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Mateus Mané

Current club Wolves

Nationality England

Best position Attacking Midfielder

Date of birth (age) 16/09/2007 (18)

Height 175cm

Foot R

Current level Rotation in bottom half of PL
Potential level Starter for 12th-15th in PL
Technical

Technically, Mané showed a very high level of comfort and confidence in tight
spaces. There were a handful of moments where he received under heavy
pressure from two or three United players and still managed to escape using
his quick feet, body feints, and sharp changes of direction, to the point where
what initially looked like fortfune began to feel repeatable. His close control was
good, with small, controlled touches and he frequently scanned his
surroundings before driving into space, allowing him to protect the ball despite
his size and pressure around him. He combined well in short sequences with
other midfielders, and showed the quality To be able to clip a pass over the
backline and info space once he had attracted pressure. His biggest flaw from
this game was his bias towards his right-foot and while his quick body
movement helped him disguise his intfentions at tfimes, it did make him slightly
predictable at times as defenders started to really force him on his left. He
made a couple of passes lacked weight and could have led to turnovers on
another day, but overall his tfechnical security under pressure was a major
positive in a game where Wolves were written off well before the game even
Kicked off.
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Tactical

From a tactical standpoint, Mané operated intelligently within the game state,
spending much of his tfime in the half-spaces and this allowed him to receive
between the lines, draw fouls, and provide Wolves with rare moments of
control higher up the pitch. He clearly understood when to drop in to help
progression and when to stay higher to stretch United’s structure, even when
Wolves struggled fo find him. Out of possession, he showed good awareness,
fracking runners and contributing defensively despite being an afttacking
player in a side under serious pressure. Given Wolves’ situation and lack of
attacking support around him, his ability to take responsibility and make
himself available in difficult areas stood out. Tactically, he didnt look lost or
overwhelmed by the occasion he looked comfortable operating within a
compact, reactive setup, I would love to see him play for a team that
dominates possession as I believe that would suit him best.

Mental

Menftally, this was arguably Mané’s strongest area from this game. In a game
surrounded by negativity with Wolves bottom of the table, away from home,
heavy pressure from the media, and almost zero expectations — he played
with a noticeable freedom and fearlessness. He didn’t shy away from
receiving the ball in big moments, consistently took responsibility, and
approached the game with a “nothing to lose” mentality. His work rate out of
possession was excellent, fracking back, pressing, and celebrating defensive
actions with genuine emotion, including a key moment late in the game where
he recovered to nick the ball off Casemiro and win a foul, reacting as if he
had scored. That atffitude, combined with the fact he has now started
back-to-back away games against two of the biggest teams in England and
previously got himself an assist off the bench against league leaders Arsenal,
speaks volumes, this is a player who is embracing responsibility rather than
being weighed down by his unforfunate circumstances. His mentality was
competitive and reflected someone who is ready for consistent first feam
football.
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Physical

Physically, Mané does not stand out in a traditional sense. He is pretty quick
and very agile, with sharp acceleration and rapid changes of direction, but his
smaller frame and limited upper-body strength mean that he was knocked off
the ball affer contact is made. He was not able to contribute aerially and
struggled in that aspect when involved, which aligns with his physical profile.
However, his agility and balance allowed him to evade physical battles rather
than engage in them, and his ability to ride challenges long enough to draw
fouls was a really important outlet for Wolves. He also showed that he is not
afraid to compete, putting in a few tackles that suggested he can handle the

physical demands of senior football even if it is not where his advantage lies.

Conclusion

This performance felt really significant in his development as a young player
because of how Mané handled the context around him. Being apart of a
Wolves side offering almost no control, minimal attacking support, and
operating under heavy external pressure from the fans/media, he consistently
dropped into pockets of space for the ball, competed in difficult zones, and
took responsibility in moments where many young players would look to hide.
His technical ability under pressure gave Wolves rare moments of relief, his
tactical awareness allowed him to find and occupy useful half-space positions,
and his physical limitations didn’t prevent him from influencing the game
through agility, balance, and smart use of contact to draw fouls. What truly
separated the performance, though, was his mentality: relentless work rate,
visible belief, and an attitude that suggested he was playing to compete
rather than survive. Considering this came as part of a run that included away
games at Liverpool and Manchester United, plus an assist off the bench
against Arsenal. Matheus isn’t just another young player “doing his job” this is
someone who is actively embracing his responsibility at Premier League level,

even though his surroundings offer very little margin for success.
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