The Plastic Planet

Plastic Planet is a performing art and design project that captures living beings’ outrage toward
climate change, juxtaposed with the beauty of Mother Nature. The project confronts the twin
crises of climate change and plastic pollution by transforming discarded waste into marine-
inspired costumes. These costumes are designed to feel alive, turning the very materials that
destroy the ocean into objects of beauty. They illuminate both the ugliness and the allure of
plastic pollution, showing how creatures ingest it until they begin to become it. Through
performance and photography, the work reveals a world where the unnatural has fused with
the natural, and where survival itself is entangled with waste.

Shockingly, all discarded plastic materials were sourced in one hour in one town and in one day
from designer Jill Palese’s local transfer station. She collected garden rope, a tent, plastic toys,
discarded clothing, and many more items that became the raw materials for Plastic Planet.
Central to the design are reworked polyurethane foam bra cups, decorated with colorful plastic
spikes, symbolizing the microplastics now embedded in marine life. The idea connects to her
sustainable invention, the Bits Blocker®, a nipple cover designed to eliminate the use of foam
bra cups in fashion.

The costumes were created for Northeast Arts ballet dancers for their performance of Seeing
the Plastic Ocean for Boston Climate Week, 2024, on a grant from the city of Boston.

In their performance, the dancers embody coral reefs, tangs, angelfish, lionfish, and
“Antoinette, Queen of Plastics.” Through movement, the performers reveal how marine
creatures are forced to navigate an ocean choked with human waste. The aesthetic is
intentionally alluring yet unsettling, reflecting the deceptive beauty of plastic as it breaks down
into invisible harm. Collaboration with dancers and photographers animates the work,
extending it beyond fashion into public art and environmental storytelling.

Costumes: Jill Palese Studio

May 15, 2024 - Seeing the Plastic Ocean: A Climate Inspired Public Art Event is a collaborative arts project that
confronts the urgent issue of plastic pollution in the ocean. Through dance, costume design and photography
this dynamic project aims to draw attention to the pressing global crisis and inspire meaningful action to
protect our oceans and planet.

Photographer: Cheryl Richards



Cheryl Richards, an Award-winning photographer and winner of Best of Boston, compiles a perfect mix of
timeless, classic, and contemporary details into her photographs. Richards creates stunning portraits, creative
editorial, and breathtaking photographs in New England and around the globe. Cheryl Richards has
photographed Presidents of the United States, the Dalai Lama, business billionaires, celebrities, and the family
next door.

Model: Eva Richards

Eva Richards, Miss Teen Rhode Island All-American, Eva is a model, dancer and high school Senior. Eva’s work
on the Miss Teen pageant has led her to travel and meet people from all over the U.S., representing the youth
of today. Her goals for the future include working alongside other creative professionals to highlight the
environmental issues that plague her generation.

Choreographer; Avery Salunier des Reyes,

Ms. des Reyes was inspired by climate scientist Jun Shepard, who choreographed a ballet using a climate
prediction algorithm to synchronize the dancers. For “Seeing the Plastic Ocean,” Avery created one phrase
that builds in speed and in synchronicity throughout the section, reflecting the growing speed of climate
change and the narrowing of the biosphere at once.

Dancers; Northeast Arts and Janelle Gilchrist Dance Troupe

Northeast Art’s mission is to support professional freelance artists allowing dancers to lead collaborations
across disciplines with the goal of making ballet accessible to many communities.



