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Strictlymore
thanfriends?
Wethinkso!

The Strictly starstalk connectionsand
dancing theirwayto the Glitterball

fter swapping
Coronation
Streetforthe
Strictlydance
floor, Ellie Leach has
been ringfans —and
withher
impressive moves. Andit
would appearthe popular
22yearoldhasalsowon
over her dancepartner
Vito Coppola, 31, with
their clear chemistry
continuingtospark
relationship rumours.
Thosewere fuelled
furtherlastweek when
Vitoreferred to Ellie as
“mybaby”inasweet

' On Cri,alongide

Instagrampost.

With the couple already
afavourite totakehome
the Glitterball thisyear,
heatsatdowntotalkall
things dancing, meeting
theparentsand what they
love about each other...

There’salotof

“finalist” chat—how
doyoufeel aboutit?
Ellie: Whenyou think too
much into the future, you
forgetwhat’shappening
rightnow. This experience
hasgoneso fastalready.
Vito: We work day

by day, week by week.
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Ellie - didyoualways
want Vitoasapartner?
Allofthedancersare
amazingandyourein
good hands with whoever
yougetbut, when I found

nightswhere Ellie just
clicks. She switches
onand everything
becomes magical.
Ellie,didyouhave any
ideayou could dance?

E: Before Istarted Strictly,
IthoughtThadalittlebit
of rhythm —but compared
tofamilyparties where

‘Mysignaturemove
was the worm!

out Vitowas mypartner,
Twassohappy.I'dbeen
thinkingaboutitfor
weeks, wonderingwho
they’d pairmewithand
whatthey'dbaseiton.
Vitoisagreatteacher,
too. Hereallypushesme
tobethebestIcanbe.
Vito-whatmakes Ellie
suchagreatpartner?
Thegreatthingis, Ellie
doesn’tknow she’s good.
Sometimesit’sbetterto
work withsomeone who
hasneverdancedbefore
becauseyoucanbuild
everysingle movement
fromzero. Ifyou get
someone who already has
astructure,youhaveto
break through theirown
coordination. There’s this
momenton Saturday

yourewithyourgrandma,
thisiscompletely
different.Ididn’tknow
how [ wasgoingtoreact
todancing.
V:Shesaidhersignature
move was the worm. I'm
like, I don’tknowhowto
use the worm movement
inany choreography!
What’syour favourite
outeach other?
tudent, Ellie
sno.lalsolove
hersense of humour.
E:Yourhumourisalittle
fferent tomine, but
we'reslowly startingto
understand each other.
ThethingthatIlove about
youis whenyou getwords
wrong. Youknowyou've
gotitwrong, butyou
pretend thatyouhaven’t

~it’sso funny.
AndIlovethat
youwanttobe
ateacherwho

bringsfun

intothe

trainingroom.
Obviously, we
putourallinto
theroutine,but

we do have fun.
It’'smainlyjust

me laughing at
you,isn’tit?

Tlaughat Vitoall
thetime, even
whenhe’strying
tobeserious.

Anyfunny habits
you'vediscovered?
V:Ellieisagood napper.
It’saproperhabit.
Everytimel giveabreak,
she’ll neversayno.
E:Tthinkhe expectsmeto
carryon. Insteadit’slike,
“Yeah, ifyoudon’tmind!”
Ellie,have your

family met Vito?
V:Tlove Ellie’s family.

E: You'vebeenround for
teaquite afewtimesafter
training. We spend so
much timerehearsing
together, soit’snice that
they cangettoknow
himmore. He’spart

of the family.

V: And Ellie’smum makes
thebest...groove. Gro
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E:Gravy.

V:Ah,gra
God,it’'ssoamazing.
E:Itwasabeefstew

. Usually,
we’ll have some leftovers
forthe nextday,buthe
atethelot. Youcould
havejustputthepot
rightbackintothe
cupboard!
Haveyoumade
friends for life?

E: Definitely! Strictly
isaroller coaster ofups,
downs, and everything
inbetween. It'samazing

withgra

thatwe are suchago
group because youneed
people there who know
exactlywhat feelings
youmighthaveona
Saturday nightbefore
yougolive.H




