Settling our

soldiers
Marisa King

cc roke down under its own weighe.”
A el failure” “One of the
greatest disasters in social planning
MNew Fealand has ever known”
.[.I-II'.'.‘\L' F 11 H" dﬁLIiJ":mﬂ! [I-Ii“ J:Iil'r'{' :.':I'I_'I:"E ]L"I'{'”I.,"li
ar New Aalinds posWorld War | soldiers
sertlement scheme.

Ihe scheme was driven by the dsine of
William Massey and his Reform government o give
recurned soldiers the Opportunity o experience a
rural lifestyle. Under the 1915 Discharged Soldiess
Sertlement Act, those who had served overseas in the
New Zealand Expeditionary Force (NZEF) or naval
forces could apply for land thar was set aside for
discharged soldiers. Land could be bought or leased
{most opred 1o leise), and loan money was available for
clearing, fencing and draining: o erect buildings, and
ta buy tarm supplies.

Controversy surrounded the scheme almest from
the start, and since its demise, many historians have
identified its  perceived liany of shortcomings.
Histortan  Ashley Gould, who wrote a  pivosal
thesis on the scheme in 1992, summarised the

— “received wisdom” as follows:
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Poor government planning led 1o the booming
wartime land marker becoming wildly over-
inflared,

*  Young and inexpericnced soldiers with minimal
capital were placed on backcountry bushland or
sections that were o small o be economical.
They all carried large financial commitments —
cither leases based on unrealistic capital values or
high morngages,

*  The 1921 depression in commodiey prices feft
the soldier sertlers in dire fnancial straits, The
termination of the wartime commandeer purchase
agreements with the lmperial government made
MILESS WOrsE,

* Poor prices for produce. high costs for
improvements, the cost of stock and inept
subdivision forced the returned soldiers o “walk
off” in defear.

*  Any ex-soldiers who survived the 19205 were
eventually disparched by the Grear Depression of
the 1930s.

However, recent  evaluations of the scheme
have improved somewhar. Several historians have
;Lu;;ltzmwlr.'dgcd that the scheme produced both Bailures
and successes, In his thesis, Ashley Gould argued
thar more ex-soldiers had survived on their farms
than was generally recognised and char any perceived
betrayal of them by the state was caused by the
soldiers’ own expectations and the communiny’s
expectations of them.

| wandered into this interesting historical debace last
vear as a distance student at Massev University, As par

of 2 Graduate Certificare in Arts (Creative

Writing), | chose for my final

elective paper a course focused

on  New Zealand hism::.'

between the rwo world wars. In

one lecture, MNew Zealand’s role

in World War [ and the post-war

soldiers” serdement scheme was
discussed.

I was aware that my grandfacher,

who served in the NZEE had

received a soldiers’ farm ar Te Horo

on the Kipit Coas ar a setelement

| known as Pukenarmu, For my

| final assdgnment, | rescarched the

history of the settbement in order to

| assess its relative success. | looked ar

local and national histerical records

| and ralked o my 99-year-old uncle,

Eric King, who grew up on the farm.
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1 abso visited the site of my grandparenis’ previous farm,
where their old homestead i will standing. 1 reached
the conclusion thar while the Pukenamu setcdement
|.'l.:-|.|:|l.! nM l:"ﬂ. -|.‘||:\.|:|||.';| kil :|5.|-r|.a-|:|n-:! SLbCCeERs, 1 was bar

Frem |H.'5||'|§'_ a toeal Failure,

.-J.E'IL" ."iL‘[t]L‘]'I'Iﬁ,'I'If

Pukenarmu, near Te Horoo Beach, was a T30-acre
settlement comprising eight sections, All were leased
and used tor dairy farming. The land was described in
the Serdement of Crown Lands Annual Report of 1919
as “mosely |_'_‘i:l'lllj SWRITIp land and partly sandy downs,
1H.'|_1.' suitable for !-.||I|.':|||'|g. grazing 4 nicl -._‘..1.'rl.'|n!1,
(ST i.|.|]:. for the Latger, owing to the hine climare,”

While hardly backcountry bush, Pukenamu was
isolared. Uncle Erc rode a horse o school each day
with his older brother. He remembers the day his father
decided they needed a new radio:

“He biked up o le Horo amd ot a life with one of
I:|!|1_' [ Rp |l ks that wad |:|§cn::4__'| ik 1'{'!_::-1'r.1!1|¢'-. b W ::_'|!i|'|t;|:n|'|_
He got a radio from a second-hand shop there. To get
back, he had to sic up on top of the canvas cover on the
back of the truck. nursing the radio. Back ar Te Horo he
ot his i'llJ:-|'|hiLl.'. pruat the radio on the handiebars; and
'.'-'.||L|.'|.| |.'\-.|..L 1 the |:4r:r|.'

The quality af the land at Pukenamu was also
doubehul, he wavs,

“It was a miserable sort of a place. In the winter,
when it rained, evervthing was under water more or
less ... The paddocks were covered knee-deep ... In the
SLTTLTIET, -'.".'i:l}'!hiut: would die our, and KLl wouldnt
I'I.I'\'I.' I'I'II.I.-C'II t;r.l-.'..

Unbelievably, there were also sand hills ac the beach
end of the farms, where the soldier sertder families
picnicked in warm weather.

Larer, 1 bearned che Pukenamu land was once owned
b James Gear, 2 barcher who diversified ineo |'..||:|11i.||'='_. Ir
wiah apprrently e T8 ETOW CREES for ehalf vo feed Gear’s
feams of fuarses. After a number of yeirs, Crear left the
land without sowing grass seed, hence its barrenness, In
about 1895, a large drain was also dug across the Gear
farm, which would have been swamp land ar the rime.
It is believed this resulied in the land being drained too
I.I.I:Ii'i.li.l..ﬁ'. Ii.'n.l.dl.l"lil [ ||I ll._"rll'lil: dr:-'l'll:‘:'h.

Soldiers settlement farms were often accused of
I;:q;'ln!; ion small m be economic, {':.pﬁ'i.all:-' whiemi
export prices fell. By modern standards, the Pukenamu
tarms, such as my grandtathers, which comprised 100
acres housing 40 dairy cows, were cerminly modest.
However, there is conficring informartion as o whether
I!ill::.' Were i.|'|]i|.':'f.'|'|'.|:|' uneconomic. led ﬂ.‘lwlcr, wh-::l

went on to become one of Te Horo's most well-known

and successtul farmers, bought
a farm from a Pukenamuo
settler (mame unknown) in
1933. He subdivided the
!:H!r I":I(’I.Il::'-.l‘-\.'ﬂ. il'l'.'::l :-.r.n:li|{'r
paddocks, allowing some of
them o lie fallow. Things
gradually improved, and
the farm became proficable.

The war settlers

]]I.I.rirlifl r!."hl.'ulrl.h. J WS .il"E[' {n} I"EI.'I.D,'.'
together scraps af information about the soldier serclers
wheo came (and went) at Pukenamu,

In March 1918, the Evening Porr reported thar the
hrst three Pukenamu sections had been allocared b
the Wellingron Land Board to seulers R. Thompson
A, Bossarer and T, Edwards, Five months lacer, the v
Sealand Timves said a fourth secoon was allecared o an
unnamed sertler, who 1 was able wo identify through
archival records as being [3. Grant. Records show a
Further three sections were allocared in August 1918
ro settlers M. .-'l.ﬂ.l.n, L, Hlnl.: I'm:.' "E|T.3II-|_‘|!:ITI'||,'T| and
|. Trembath, while the cighth and fnal section was
allocared vo W. Parten in Seprember that same vear

Typically, on soldier settlement farms, there was some
initial shuffling of occupiers in the first vear or rwo before
I||j|:'|1_'.:~ u:llln'.'\d ;l-:m‘n- M |:'=|||n|;|.':|5|.'|u||:|r ?'r1l.'.:.'-l'| Rossiter
and Allan had departed by 1921 to e replaced by




Robert King

(Granddad’s  brocher,

who mved [0

Pubkenamu m 19200 and
W Jamieson,

Bur by 1928, Messrs
Edwards, Miten anad
Jamieson had also left Pukenamu to be replaced by
E. Cleland and C, "Walker. A sad article in the Mot
Standard in 2006 related how William Pacten’s farm
was wiped out by fooding. Ir appears his land was

.'itlhs{‘qu-:“l'lﬂ}' sdded o the Brm nexe door oo upied by
I. Trembath,

My grandfather and his brother provide something of
a case study of the ovpes of lives the Pukenamu senlers
may have had before raking up farming.

Rober i‘-:'rng was born ar Blacks Point near Reefion
in 1891, while his brother, George (my _!_l.r.|:'.dj,j,rhurl
wak bom in 1893 at Lvell in the Buller Gorge. Their
father was a gold miner. Their parents separated when

LY Were nine amd seven, FEApReCEEy ely, .|:|::-:_'r which they

= old lormtouse of Pukenamss

Far [EET ::"""S-it.-'L': ‘:,.l;.:“

LiFE: Deeothy ond George Eing in T3

veith tha Family car, 1930

Ii'| -\'.'l.‘l 1Lt An -i"r'l"l'l.ll'l.l.ﬂ['.%nd a hl]'ldl’l_‘l]‘
home. In 191%, they borh enlisted
with the World War [ NZEE
Lreoage r-ll.'.!_'_"ll: at Passchendaele and
the Samme before returning ta e
Zealand owo and a half vears larer with
owo medals and a wired Jaw after a
h!'ll'_'l."':'.l.'i “':"”:li.l SCNVT r-\'.'ll I'll"u II."h LI]I_'I.:"I\.
{he was alio believed to be 2 viciim of
the mustard gas used at Passchendacle, as
he subsequently suffered from breathing
I.'l.r-:'lhi:.'ﬂ'lh and asthma), Lintde s known
of Robert’s war service, but he reurned
to New Fealand with a permanent brain
injury caused by a picce of '-E:r.||1r|'.'| that
could mor be removed. MNeither man had
any I-.:r|1'.||1i-: EXPErIECE that my tamilv is
aware ol
.:I‘Ic [.lxk |_p|'-_--:|_|||ji_-.|'|i;!|_: |.h\'.'i| !:I.r:ll'\. At
Pukenamu must have been very daunting,
In his memodrs, Ted Cavder said:
Most of their howses were shifted from
somewhere else and were aleered and added
[k II'lL-.'.' I1J':E L] I'l'.l.iil.l ':E'.l.'lr I,I'l"n.'l""ul'lql.i‘-l .'ll'l{‘l |:|'|1,' n'|l_'|:.J,|
tor the concrete all came from the beach. These 100-
acre fots had nothing on them, so they had to st
from scracch. All the fence peosts either came from
[h-\'.' I"I.'.l.l'.ll of trees I!-'l:rll.'l,l £in I;I'Il_' r.lm'l l.:ll_"HFl.'rI: l;.l'.l_'
challenpes, George, his wife and three children would
evenmually spend 18 vears on the farm. Afrer his health
deteriorated, George was granted a war pension in
1935, and the Gmily moved inw the nearbw |:u'.l.'r.l.'21ip
of Ohaki, Robert staved on his farm uneil abour 1946,
He married in 1926 bur did not have anv children. A
COMImON CONCern reganding wulcliers setilement farms s
that the settlers, having minimal capiral behind them,
carried large financial commirments. This does appear
o have been the case ar Pukenamu, My uncle has no
cloifar his [rarents were |'i.'|.i|'|-:,'i.:.":-' 3l:r._app.-,'d
“The milking shed was prerry basic. There was a
pecral-driven |.'|:I_|_'_i:I'.' w drive the SEpRrator amd the
VACWILITL prmps, We used to et -'|-|;.4|||H'| tins of ;’&'I:'.";:ll
delivered every now and then. You would cur down the
tin and put a handle on ir, and there was vour bucker.
You made do with what oL had: vou coulidn't afford
|'|'I|.|LI|. Il:ll.\ I:I'II.' |..ir|1'.|':|'-\.| HII "al_'l,'l'l'ﬂ_'l_l i I'H_' E I,"-l': Ehﬂn

of cash,”
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The post-war settlers

The |'||'|x|-".":'||r||_| War | saldier sercbees are '..'.'l.|'.r.'l'|l|'l
referred to as having ‘walked off or abandoned
their farms. The reasons include the poor qualiny of
the land. their inexperience and often '-|;_:||i‘;;...|:'.L
war injuries, and the high lease or mosgage
oosts they carried.

For thoze who didn’t lesve, lack of choice may have
.::I-'_'L':I. a r:|q_||I|, r‘li_.'”'.'l '\.'|'-\.I||;\| :".I'|'<' I'-Cllll'll.l il'll.'l.' Wkl
injuries a real impediment to gewing other work. My
unele believes char is why his F:»Erl.'l'lt*- staved on the farm
for 18 years, Linly when .:':.III'..JH.I ad's health deteriorared
to the extent that he was eligible for a war pension did
they leave,

However, gqualicy af life is also an imporant part of
the cqu;'uinn. The eoldiers” wertlemment scheme enabled
serthers i become Birmers, make natwre |'lll.hi|.|\.|i'-l.' and
build a Family homs,

Quality of life cannot usually be gleaned from
gavernment files. However, my uncle can provide some
colourul E|r|-..i1-_'i'_|:5 from his childhood on the e Ir is
fair 1 say he has fond memaories,

“You _1|'“.'_.|:.'\ |'.|.a:..-_-d |_'|,|'.l.|:!-:'|!.'-: and Indians, |:|..1Li.|'|g
bows and arrows kives. You got a willow stick criss-
crossed, put string around i, and brown paper glued
on o it. A big long picce of string, then out o the
paddock, on a windy day and up (the kire) would go.
We thoughe that was all Fight.

“The benzene petrel came in a wooden box
which held owo four-gallon tins. Occasionally,
we found some old pram wheels and an axle and
put them on the box, and char was oor carr. We
wiedd 1o E:-u;h. cach other fu“-w.::.' pouind the farm
sometimes, over the paddocks and all. You sorr of
had o make your own fun.”

My unde’s younger sister, Audrey, who died
in 2017, had y_l_u};j memaries of 2 different sor
In an email to a family member, she recorded the
I:'|,1|||.m'1r|.§'.

“We enjoved our meals = my mother was a good
cook! We had Weethix with real barm cream, oast
and cocoa for breakfast. For school lunch, we had
egg, cobd meats. or lermuce and Marmite sandw iches,
home-baked cookie or piece of cake, and an apple
picked off our own apple trees.

“We all sat around the big table in the evening for our
myeal, a big hot meal with potaroes, vegetables trom our
f,il;h{'r-g. F.‘mﬂrn, and delicious casseroles and stews, amd
always a dessert 1o follow.”

My unce also remembers a strong sense of

camaradenic among the sertler Families. The children
often plaved rogether, and the families gor together

for weekend picnics. My grandfather spent nime with
his brother mesxt door, listening o cricker and drnking
beer. while my grandmother enjoyed frequent visits
from her ectended Family |i'~i|'|':‘: nearby. These and
other memeories poine to 2 quality of life !l.'-|'".‘l.'i-l.|5'- for

chibdrend that money couldn’t buy,

Conclusion

1|1':.nf; if an lealated il area on land of dubiows
quality, the Pukemamiu settlers cermainly faced cheir
._"!.1||.,-|'._g._'x. .";1.'.|1.1.' werne il'.l."hl"l.'ii\'.'lll\. ed furmers hampered
b signihcant war injuries, w hich somerimes gave them
lirtle choice bast to sgay,

Mevertheless, it AP podns 1|'||.':| did whar ey could
o establish productive lives for themselves, including
narrving and bringing up Families. Withour cheir
farms, it is difficule to know whar sorc of lives they
might have had. The Pukenamuy semtlement may no
quiee have freed Prime Mingter William Massey’s
vision of Mew Fealand as an Arcadian |.ar|-.5'--..'.pc. b
we should nonetheless give his government credir fog
its effors rEinTegrate Nt society @ group af citizens
who had served their counery with commirment and

COAMaE; |_||:.|=i:i._~1 ||'|._;_|: s -.:‘.nl.||1| p-nl-.-:'-.! i||'-'.|||.|:|.“1|c it

they rebuile their lives ar Te Horo,
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