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WHITNEY LEAVITT

he Secrel Lives
OfMormon
Wiveshas
becomean
instanthit. And given
itemerged from the
online controversy
surroundinga group
ofswinging Mormons,
it’slittle surprise we're
so obsessed with the
show. Season two has
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" broughteven more

dramato Utah - with
friendship fallouts,
relationship breakdowns,
andalleged affairs.

heat spoke to
Jessi Ngatikauraand
Whitney Leavitt,both
32,about whatit'slike
arringon one of the

. world’sbiggestshows...

1 Howdoesit
feel watching

tsucks! [Laughs.|
No,it'sscary. Youlive
itand filmso much, but
only10 episodesare
made. Things getcutand
puttogether differently
thanyouexpect.

. Whitney: It’sreopening

wounds, and then
also hearingwhat
otherpeople have to say
aboutthem... Then that
opens new wounds!
J:Theinternet’slike

acharacteronthe
show,becauseitsets
rative. A good
example of thatis
ZacandJen [AfHeck].
Obviously, Zacshowed a
side of himselfinseason

ana

T “Tell me every thing, but
Idon’twanttobeapart
ofit.’ thinkhavingmy
baby during that time
was definitely a blessing.
Jessi, Vanderpump
Villa’s Marciano
Brunettealleged you
two had anaftairatthe
endofseason two. How
have thingsbeen?
J:Lwas freakingout
foralittle bit,because

one,but the show flashed . Iknewitwascoming.

toatext message.
TikTok read it,and
itbecamea narrative.
Theinternet takesour
stories to the nextlevel
andyoualwayshave

to prepare for that.
Whitney, youwere
atthecentreofthe
drﬂlllﬂ inseasonone,
Wasitnicetobeonthe
sidelines thistime?
W:ltsvery relaxing
over there, letme tell
you.|Laughs.| 'mlike,

! ThenTwaslike,'Oh,1
can’t talkaboutituntil
the nextseason.” It was
scary, but feel like I've
gotalotofsupport
online. There’s way more
to the story, and that will
unfold. It'sgoingtobea
rough few months,but
we'll getthrough it.
Whatweresomeof
the mostshocking
scenesto watch?

:Ohgosh. Forme, it

"aylor’sbarbecue

Jessiwith her
er

|where her family
pushed her to get

back with Dakota
Mortensen]|.

W:We'd heard about
it,butwatchingitwasso
different. Itlooked hard.
J: Yeah, that was
ahardwatch.

You’re allabout
breaking taboos on the
show. Do you getalotof
people reachingout?

J: Yes, specifically
alotofMormonsor
ex-Mormons, who grew
up in the churchand
have some trauma from
feeling that they didn’t
have avoice orcouldn’t
ask questions. I've had
alotofmessages saying,
“You've made me feel
more confidentinmy
skin, or,"Now I'm more
comfortable asking this.”
" T'he bigthingis
havingnoshame. We

share somuchofthe
nitty-gritty ofourlives
andwe'resovulnerable,
so L hope otherpeople
don’t feel shame for
mistakes they've made
orinterests they have.
What’syour
personal change
fromseasonone?
W:Ithink season one

Whitney thought
everybody would
think the way she
thinks. l wasso
confused! I waslike,
‘Idon’tget why thisis
suchabigdeal toyou.’
Season two Whitney
really wanted to listen
toeveryoneelseand

Now,
I'mlike, Letme
putmyselfin
yourshoes.'
J:ldissolved all my
fillersand hadawhole
new face! [ Laughs.]
Duringseasonone,
indofjustgetting
to know everyone and
building connections.
Season two, I think |
integrated into the story
alittle bitmore. I would
say Taylorand Jenare
the ones whoreally
showed thei

perspectiv

Iwas

lives this s
as time goeson,you're
goingto getto know
usmore. Eachseason,
1justgetmore
vulnerable and

open. Allofusdo.l

TheSecret Lives Of

Mormon Wivesis
streaming on Disney
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