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Ex-Nanook goaltender Wylie Rogers invents
revolutionary hockey device
Tim O'Donnell Todonnell@newsminer.com  Aug 29, 2015   (0)

FAIRBANKS—Wylie Rogers is using his experience as a
hockey goalie to change the game.

The Fairbanks native and former Alaska Nanooks goalie has
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invented a new peg for hockey nets that eliminates the need to
drill into the ice and concrete and will be used by an NCAA
Division I team this season.

The Wylie Post, as Rogers has named it, is a dual-spike peg
with a short rubber post on top that won’t come free when
goalies push against the post but allows the net to come free
when a skater runs into it.

“It’s one of those ideas where people say ‘Man, someone
should have come up with that a long time ago,’” Rogers said
on Wednesday at the Patty Center.

“This makes the game so much better for everyone,” Rogers
said “It’s kind of like a way to give back to the game in a way.”

Rogers started developing the peg when he served as a
volunteer assistant coach with the Nanooks from 2012-14 while
working on his master’s of business administration and
watched the nets come loose during practices.

“It bothered me as a player, but as a coach it bothered me even
more, because I couldn’t run drills with these guys because
they’re grown men repeatedly pushing off the net,” Rogers said.

 “As a coach it was more frustrating than as a player,’’ he
continued. “As a player, you learn to deal with it. When you’re
trying to get them to do things they would do in a game, it’s
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impossible.”

The bottom of the pegs have a zinc spray on them that allowed
the pegs to melt into the ice a little before refreezing, giving the
pegs a better grip to the ice.

The first prototype of the peg was made entirely out of steel.
However, after a  Nanooks practice, Rogers quickly realized he
needed to make some adjustments.

“We ran a beautiful goalie practice for an entire hour and there
were no problems. Then the rest of the team came out,” Rogers
recalled. “And, I think it was Alec Hajdukovich, went flying into
the net and almost got hurt because the net didn’t budge at all.

“(Athletic trainer Mike Curtin) was like ‘You can use them in
goalie practice but you can’t use them when the rest of the
team is out there.’ I could have stopped there, and I kind of did
until Ping (Lan) was like ‘Make it safe, make it safe for
everyone,’” Rogers reflected. “You don’t have anything until
everyone can use it, until there’s a demand.’’ 

Lan is a business professor at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks and was teaching a new ventures development class
that Rogers was taking. Rogers worked with Lan to develop the
peg and eventually entered it in a new business competition put
on by the University of Alaska Anchorage in May 2014.
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“He’s like my Miyagi,” Rogers said, alluding to the fictional
karate master portrayed by Pat Morita in the “Karate Kid’’
movies.

“He and I kind of talked a little bit about it. It wasn’t until that
class where he really forced me to put things on paper,” Rogers
said. “None of this would have been possible without Dr. Ping
Lan. He’s driven this thing to where it is today. I had the idea;
everyone’s had the idea, right. He was the motivating, driving
factor.”

It was at the competition in Anchorage that Rogers realized  the
peg could become a real product.

“One of the investors afterwards came up to me and said ‘I
have to be honest. We look at all these ahead of time and I
didn’t really get it. But after you presented; I don’t want my kid
on the ice if these aren’t being used,’” Rogers said. “It was kind
of then I was like ‘Man, if I could explain this to someone
because it makes so much sense in my head, it could be
something real.’”

Rogers and the peg won the Alaska Student Kicker Award last
October at the Arctic Innovation Competition, which was hosted
by the UAF School of Management.

While Rogers had an idea what the metal part of the peg would
look like, the rubber piece took some experimenting. One of his
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initial prototypes involved a tall piece of rubber.

“It wasn’t until I tested it here at the Patty (Center Ice Arena at
UAF) that I discovered it can’t be long, it has to be short, it has
be fat,” Rogers said. “It has to be ribbed like backbone
because the net needs to be able to go up it but not always
break off. That’s when we really started coming up with ideas
and testing the zinc spray.”

Rogers went 42-41-14 in four seasons with the Nanooks from
2004-08 and was named to the Central Collegiate Hockey
Association All-Rookie Team in 2005. His seven career
shutouts are tied for second in Nanooks history.

Following his career with the Nanooks, Rogers played
professionally in the ECHL, Central Hockey League and in The
Netherlands.

Rogers recently agreed to deal to have Pinto Products in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, manufacture the pegs. The University of
Alabama-Huntsville, which plays in the Western Collegiate
Hockey Association with the Nanooks, will be using the pegs in
the 2015-16 season.

While the Chargers are the only collegiate team to use the peg
this season, there are other teams and leagues that have
expressed interest. Rogers said that Alaska Anchorage head
coach Matt Thomas has said he wants the pegs, which Rogers
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debuted at the American Hockey Coaches Association
Convention in Naples, Florida, in April.

Rogers also said he’s been talking throughout the development
of the peg with Big Ten Hockey official coordinator Steve
Piotrowski, who Rogers said is excited to get the pegs.

“If you can get the officials to love it and the goalies to love it,
then it’s kind of like now we have something,” Rogers said.

With the manufacturer lined up, Rogers will begin to take
preorders for the pegs in October on his website
(www.thewyliepost.com).

“Every rink in Alaska is going to get a free set of the Wylie
Post,” Rogers said. “It’s not just arenas that this is marketing to.
I want every goalie to have these in their bags so that they can
go to a rink anywhere and take their pegs out and train and
practice like you’re going to play. That’s the key.

“You don’t have to wait for the rinks to buy them. Everyone’s
going to be able to have them,” Rogers added.

Rogers went 42-41-14 in four seasons with the Nanooks from
2004-08 and was named to the Central Collegiate Hockey
Association All-Rookie Team in 2005. His seven career
shutouts are tied for second in the program’s history.
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Following his career with the Nanooks, Rogers played
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him on Twitter: @FDNMSportsGuy.

Sponsored Content

Enter Your Name,
Wait 12 Seconds,
Brace Yourself
TruthFinder

Florida Man's
Mystery
Disappearance…
LifeDaily

Baby Girl
Vanishes From
Crib. But 20…
LifeDaily

Homeowners Must
Claim their $4271
Before End of…
FetchRate

Not enough vets
claim these
amazing VA…
LendingTree

Do This Every
Day And You'll
Never Need a…
Smart Web User

New Evidence In
20-Year-Old Case
Leaves Police…
LifeDaily

You Need To Do
This Every Time
You Turn On…
www.weblifeadvice.com

Recommended by

Convert webpages or entire websites to PDF - Use PDFmyURL!

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsminer.com%2Fsports%2Fuaf_nanooks%2Fex-nanook-goaltender-wylie-rogers-invents-revolutionary-hockey-device%2Farticle_119f8d4a-4ee7-11e5-95c9-9f7959b4a94d.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsminer.com%2Fsports%2Fuaf_nanooks%2Fex-nanook-goaltender-wylie-rogers-invents-revolutionary-hockey-device%2Farticle_119f8d4a-4ee7-11e5-95c9-9f7959b4a94d.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share&text=Ex-Nanook goaltender Wylie Rogers invents revolutionary hockey device&via=newsminer
mailto:?subject=%5Bnewsminer.com%5D Ex-Nanook goaltender Wylie Rogers invents revolutionary hockey device&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsminer.com%2Fsports%2Fuaf_nanooks%2Fex-nanook-goaltender-wylie-rogers-invents-revolutionary-hockey-device%2Farticle_119f8d4a-4ee7-11e5-95c9-9f7959b4a94d.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
http://www.newsminer.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.newsminer.com/search/?k=%22wylie rogers%22
http://www.newsminer.com/search/?k=%22the wylie post%22
http://www.newsminer.com/search/?k=%22hockey%22
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf


Recommended by

Stop Eating These 'Digestive
Destroyers'
Probiotic America

Super Rare Photos Of Hillary
You've Gotta See
Frank151

This 114-year-old battleship
rose from the dead. You've got
to see this.
CNET

Mazda's two MX-5 SEMA
concepts are among the best in
show - Roadshow
CNET

Who Knew Cash Back Credit
Cards Could Be This Good?
CreditCards.com

Only True History Buffs Score
Above a 60% on This WWII Quiz
HowStuffWorks - History

Alaskans should stand against
Dakota Access Pipeline

Utility subsidiary seeks withdrawal
from state oversight

Injured Fairbanks officer slated for
surgery Thursday

Fairbanks man escapes from
halfway house while serving time for
escaping

Fairbanks police officer injured in
shooting dies after surgery
complications

Seward man mauled by grizzly while
walking dogs near airport

Convert webpages or entire websites to PDF - Use PDFmyURL!

http://www.newsminer.com/opinion/community_perspectives/alaskans-should-stand-against-dakota-access-pipeline/article_f58a32b2-9d7e-11e6-99bb-2f81cd43e75c.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/alaska_news/utility-subsidiary-seeks-withdrawal-from-state-oversight/article_468d26ae-a051-11e6-8a78-13ce80a73441.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/injured-officer-slated-for-surgery-thursday/article_e3d1462c-9b54-11e6-9ba3-63d3daa762bd.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-man-escapes-from-halfway-house-while-serving-time-for/article_477b1556-8d34-11e6-a6e1-c371999fc310.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-police-officer-injured-in-shooting-dies-after-surgery-complications/article_2dba64f0-9d33-11e6-9739-373433452a38.html
http://www.newsminer.com/news/alaska_news/seward-man-mauled-by-grizzly-while-walking-dogs-near-airport/article_6edd87d0-9c9a-11e6-918b-43df64599385.html
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf
http://pdfmyurl.com/?src=pdf


Atlanta Officials Urge Residents To Carry This With Them At All Times

Sections

Arctic Cam
Local Business
Local events
Classifieds
Features
Marijuana
News
Obituaries
Opinion
Photo Reprints
Sports

Services

Archives 2001-present
Change Address
Contact Circulation
E-Edition login
Pay Bill
Search the website
Special Sections
Submissions
Subscribe
Summer Camps
Visitors Guide

Contact Information

newsminer.com
200 N. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
Phone: 907-456-6661
Email: digital@newsminer.com 

Follow Us

2 Comments Sort by 

This thread is closed

Frank Berardi · Fairbanks, Alaska
Awesome man, your invention is really taking off!
Like · Sep 4, 2015 12:06pm

Debbie Tim Ryan · Works at Ben Franklin Crafts
Way yo go Wylie!
Like · Aug 30, 2015 8:06am
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