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Shot stopping - The ability to prevent goals from shots from distance, shots from close range 

(including blocking techniques) and in 1v1’s.

- Across the three games, Walton showed generally solid shot-stopping fundamentals, 

making the saves he was expected to make, very comfortable on routine saves and 

lower-power efforts where he had time to set his feet and prepare his body shape.

- His reactions were good, he gets down quickly for first saves, but his lack of agility 

shows when he is required to recover for second actions or adjust quickly after 

parrying.

- His rebound control was a clear weakness across all three games, with saves against 

Millwall and QPR both being pushed back into central or dangerous areas, leading to 

extended pressure or goals conceded.

- He does not consistently make himself big enough during 1v1s, instead, he drops low 

with a small body shape that leaves angles for the attacker to finish..

Defending crosses - Picking the optimal position when crosses (can) come in, deciding o 

stay or go, and winning aerial duels by intercepting (or punching).

- One of the more reliable parts of his game across all three fixtures, Walton consistently 

commanding his area and showing confidence when he left his line to claim crosses.

- He attacks the ball with commitment, timing his jumps well and preferred to catch 

rather than punch, which helps Ipswich regain control quickly and reset possession.

- His positioning when crosses are about to be delivered is generally sound, he rarely got 

caught in no-man’s-land.
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Defending space in behind - Picking the optimal position when through passes (can) 

come in, deciding o stay or go, and executing correctly when intercepting (and clearing).

- Walton operates with a high starting position, which aligns with Ipswich’s aggressive 

defensive line but showed he can be exposed when asked to leave his line.

- Against Millwall and Oxford, he showed a tendency to commit too early in 1v1 

situations by going to ground before the attacker is forced into a decision, making it 

easy to dribble around him.

- While he is comfortable leaving his box to intercept through balls, his combination of 

average athleticism and early commitment makes this a risky area of his game.

Offensive contribution - Smart and proactive positioning to receive, recognizing the 

best solution (short and long) and executing precisely with both feet and hands.

- Left-footed and looks comfortable in the build-up, regularly offering himself as an 

option and helping Ipswich maintain control during sustained possession phases.

- His passing quality stood out, particularly with his short and medium-range 

distribution, he plays with composure and accuracy when under minimal pressure.

- Appears to be more confident when circulating possession which suits Ipswich’s 

possession heavy style but also slightly inflates his perceived level in my opinion.

- His contribution in possession is an asset, but it also means he is somewhat 

sheltered from more frequent high-stress defensive actions.

Conclusion

Christian Walton profiles as a goalkeeper well suited to Ipswich’s possession-heavy style, 

where his comfort in buildup and strong distribution help sustain control. His shot-stopping 

is generally reliable when he can set himself, but recurring issues with his rebound control led 

to goals conceded. But he was in command of crosses which stood out as a clear strength.. 

The main concern remains his decision-making when defending space in behind, where an 

aggressive starting position and early commitment in 1v1 situations, combined with a small 

body shape, make him vulnerable in transition moments. For me, this raises questions about 

how his performance would translate in a team that defends deeper and faces sustained 

pressure.
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