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- ISBACK! -

E HAVEN'T
TOPPED
ELEBRATING

ig Brother’s

hiatushas finally

cometoanend,

withthe TV
phenomenonreturning
toourscreens this week.
While thereality showis
still our favourite, there
areafewnew twiststo
expect-includinganew
house, newhousemates,
and twonewhosts. Wesat
downwithAJ Odudu, 35,
and Will Best, 38, tosee
howitfeelstobetaking
onone ofthe mosticonic
gigsin TV history...
Where were youwhen
you found outabout
presenting the show?
Will: Iwas crammed
intoacaronanotherjob.
Iwassoseriousinmy
reaction thateveryone
thoughtI'dhada
bereavement! It’sbignews
toreceive, especially
whenyou're withaload of
peoplewhoyou can’ttell.
AJ:IthinkIwasinmy
dressinggownand
slippers, withhalfan
eyelash glued down.
Ididn’ttellanyone until
we gotour contracts.

20 heat7-130cTOBER 2(

Itjustfeltsounbelievable
that I'waslike, “I'mnot
goingto celebrate this
untilmynameisonthere.”
W: Andyoudon’talways
gettoworkwithareally
good mate. Todo this
alongside AJ,whoisthe
funniest, loveliest person
intheworld... It’s going to
befun.

AJ: We'vehad celebratory

drinks,dinner, everything.

What’sdifferenton the
show this time around?
W: Oneoftheenduring
thingshasalwaysbeen
thattheshowreflectsthe

reality of the country
welivein. NadiaAlmada,
atrans woman, goingon
arealityshowall those
yearsago and winning
was ahuge thing. Only
Big Brother could have
pushed anissuelike that
tothe forefront. The new
housemates are goingto
reflectthesensibilities of
peopleinthe UKin 2023.
AJ: Theworldhas
changed- TV 20years
agoisnotthesameas
TVnow. Butit’sasocial
experiment,so that’s
thethingthat’s goingto
remain trueto Big Brother.
Doesitfeel daunting
steppinginto the shoes
of previoushosts

presenting atthe
NTAs last month

DavinaMcCall

and Emma Willis?
AJ:Icertainlydon’t

feel like 'm steppinginto
anyone’sshoes.Thope
everyoneisreadytosee
someone who’s never
lookedlike me, never
soundedlike me, and never
been like me hostingsuch
aniconicshow. I've got
butterflies,butI can’twait.
Has anyone offered
youadvice?
AJ:Davinasentan
amazing message of
support,aswellas Alison
Hammond, Adele Roberts
and Dermot O’Leary.
W:Ialsogotalovely
message from Jedward,
legends ofthe Big Brother
house. Theysenta
congratulatory message
where they sanga full
duetand offered me huge
Jepicenergy. 'mlooking
forward to listening to
thatjustbefore I goon.
Canyoutellusanything
aboutthe newhouse?
AJ:T'venotevenseen
pictures ofadiningroom
chair -it’sall topsecret.
The onethingthatwe do
knowishowaccessibleit’ll
be. It’sgoingtobeahouse
thatwill be for everyone.
Butintermsofhowit

looks and feels, we’ve not got
thekeysto the castleyet.
Wouldyou have ever
applied for the show?
W:It'sthesortoftellyIlove
towatch,butIthink I'dbe
toonervoustogointhere.
I'dbetooeagertoplease.I'd
embarrass myselfbytrying
tomakesure everyone
likedme, and people
wouldseestraight
throughit.I'dbe
accused of
beingfake
and get
booted
off.

1\-] .
[laughs]
That’sso
brilliant,
becauseit’ssotrue.
IfIwasanl8yearold
backin Blackburn, doing
what[usedtodoasacleaner
and awaitress, [ would
tryand getin there for the
cashprizealone.IthinkI'd
initially goinwithagame
plan, but 'dbecome unstuck.
I can’tbe Nasty Nick. Luckily,
we gettojustenjoyall the
mayhem with everyone TURNTO
else. It’'sgoingtobe magic. P42 FOR
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Will: ‘Tt Twas m the
house, I'dbe accused
of beingfakeand

getbooted oft”

Big Brother: The Launch airs
Sunday 8 October at 9pmon
ITVLITVZ2andITVX
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