The UK showismaking

big waves across the pond

skan American
whatcomes
tomindwhen
they think of
Britain,and they’llmost
likely say three things:
Buckingham Palace,
Harry Potter,and, er,
Naked Attraction.
That’sright, Channel 4’s
flesh-flashingdatingshow
—whichfirstairedin 2016
—haslandedin America,
withsixseasonsfinding
ahomeonstreaming
service Maxand causing
somethingofastir. After
debutingacross the pond,
discussions on full-frontal

nudity have dominated
USmorning TV, withone
familyvalues advocacy
group dubbingit “the
epitome of pornographic
and explicitcontent”
and demanding for
ittoberemoved.
Despitethehoo-ha,
theseries topped Max’s
most-viewed list, proving
thatalthoughitmaybe
provocative, Americans
aren’tlookingaway from
these Brits’bits. And it
seems Naked Attraction
isthekind of showonly
the UK could have created,
withone USviewer
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evendubbingit“England’s
unsungnational treasure”.

STRIPPEDDOWNTYV
If, for somereason, you're
notobsessed with the
show, here’s the premise:
onesingletonis presented
withsixnakedbodies
whomatch theirsexual
preferences. Atfirst,only

thebottomhalfofthe
bodiesarevisible. From
there, the contestants
whittledownwhich
bodies aretheir cup oftea,
revealingmore and more
ofthemuntil their faces
are finallyvisible. Once
down to the final pair, the
contestantstrips off, too,
before pickingwho they

wanttogoona (fully
clothed) date with.
Contestantsare guided
byhostAnna Richardson,
who, like asex-positive
fairy godmother, talks
viewers through thekinks
and quirks of ourbodies.
It'sthe crash courseinsex
education thatso many
ofusdidn’thave,as Anna,
53, prompts discussions
onasymmetriclabias
and low-hangingballs.
It’'seasytobrand the
showdegrading, watched
onlybythose wanting
toogle nakedbodies
ontheirTVscreens.In
reality, the seriesisloved
bymany, growingsteadily
inpopularitywitheach

run. It’'sagame of
objectification, yes, but
it’sentirely consensual.
Thefirstfew minutes
arenodoubtshockingas
viewers eyeball multiple
genitalsin HD. Forupright
Americans (and prudish
Brits),it’senough to make

about. Afterall, we've
all gotthe sameDbits.

NORMALPEOPLE
Ondatingshowslike Love
Island and ABC’s The
Bachelor,body diversity
isn’tcommon. On Naked
Attraction,it’sadifferent

‘Contestantsarent
six-packed hotties’

anyone choke on their
TVdinner. However, the
bodies soonbecome what
theyare - entirelynatural.
Aseachminuteticksby,
viewersare leftwondering
exactlywhatthe fussis

ballgame - punintended.
Contestantsaren’t
six-packed hottieslooking
forblonde bombshells.
Theshowisincredibly
positive,withapod
available for everysingle

bodthe UK hasto offer —
nottomentionstoma
bags, missinglimbs, scars,
and tattoos - belonging
topeopleofeveryage,
race, gender and sexuality.

Naked Attractionis
perhapsone of the only
timesinlife where you’ll
befaced withsomany
genitalsinacompletely
sexlessenvironment. It’s
alsooneoftheraretimes
inlifewhereyou’llseeso
many peopleinonespace,
totallynudeyetentirely
comfortable.

Naked Attractionis
simplynormal British
people choosingnotto
hate themselves. Itjustso
happenstheyre nude.ll
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[TTOTHEUS

SEXBOX

The 2013 C4 show Sex
Box saw real-life couples
getjiggyinasoundproof
box, inspiring Brits
toopenupabout their
bedroom antics. The
show hitthe USin 2015,
but poorratings saw
itcancelled afterjust
nine episodes.

CELEBRITY
clolcicld:Te) 4

The USA’sanswer to
Celeb Gogglebox, titled
Celebrity Watch Party,
airedbackin 2020.

The show featured stars
suchas TyraBanksand
the Osbournes, but
asecond series has
never materialised.

THE MASKED
SINGER

The UKand USA brought
out The Masked Singer
inquick succession.
However, the UK
costumes were more
representative of
Blighty, including
Richie Sambora’s
Baked Potato.

TASKMASTER

The epitome of offbeat
comedy, the US version
of Taskmaster hit the
Comedy Central channel
backin2018. Following
thesamelayoutasthe
Britishshow, agroup

of plucky comedians
were set outlandish

and bizarre challenges.

WIFE SWAP

Channel 4’s Wife Swap
provedsuchahitin

the UK followingits
2003 premiere that
aUSA-based version
aired the following year.
The show followed two
familiesasthey swapped
wives fortwo weeks
and,inthe US, lasted an
impressive 12 seasons.
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