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It wasn’t long into my work as a youth pastor before I found myself turning almost weekly to Paul’s

exhortation to Timothy: “The Lord’s servant is not quarrelsome, but kind to everyone, able to teach,

patently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness” (2 Tim. 2:24–25). Paul desired that his

young protégé care deeply for truth, guard the great deposit, and teach with authority. Yet this zeal to

promote the right doctrine among God’s people should be guided by patience, gentleness, and love for

others.

As I sought to serve as a minister of the gospel, God began to slowly—and, at times, painfully—reveal that

my passion for truth wasn’t matched by an equally ardent love for others; my eagerness to teach the Word

of God didn’t correspond with the same commitment to apply the Scripture to my own life. I knew the

truth, and I knew how to defend it, but I was often proud, condescending, and hypocritical.

Can you relate?

Call to Truth and Grace

In his latest book, Humble Orthodoxy: Holding the Truth High Without Putting People Down, Joshua Harris,

lead pastor of Covenant Life Church in Gaithersburg, Maryland, offers both challenge and also hope to

Christians whose love for right doctrine has begun to outstrip their love for God and neighbor. With

pastoral sensitivity and a keen ability to unearth our hidden motivations with direct, heart-searching

questions, Harris calls all believers to embrace grace and truth, love and right doctrine, compassion and

solid theology. “We don’t get to choose between humility and orthodoxy,” Harris writes. “We need both”

(6).
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