’
side were lucky to escape
with three points against the
bottom-placed team.

The following week’s 3-1
win at Everton was much
more clinical, with goals

from Katie McCabe, Alessia ; . .
the Lionesses Euro 2025 win
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