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- The sun had yet to burn the " b5

;ehill out of the 8 o’clock spring

-air Saturday morning when at -

<least 15 Clinton and Lancaster
residents living around South

‘Meadow Pond gradually gath-

ered af the boat dock for this
‘year’s ‘Operation Clean Sweep.’
Ishivered as Wayne Paradis of
fered me a Nypro-donated trash
bag and some gloves. Veoteran
trash-picking residents had al-
ready started working their
way up the road, but there was
- no worry of bemgleﬂ‘ out; there
was plenty of trash to go

arpund, Last year after the

clean-up there were 80 bags ofit.

. The clean-up was part of the

Wachusett Chamber of Com-
merce-sponsored “Clinton Op-

eration Clean Sweep” and was
organized by South Meadow
Pond and Wildlife-Associ_atiori_ e

President Dianne Paradis.

" Although the group. doesn’t . -
manage to have a trash day’ .
every year, it is somethmg that

“the residents have been’ domg

"off and on for about 30 years, -
::Last year’s eﬁ‘ort was the. ﬁrst ‘

. trash pick-up in a while — the
"reason behind the huge mess.

Last year’s work made this
year's trash somewhat less in- -
timidating, although there was .-
still an interesting coliection of

mangled bicycles, box springs,.

hot water heaters and beer bot-
tles making theit home along -
the roadway and.in the sur-’
rounding meadows and wet—

- lands.-

" Between- the trash a.nd. e
- weedy plant Vartable ‘Milfoil;. -

- Southi Meadow, Coachlace’ and

" Mossy. Ponds wouldn’t have a’
--chance if they didn't have such

dedlcated caretakers

* Just” weeks' ago, the South[
*Meadow Pond and Wildlife 4s-
“.sociation learmed that ‘the.
matching funds grant it applied

for in- Janhuary hHad béen ap-
proved by the Commonwealith
of Massachusetts Department

of . Environmental Manage- i

.ment “State Rep. Hareld P.
Naughton Jr.,; D- Clinton; réec-’
ognized the pond’s keepers i
an.announcement, saying that

the local residents deserved a.
tremendous  degree of thanks .
‘and. apprematmn for their ef:
forts in spearhéading the | pres- _

ervation projects.,
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Jean Sifleet, a South Meadow Pond resldent cleans up trash Saturday during “Operation Clean Sweep” In the
ponds area on the Clinton-Lancaster town line.

As I reached for an aban-
doned Vodka bottlé, my inap-
propriate street shoes sinking
Into the rain-soaked mud, I re-
‘alized that mostof'the trash was
probably carried to the shore-
line and into the ponds by rain-
water run-off. Styrofoam cups
were not the rainwater’s only
cargo— it most certainly would
be saturated with nutrient-rich
fertilizers and other dissclved
waste products that would feed
the pond’s Milfoil and water Iil-
jes. The lilies were already
peaking up through the water's
surface in the basins surround-
ing South Meadow Pond Island.

The lilies, pretty as they may
be, use a lot of oxygen that the
fish lving in the ponds need
and also make boating and
swimming a murky prospect.
Why, however, should the De-
partment .of Envirenmental
Management award 36 similar
grants for water testing and
treatment just this year and up
to 200 grants since its inception
geven years ago for something
that could be cohstrued as a
recreational problem?

Consider that oceans, rivers,
streams, lakes and ponds have
sustained human life and com-
‘merce for cenfuries, a fact that

is no less true today. In fact, the
world's second largest lake —
Lake Victoria in East Africa —
is facing the exact same prob-
lems as Coachlace, South
Meadow and Mossy ponds.

On April 15, the New England
Aguarium opened Nyanja!
(meaning “lake” in the Ugan-
dan dialect Bantu) Africa’s In-
land Sea— an exhibit depicting
the watershed of the Nile river

and the problems that humar
activity has. created for the
ecosystem there. P

Dr. Jerry R. Schubel presi
dent of the New Englanc
Aquarium, surmises:the im
portance of such.an axhibit
“Much of what weé learr fron
Lake Victorid can be-applied &
threatened freshvvater habltat
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. in New England and
around the world.”

Lake Victoria has a non- native
“plant problem similar to problems
locally. The Water Hyacinth, like-
the non- native Milfoil in the Clin-
ton Ponds, is prematurely aging'
Lake Victoria. The plant was:
‘brought to Africa by colonists and.
was accidentally introduced into
the wild. The building of roadsand
clearing of wetlands in exchange
for farmlands contributed to the
nutrient- rich water run-off that
was channeling sediments and
polintants into the lake, which
overfed the Hyacinth. The mon-
strous plant was on display beside
the native crocodiles, frogs, birds
.and fish and several photographs
showed entire inlets completely
choked by the Hyacinth, with.
could double its size in two weeks
in the right conditions.

While the Clinton Ponds will,
because of the grant, have the
Variable Milfoil contained by spot.
treatment with herbicide, the Af-
rican lake has successfully con-
tained the hyacinth through the

- use of a “biological control.” Wee-

vils that eat the Hyacinth plant:
were introduced by the thousands
and have munched the Hyacinth
down to amanageable size. The ex-
hibit will run through the sumn-
mer.

Although the Clinton/Lancas-
ter ponds do not feed and finan- -
cially support the community as
does Lake Victoria, it is no less
important to the identity .of this -
town. '

Naughton said it right. “The
various ponds of Clinton, which
will be positively impacted by this
project, make up much of the his-
tory and fabric.of this communi-
tY."



