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Ousmane Diomande

Current club Sporting Lisbon &
Nationality Ivory Coast 1l
Best position Center Back
Date of birth (age) 04/12/2003 (22)
Height 190cm
Foot R
Technical: Technical Profile

Diomande has a very strong
technical base for a centre-back,
and he 1s very comfortable in
possession. He is a confident
and accomplished passer with a
wide range, capable of breaking
lines from deep through firm
vertical passes, clipped balls
over the back line, and
well-weighted deliveries into the
channels. His ability on the ball
1s not limited to one foot; he
looks comfortable distributing
with both, which allows him to
adapt his passing angles and
play out under pressure without
becoming predictable. This
technical quality gives Sporting
flexibility in build-up and allows
Diomande to contribute actively
to progression rather than simply
circulating possession.
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Tactical:

Tactically, Diomande shows a strong understanding of defensive structure
and spacing within Sporting’s system. He manages his distances to
teammates well, maintaining compactness while still being ready to step
out aggressively when triggers appear. He is particularly effective at
recognising when to engage early versus when to hold his position and
protect space behind, which allows the defensive line to remain organised
even when stepping high. His awareness of opposing attackers’ body
orientation plays a key role in his positioning, as he consistently positions
himself to deny turns and force play into predictable areas. In possession,
his tactical awareness is evident in how he chooses his moments to
progress the ball as he doesn’t force forward passes for the sake of it, but
he recognises when the structure in front of him opens up. This balance
between discipline with the ball and initiative makes him tactically reliable
within a possession-dominant side that often defends high and asks
centre-backs to cover large distances.

TACTICAL PROFILE: VERSATILE AND ADAPTABLE

BACK 3: COMMANDING BACK 4: AGGRESSIVE

OVERALL HIGHLIGHTS
Proactive ¢ Understanding ¢ Decision Making

Central Leader
(Holds the line)

Direct & Assertive
Defending

Wide CB
(Covers channels)
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Mental:

Mentally, Diomande plays with intensity, confidence, and a
confrontational edge. He brings real personality to his defending,
actively imposing himself physically on opponents and making his
presence felt throughout the match through constant contact. He
appears comfortable taking responsibility in defensive moments,
engaging directly rather than deferring to teammates. This
competitive mentality fuels his aggression and willingness to
dominate duels, but it also brings moments where his emotions can
run high. He can lose composure at times, reacting strongly to
physical battles or refereeing decisions, which reflects a young
defender still learning to manage his temperament. That edge,
however, is also part of what makes him effective and difficult to
play against, and with experience, it can be channelled into greater
control without losing intensity.

MENTALITY: MISCELLANEOUS STATS

Stats and Percentile Rank vs Top 5 League Centre-Backs
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Physical:

Physically, Diomande is an elite-level

athlete for a centre-back. He combines his

powerful upper body with speed and U
explosiveness, allowing him to both ..
dominate contact situations and recover
ground quickly when defending
transitions. His acceleration over short
distances stands out, particularly when
stepping out to engage or closing space on

attackers receiving between the lines. In o
aerial situations, he is consistently L
dominant, using his strength, leap, and —
timing to win first contact and clear
danger. His physical superiority is evident
across different phases of play, whether

defending deep, contesting second balls,
or holding a high line and dealing with
balls in behind. This physical profile gives
him the tools to thrive in demanding
defensive systems and against varied

attacking styles.
PHYSICAL & DEFENSIVE OUTPUT

Per 90 Stats | Percentile Context

ATTACKING THIRD

TACKLES: 0.0 p90 (15%)
TOUCHES: 2.38 p90 (41%)

TACKLES: 0.81 p90 (41%)

TOUCHES: 31.81 p90 (53%)
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Conclusion

Ousmane Diomande profiles as a modern day centre-back
with a rare blend of physical dominance, technical quality,
and tactical awareness. He 1s capable of impacting games
both with and without the ball, offering Sporting a defender
who can control space, impose himself physically, and
contribute meaningfully in the build-up. His intensity and
personality are central to his game, and while his
temperament 1s still developing, it reflects a player who
competes with conviction and confidence. As he continues to
mature mentally and gain experience, Diomande has the
attributes to become a leading central defender at the highest
level, particularly in teams that demand athleticism,
proactive defending, and composure in possession.

OUSMANE DIOMANDE

SCOUTING CONCLUSION

* % % % % 45/5

POTENTIAL

STRENGTHS AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT

* Physicality * Decision making
* Versatility * Temperamental control
¢ Top league experience * Consistent performances . .
Top CB in Europe's
Top 5 leagues
N » A 3
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