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Most Christians will at some point wrestle with doubts over the truthfulness of Scripture. This observation

is generally uncontroversial. What inflames debate is how these doubts should be resolved. Do we bypass

our intellectual struggles and treat them as unimportant or a sign of weak spirituality, or do we delve into

apologetics and rigorous historical study in order to establish our faith once and for all? Or might there be

another way?

 

In his latest book, A Peculiar Glory: How the Christian Scriptures Reveal Their Complete Truthfulness, John

Piper deals with these issues by considering two primary and related questions. The first is whether we can

trust the Bible. There are a few approaches we might take to establish an affirmative answer, such as

historical research. Piper himself walked this road during seminary, but became convinced such research is

unable to provide adequate warrant for one to stake their life on the gospel.

Many Christians will never have access to historical scholarship. Not only this, but when it comes to

establishing the truthfulness of Scripture, historical research can only supply probability, not certainty.

Some have attempted to bridge this by suggesting that faith, by its nature, “takes a risk and leaps into

uncertainty” (131)—perhaps pointing to Paul’s statement that we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).

But Piper rejects this kind of reasoning: “Yes, the things believed are unseen. But the New Testament does

not say that the foundations of faith are unseen” (131).

In other words, the Bible never suggests we must take a leap in the dark in order to trust Christ. “According

to Scripture,” Piper writes, “people don’t have to be educated historians to know the historical truth of

Scripture” (130).

This point is vital, for Piper’s other burden is to determine how the common Christian, without access to

the corroborating facts of historical scholarship, can have a well-grounded trust in Scripture. But what

are thes “real and compelling grounds” if not historical research? Piper draws from Jonathan Edwards and

the apostle Paul to provide the answer.
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