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Another view of the old cell block built in 1912, photos
taken 1984,

Photos this page courtesy of New Fealand Poliar Muceeprn

and Friifing o Districts Compurity Archive
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The old police affice which was part of the house, with
the entrance blocked ol but the steps up to the door
remalning.
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Constable John MceCardle whe xerved ar Craki from g ;
L 978- 1956, The entrance to the old cell block before & coat of paint
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In 1911 the house above was built as (iaki's police station with the residence attached, The office is on the right with

the entrance to the office fust around the corner of the house on the rght.  Phofe Gourtesy of New Zealarnd Police Mugenn

THE POLICE HOUSE

3 Iti Street

Marisa King

HENEVER vou hear the recollections of
people who grow oap in the 1971k, some -
commaon themes arise, For example!
AN e ks iy e meighbonriingd frst plaved fogethen
"W e i el el o ey ot s hineses all day.

“Munr woild oolf oue, s den time! e e would ail go
home.”

As ks of the TUs, it was no differant for my Brother,

vy shater ared me, We livic ina small Otaks stroet
(aptly named [1 Street) and had many triends whe

Hved nest door across the road and arcand the cormer,

W wene mewver short of playmates:
Bul there was gsomething a little bit diffecent abous
Robert, Mark and Karcla Brookes. who Hved sest door

at 3 Iti Steeet'. Their dad was a policeman and their
house was owned by the police,

It wens ot b Hee courthouse, which was on the
cornér of i and Matene streets, and even had a jail
in the backyard, The courthouse was moved several
izinys ago 10 1ts present site on the main highway and
is mow the Old Courthouse Catlery.

We kids didn't talk about Mr Brookes™ job much.
But one morning | got up ko hear Mum ang Dad
discussing & fire. Twwo local men had firebombed the
Brookes' house the previows night while Mr Brookes
wasaut.an duly,

I Soamve Eormer ieaants oy I wis 5 ftl Street when they lved

threre, The Blings e peat dodt ot Mooz However the T
13 Benrthid fr fhe KCDC rafos databaze as No 3= No 5
sowsn Texhar inthe daiakaso.
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and John McCardle 19781936,

Filalwiys remember staring out of the kitchen
window ab the blackencd wall of their house.

Funnily encugh, Dad was bn the Otaki Volunteer Pine
Brigade at the time, but as he drove out of vur garage
on the other side of the howse, he didn't realise the
fire hs weas about to attend was next door. Thankfully
ey orseweas infured, but the incdent wiss a sobering
reminder that rot everyone in lown liked the police,

But on b more cheerful matters, When Rebert and
Mark Brookes visited Otada recently, the three of us
went to see their olid home, The cold and grey July
afternoon was in stark comtrast bo the warm welcome
wio raceived from the howss's cuerent ownen, Jennifer
{Jenny§ Turnbnall of Jaithouse Pottery, The house telt
just the same a8 it had when wewene children. As
Mark later recalled; VIE was very surreal t0 be back
there and remember images friam that time, which is
reow moore than 40 yisrs ago.”

Dur visitinspired me to wank to-dig a 1tk more
tnto the houst's history. | wroke (0 New Zealand
Police requesting any infarmation they had on the
property, but after waiting a month [ was informed
they had been unable to fingd anything in their files.

1 recetved a sinilar reply from Kapiti Coast Chstrict
Councl ansd the New Zéaland Police Museum in
Peririia.

This article is thetefore an amalgam of information
1 have been abli to obtain from other sources,
inchuding the houses past and current residents;
comprehensive history of the Palmerston North Polioe
District, Bevond the Call of Duty (1988} by Ray Carter;
and thi glorious Papers Past website

I found conflicting information on when the thaee-
bedroom house (which initially doubled 4= Oraki's
potice statlon) was built. A caption on a phute of the
Juowise tn Volume % of the Ovakt Histortcal foumal
steggrests it was built in 1891, However, in his book
Ray Carter reports it was 1911 (Carter died in 2019),
That date is supported by infermation’ avallable on
Papérs Past. Wellington's atturnoon newspapet, The

Three constables whi have been in charge at Otaki. From Teit, Bruce Hutton 1986- 1988, Trevor Turnboll 1961-1971,

Plrote conrfesy of Feelding o Disrricts Comsnuemity Archibve

Evening Post, reported on December 24, 1909, that

the Government's Supplementary Estimates brought
down that afternoon included E700 for *Otalkd Folice
Satton™. And 11 months later, on November 5, 19140,
the same newspaper announced: “Tenders ane imvited
for the erectionh of the Otaki Palice Station™. | was
unable to find any infarmation on the opening of the
station or the-house.

Az Carter writes; there was a wooden cell block
behind the house that was reportedly built in 1912 [t
was-siil] at the property when Constable Brooe Hutton
rovied there in 1986, but ls-now at Pahiatua awaiting
restoratior. At some stage, a concrete ol block was
also added to the property:

The polioe office was 2 room on the right-front of
the house with a separate entrance from the oylside
The office was chosed about 1934 and the outéde wall
hlocked off, The police office then noved Intoihs
courthouse on the cormer

By the time Jenmy Turnbull and ber husband bough!
the howse in 2006, the old police offfcehad been
incorporated into what is pow aspacious lownge at
thee froit of the bogse. But it was still @ separate chom
when the Brookes" moved into the house in 1970 and
when the family after them, the McArdies, jived there
from 1978,

Writing from Mackay, Queenslard, where he now
lives, Arthur Brookes says he applied for the office 1
be ingorporated into the lounge, but it didn't happen

Arthur transferred 1o Otaki from Palmerston North
with his wife, Dawne, In mid-1970. At the tine,
Sergeant Jack Pollock, whe served in Otaki from 190
by 1971, was living in the 1ti Street house with his
family. The Brookes moved into it when the Otaki
proslice mntinmlﬂ'l was reduced from three to bwe
constables, Previously, 84 Matene Stoeet; which stocs
on the dther side of the courthouse, was also a polic
house, but it became a Sate house when the police
numbens wene reduced,

“The house was in good condition when we
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moved in although very old " save
Arthur “The only mvijor remavution
done during our time was the total
restumping [repiling] with concrete
stumps that were cemented into e
ground.”

Hesays the cells in the backyard
wiere seldom used, diné toa regaiation
that while there was a prisoner Inside,
the pofice siation had to be manned
because of the pessibility of an
earthipeake.

"Prisonars were normally taken to
Levin which was manned 24/ 7.

When there wére overnighl gucss
in the ceHa, it was the [ob of the
policeman’s wife o provde them
with meals. Robert Brookes, who is
now teaching English in Talinn, Estoria, remembers
bis mgsther dering this (Dawre Brookes died in
H121), Do Hooper (formerly MeArdie), who was
married to Constable [ohn McArdle and now fives in
Carterton, did the same thing,

“The first time | supplicd & meal the prisoner
received a lovely roast on a tray with a knife and
fork,* Donna says, “Well, that wasn't thi right thing to
do— 1 never thought of the consequences of a prisener
having stainless stevl utensils, They were immediately
confiscated from thie ray and plastic ones found,”

When' they were not oocupied, many other creative
wses wene found for the dells: Robert Brookes
remembers playing in them; Donna Hooper used
the wing beds o store pumpkins from thee garden
(*There was perfect air droulation to keep them i top
condition” }; and Brice Hutton used the concrote cell
bock tostome his cotlectton of vintage car parts.

Adl of the former residents 1 interviewed spoke
highly of the zood growing conditions in the i Street
garden.

“¥ou only hod to touch the soil and stuff grew,™
Bruce savs,

Arthur Brookes omembers growing a giant
sunflower - a replica of the Sunny Otaki emblem - at
b Eromnd-of the o,

From a child's perspective, the lange section also
provided many oppoertunities to-have fun, Aswell as
playing in the cells, Rabert Brookes remembens hisdng
his own section of garden to tend and harvest, Fis
brother, Mark, tondly remembers the birthday parties
his miam organised that were held ih the doiveway
and front vaed of e howse (as | do),

And Nicole MeArdle, now living in Masterton,
recalls playing with her brother, Sean, under a lasge
norfolk pine toee that used o e in the badkvard.

“The yaed wis huge, P bad o monster garden
and there was even room behind the celis for my
stepsister’s lorse o graze,” Nieole savs

She also remembers the cancrote cetls: “Thiey had
big thick stoel bar. They must Reve been freexing it

Birthday party In the backyard. with Dawne Brookes managing festivities
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yout erided up spending the night in them.”

The McAndles moved into 3 1t Street in 1978 when
the Brookeses moved to Australia, John (who died
early in 2021} replaced Arthur as the local constable.

Dunna. wha was born in Otaki, says it was a totally
nowe experience for the family going to a smatl police
station.

"Whien John was out on duty at night it conld be
a bit daunting answering the door to strangers and
tryirtg to sort out their problems.”

Thi family enjoyed living in the house, with the
children frequently running up-and down the long
hallvway. The ofd police officd nest to the lounge was
sed a4 a plavroom, but vnly in good weather due to
its external acoess.

I addition b providing meals for the eocasional
prisonier, Donna was alsooon catering duty on days
when the court next door was insession. Ajudee,
police prosecutor and other police staff would travel
from Levin to Otakl,

"They always camie o our house for moming tea,
and sometimes lunch, so Monday was alweays my big
baking day,” she says, “One of the sergeants used to
bring mi duck cggs bowse in my baking.”

In 1979 we waved goodbye to the McArdies when
oair family moved toour curment Borme-nt 244 Mill
Road, And when the MeArdles transferned to Levin in
1986, they were followed fnlo 3 18 Street by Constable
Bruce Hutton. When he first arrived In Otaki, a nesw
kltehen was biettg bullt in the house, so initially
be Tivedd ot the motor camp while the work was
complebed,

Tt was a sofid house in really good condition; yvou
counfda’ fanalt 67 b savs. "The three biedrocms all got
the morming sun.”

He often had guests staybng due to his involvement
with the Friendship Force and the International Police
Assaciation ("TE was very United Nations"), although
a5 b Tived a bachelor life, some work was needed to
fit ottt the spare bedrooms for his fist guests-a couple
from Todva,
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Micole McArdie’s birthday, late 19705, Marisa King far
right, Nicole in pink cardigan and brother Sean behind,
ielly Hoilis front in red and white top, Others unknowi.

Sean and
Micole
MeArdle with
their dog,
Arden, by

the norfolk
pine Lree.
Concrete cell
block in the
hackground.

“1 got some furniture from the Jocal second-hand
chop and it was deliverad the night before they
arrived. | bought sheets and blankets from The
Warehpuse and washed them so they wouldn't know
thaey wede brand fuss”

He used the old police office as a “mini=musewm”
fir kg collectable number plates.

Bruce left Otaki in 1989 with his new wife, Seana, (o
become a police community laison officer in Porinsa.
But hie has fond meémories of bis time in the town

“It was-a community with a good heart and had 4
kot of good people of all nationalities. There was only
a small element that was a problem.”

Hi has now retired 1o Woodville.

After | published a request for information about
the hiotsse on social meedia, Rob Bigwood intormed me
that he and his disd, Noel Bigwood, lived ab.3 1H Slreet
from about 1987 to 1990, Sergeant Rick Mathie is also
believed to have acoupled the house from about 1891
to an unspecified date. Mention was made by one
correspondent of an Otaki College First XV party and
school ball function being hetd at the house. 1t only
witlls could talk.

Some years Later, in 2006, the property was bought
by a developer. Its history from then on might hawve
lpoked quite different if fabe hadn't intervened. 1
health forced the developer to abandon the project.
and 1t's then the property was snapped up by Jennitie
Turnbull and her husband, who had moved to Otak)
from Ortago in 2003 with their voung family fdatghse:
Amy is now 23 and son Thamas 1)

Jerny, who was attracted by the size of the section
and her affection for old houses, says they spon
discovered they had a substantial amount of work oo
thelr hands - expecially outside

“Thare was a fence that locked off part of the secis
al the back,” she says. “The grass was as high as &
fence and people had dumped a lot of rubbish Ry
like washing tines and bikes, We cleaned outall th
rubbish and put a couple of orphan lambs in ghes
that we had been given. The lambs lived in the il
and ate all the grass down.”™

The old wooden jail was no longer on the propes
although the concrete oell lock was, But it was e
neglected

“It peatly stank. It was horrible,” lenny says
windows were smashed and there was grabint o0 @




The sextion of the lounge that used to be part of the old
police office.

wialls, We arranged for Folton Hopgan to pull 1 down.®

The interior of the house had been reasonably well
cred tor, although it was painted in "quite welrd”
colours such as bright vellow, olive and purpbe, Thisne
was even a purple firoplace.

The renovations that Jenmyand her second husband,
Frid Langford, ane doing to the house ate very much
foused on reflecting and preserving its orginal
charactir. Forexample, the gib board that was on the
wfls has bevn removed to-reveal the original tongime
ard groove woodwork; while its modern skirting
Bionrds and light fittings have boen replaced by those
more in keeping with the house's heritage. It all
explains why being inside the house felt exactly the
same to me as ik had 40 vears ago,

“You could seet the house had had many lives, There
were laypers of wailpaper and paint on the walls™
Jenmy sais,

The rimu window frames and doors are being
stripped back to their original wood, including
remaval of the hard shellac underpaing, It's
painstaking work, with the shellac often hidden under
many layers.of paint,

"The shellace is very dark s we are stripping this
back to the sanded wood base and then ofling or
varrishing to protect the natural wood,” Jenny savs
*There isno borer In the wood; it's amazing, If vou
bry to bang & nail info the wall you can get it josc so far
atnd then it bends, the wood |s that hard
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Mark Brookes with a Sunny Otakl mask. He s the
director of the American International Schoal of Lesotho

based in Masery, Lesotho. “Evervone keeps asking me
what/where (haki isf™

The house has also revealed other treasures, with
Jenny recently discovering a 1960 New Fealarid
threepencoe coin stuck in the fireplace.

Mot surprisingly, the renovation work ix proving to
be a slow and drawn-out process.

*Getting tradespeople whao are prepared to do the
work is really hard. Nothing in this house 1= square!
But it's very newarding.”

Outside the house, a small original putbuilding with
three rooms is used s a laundry, woodshed and wales.

“The middbe room was used for coal and next to
that was what used to be the wash house,”™ Jenny suvs.
“There was a high step where the copper would have
beenand a patch on the roof where the chimney was,”

Behind the house, the now attractive and spactous
garden is full of maturo trees that Jenny planted soan
after moving into the house, A lange pottery studio
and gallery nest to the garden was boilt in 2009, and
is also used for pottery classes: The building, which
was designed to complement the stvle of the house,
is high-cetlinged, spacious-and sumny, Just like the:
howse, it has & very homely feel,

“The house has got 2 nice snell with all the woed
and it’s always warm.” Jenny says “It gets all day sun
and although 1t's a big house, it keops the heat in.”

lenmy and Fred have made o potnt of fracking down
ald police howses In other towns. Jenny savs many
of the ones they have found have a similar design to
el oome,

“There are houses exactly like this one all over the
place, There's an absolute replica of it on Shannon's
main streot next 1o the police statfon. Whemever we go
anywhere we always try 10 frick down the old police
statiom and coorthopse.”
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