o

o eleasingher
single Country’s
Cool Again
carlierthis

year, Grammy-winning
artist Lainey Wilsonsang,
“Doggone, dagumit, didn’t
seethat coming/country’s
cool again”—and she’snot
wrong. Whilewe once
onlywhispered about
ourpenchantforbanjos
and heartbreaklyrics,
everyone’snow proud to
scream, “Yee-haw,I'ma
countryfan” - especially
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&2 with fave celebs hitching
§§ up tothebandwagon.
L3
6< LEGENDS
%E BEGET LEGENDS
2 % Beyoncédippedhertoes
late) . .
g5 into thegenrewithher
B

30 heat20-26uuLY 2024

Billy Ray Cyrus
andLilNas X
loveastetson

BEC

'From Nashville to Blighty, we're all going crzy foritygs

I'mcrazy
inlove witl
country!

mega-successful Cowboy
Carterlastyearandshe
seemsto havekick-started
astampede, with thelikes
of Lily Allen, Post Malone
and One Direction’s Zayn
Malikallspotted working
in Nashville.
Meanwhile,
indiedarling
LanaDel Rey
has confirmed
herown
countryalbum
Lassoisenroute.
Wealsowitnessed
Shania Twaintakeon
the Legendssetatthis
year’s Glastonbury
festival,before headlining
her own Hyde Park show.
Alsomakingapopular
appearance atthe BST

ofevervyda

Festival was Tennessee-
born Morgan Wallen—
with the Last Night singer
announcingtoaseaof
cowboy hats, “Theytold
me there’sabout 50,000
peopleinhere tonightand
I'mthefirst country music

artisttoplaythe Hyde
Parkstage. Like, this
isabadassthing.”
Ofcourse,country
hasn’tjustgallopedinon
horseback. The genre has
been quietlysimmeringin
thebackground foraslong
asthere’sbeenlaments
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aboutpick-up trucksand
whiskyshots. In2019,
Justin Bieber teamed
upwith countrystars
Danand Shay for the song
10,000 Hours,while Lil
Nas Xmadeittonumber
onethatsameyearafter
joining

Tt'shonestand ful s
storles

Cyruson
OldTown
Road.But
noteveryrhinestone
proves tobe adiamond,
with the likes of Justin
Timberlake and Atomic
Kitten’s LizMcClarnon
givingthe genrcatry.
Coolorcringe? We'll
leaveitup toyou.
However, it’shard to

denythatthepast12
months have seen country
music take over the world.

CUCKOO
FORCOUNTRY
Baylen Leonard, a
presenter on Absolute
Country, the UK’snumber
one country musicradio
station, confirms, “It’s
beenacowgirl /cowboy
summer forsure,” telling
us, “Country musicis the
fastest-growinggenre
inthe UK rightnow.
“TikTokis awashwith
dancesto Dashaand
Beyoncé, thesongsare
boomingfromradiosin
cabsand DJsin clubs,and
Absolute Radio Country
hasmore thandoubledin

thepastthreeyears.
Countryisbackinthe
mainstreamand everyone
wantstobeapartofit.”
Alsonotingtheshift
is Derry-born Abbie Mac,
who performed at Morgan
Wallen’s Hyde Park
concerton the Volvic-
sponsored Birdcage
stage, supporting
emergingartists.
“IgrewupinIreland,
so I'vealwaysbeenaround
Irish countrymusic.
When I firststarted out,
itwas obvious there was
amassive divide between
traditionaland more
American country. Now,
it'smoreblended - people
don’tseemassnooty about
itanymore,” shetellsus.

“I can’tbelieve how
muchit’sbeenaccepted
intothe mainstreamin
recentyears. [t’smusic
thatpeoplefallinlove
with. It'shonestandraw,
andfullofeverydaystories.”

Anditmightjustbe
thesestoriesthat’ssent

the UK cuckoo for country.

While manyhad written
the genreoffasbeing
filled withbeer-crushing,
truck-drivingbros,

the countryworldin
2024 looksvery different
to20yearsago.

Cowboy Carterraisedan
importantconversation
aboutblack country
artists,and the queer
countrysceneisatan
all-time high, with Orville
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Lainey Wilsonknows
thegenreis cool

Genre-bendng
Post Malon

Pecklamentingover
hunky Nevada Bikers,
while the musicvideo
for Tyler Childers’ In
Your Love caused abuzz
online forshowinga
same-sex lovestory.
There’s truly something
foreveryone - from
rock-inspired electric
guitartolilting folk
snippets. While many
ofourfriendsacross
the pond grewup with
countryingrainedin
their DNA, Western-
inspired musicis finally
appealingto people who

have never listened before.
So, grabyour cowboy hat

and pull onyourboots -
because country music
isheretostay. ®
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