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Copley adjusting to business of NHL
Tim O'Donnell Todonnell@newsminer.com  Jul 23, 2015   (0)

FAIRBANKS—Pheonix Copley was on a fishing trip when the
Washington Capitals announced he had been part of the
package traded to the St. Louis Blues for T.J. Oshie.

Because of the fishing trip, Copley didn’t find out he had been
traded until four days later.
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“Originally, I was shocked. But once the original shock wore off,
it was really exciting,” the native of North Pole said following a
practice at the Patty Center on Tuesday morning.

“New place and new opportunity, so I’m excited to get down
there and get on the ice,” Copley said.

Copley is working out with Alaska Nanooks senior Alec
Hajdukovich and junior Justin Woods as he gets ready for his
second professional season and first in the Blues organization.

“It’s nice to be home,” Copley said. “It’s a nice area to kind of
unwind and at the same time train and skate. Guys like Alec
and Justin are coming out and helping. So are my brothers. A
lot of guys help out. It’s fun to come back here.”

Copley, listed at 6-foot-4, 196 pounds, said he tries to stay
away from being treated like a star and still has some
competitions with his brothers when they practice together.

“We always give each other a hard time when I stop them or
they score on me,” Copley said. “I think it adds to the
competition.”

Copley, 23, went 17-4-3 with the Hershey (Pennsylvania) Bears
last season in the American Hockey League. He posted 2.17
goals against average and a .925 save percentage in 26

Fairbanks man dies in collision on Chena Hot
Springs Road

Fairbanks police officer wounded in shooting dies
following surgery complications

Fort Wainwright soldier charged in assault with gun
on UAF campus

Fairbanks police chief resigns

Fairbanks vendor rolls out Alaska's first legal pot

Gunman spurs alert on UAF campus; suspect
arrested hours later

Body of slain Fairbanks police officer to return in
procession Tuesday; public funeral scheduled

Fortymile caribou gather near Steese Highway

Facebook post sparks criticism of UAF’s Title IX
policy

AP Top 25 College Football Poll

LSU's
Campbell,
Ga. Tech's
Johnson
arrested
in Atlanta

Close-knit
Nittany
Lions
confident
and ready
to keep
rolling

College Football

PDFmyURL - online url to pdf conversion

mailto:?subject=%5Bnewsminer.com%5D Copley adjusting to business of NHL&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsminer.com%2Fsports%2Flocal%2Fcopley-adjusting-to-business-of-nhl%2Farticle_8544fd18-31d5-11e5-9a81-2709fecc7d2c.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
http://www.newsminer.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-man-dies-in-collision-on-chena-hot-springs-road/article_a0f4ebce-9e42-11e6-b845-87ae81eefb84.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-police-officer-wounded-in-shooting-dies-following-surgery-complications/article_97ee9670-9d83-11e6-bd11-3b4eb05c383a.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fort-wainwright-soldier-charged-in-assault-with-gun-on-uaf/article_133b9924-9f0d-11e6-a7da-5fd05f4e2705.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-police-chief-resigns/article_b6a3eb62-9fc5-11e6-8ab0-bf8719104f72.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-vendor-rolls-out-alaska-s-first-legal-pot/article_77d41834-9daf-11e6-85b5-3b0ef9397cb7.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/gunman-spurs-alert-on-uaf-campus-suspect-arrested-hours-later/article_677dc7ca-9e7a-11e6-b2ac-33224da4d1aa.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/body-of-slain-fairbanks-police-officer-to-return-in-procession/article_7d316908-9ff3-11e6-b652-0b8e567bc248.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/alaska_news/fortymile-caribou-gather-near-steese-highway/article_9272dc0c-9b11-11e6-abb6-4316b2f4e18e.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/facebook-post-sparks-criticism-of-uaf-s-title-ix-policy/article_b3a12d18-9cea-11e6-b480-a7d6917a8ff8.html
http://collegefootball.ap.org/newsminer/articles
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf


games.

His performance with the Capitals AHL affiliate earned him a
one-game call up to Washington, where he served as the
backup to Braden Holtby and became the first Interior player to
dress for an NHL game.

“It was my rookie season so I just went in and battled and tried
to earn my ice time,” Copley said. “I just kind of told myself
whatever happens, just work hard and do my job no matter
where I’m at. I was fortunate enough to start out at Hershey and
fortunate to play there the whole season and be able to play
with a great job group of guys.”

While he was called up, sent back down and then traded all in
his first pro season, Copley tries not to focus too much on the
business side of hockey.

“You kind of have to stay away from all the stuff and not get
caught up in it because it can be a roller coaster ride and will
wear on you,” Copley said.

Copley said he will attend the Blues training camp in
September.

The biggest difference between pro hockey and college
hockey, according to Copley, wasn’t anything on the ice. It was
off the ice.
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“In college, there’s a lot more structure. There’s not as many
game,s so there’s a lot off-ice stuff going on in college,” Copley
said. “In pro, they expect you to do the right thing. You’re a
professional. You’re supposed to do the right things off the ice,
so they kind of leave you alone off the ice.”

The trade to the Blues means Copley has a chance of playing
with former Nanooks defenseman Colton Parayko, who signed
with the Blues after his junior season in March.

The two played against each other during the 2013-14 season
when the Nanooks and Michigan Tech met four times in the
Western Collegiate Hockey Association.

“Once I got traded he messaged me and kind of was like
‘Welcome. Congrats,’” Copley said. “It’s nice to have someone
familiar. Other than that, I don’t think I really know too many guys
in the organization. It’s nice to have a familiar face.”

Parayko, who finished last season with the Chicago Wolves in
the AHL, had four assists against Copley in the four games that
season.

“Back when I was at Michigan Tech, I remember playing him
and he was a tough guy to play against,” Copley said. “He’s got
a really hard shot and big mobile defenseman. It’s good to have
a guy like that to your side.”

Homes and Real Estate

PDFmyURL - online url to pdf conversion

http://homes.newsminer.com
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf


Tags Pheonix Copley  Nhl  North Pole  St. Louis Blues

Copley spent two seasons at Michigan Tech before signing as
a free agent with the Capitals. In 54 games with the Huskies,
Copley went 18-28-7 with a 2.82 goals against average and
.906 save percentage. 

He also had four shutouts during his time in Houghton,
Michigan.

While he doesn’t know where he’ll start next season yet, Copley
does know what he wants to accomplish during his second
professional season.

“I want to go in and work hard,” Copley said. “I want to show
them what I’m capable of doing. I want to handle adversity as
best possible and play my best hockey.”

Contact sports reporter Tim O’Donnell at 459-7583. Follow

him on Twitter: @FDNMSportsGuy.
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