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Fayetteville Technical Community College signs strategic

regional partnership agreement with Robeson Community

College
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Singler and Sorrells at the agreement signing. Photo provided

by FTCC

Fayetteville Technical Community College has

signed a strategic regional partnership agreement

with Robeson Community College, which will

provide RCC students with the opportunity to train

in dental hygiene, dental assisting and funeral

service programs at FTCC. 

FTCC President Dr. Mark Sorrells and RCC

President Melissa Singler signed the agreement

Monday during a ceremony at RCC's campus in

Lumberton.

Both colleges shared reports detailing the logistics

of the partnership and providing statements

shared by their leaders at the signing. 

“This is an unprecedented signing today,” RCC President Melissa Singler stated. “We are partnering

with one of our sister institutions, Fayetteville Technical Community College. We are just really excited

for this opportunity. We know this is going to be a perfect fit for our college and provide many

opportunities for our students.”

The agreement acknowledges that FTCC will reserve six seats in each cohort of its Dental Assisting

program and four seats in each cohort of the Dental Hygiene program for Robeson Community College

students. Also as part of the agreement, RCC will work cooperatively to inform students of the FTCC

Funeral Services Education program and its admission requirements.

“This is an opportunity to create a win-win situation for both colleges,” Sorrells said. “These are high-

cost programs that are hard to replicate and hard to sustain in a rural area.”

Through the partnership, RCC students will be able to take general education courses in their home

community, then go to FTCC for their technical training. 

“We know it’s going to be a perfect fit for our college and provide many opportunities for our students,”

Singler said.

Sorrells said Monday that he and Singler are working to add more programs to the partnership

agreement, including truck driver training, heavy diesel mechanic and a college transfer program. 

This is the third regional partnership that FTCC has entered into this year. In March, FTCC and

Richmond Community College signed an agreement providing Richmond CC students with access to

FTCC’s respiratory therapy, funeral service, paralegal and speech language pathology programs while

giving FTCC students access to a Richmond CC program that provides training in substation and relay

technology at electric utilities. In July, FTCC signed an agreement with Bladen Community College that

will increase truck driver training opportunities in the region and allow BCC students to use FTCC’s

current and future truck driving instruction facilities. 

Like FTCC, Robeson Community College already has a truck driver training program with a waiting list.

Both programs are limited in the number of students they can currently accept because of limitations

on physical space – students at both must now learn and practice required maneuvering skills in

parking lots at the two schools. 

But FTCC plans a $13 million truck driver training facility on land it owns in western Cumberland

County near an interchange with I-295. The new facility will provide ample room for an expanded

program, including access for students from partner community colleges.

Sorrells said regional partnerships between community colleges benefit their students, their

communities and businesses as well as the colleges themselves.

“My philosophy is we are better working together than we are working separately,” he concluded. 
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The 6,000-square-foot station house will

provide cover and added security for

Campbell’s four mobile clinics. Construction is

expected to be wrapped in August of 2025.
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