THE SIBLINGS ON WORKING WITH
FAMILY (AND FRIENDS)

STEPHEN & ANITA

MANGAN

oumayknow
brotherand
sisterduo
Stephenand
AnitaMangan from
crackingus up on Celebrity
Gogglebox. Butnow,
they’ve gotanotherjoint
project—writingand
illustrating children’s
books, the third of which
ispublished thisweek.
Stephen, 56, whowrote
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thestory,and Anita, 55,
who did theillustrations,
satdownwith heatto
discuss workingtogether
andbeingstarstruckby
acertain Friendsstar...

Howisitworking
withyoursibling?

S: Wesortofwork
together,butwe also
don’t,because we dosuch
separatejobs. I write the

words,and then I hand
themoverto Anita for
herbrilliantillustrations.
I thinkifwewere tryingto
writethestoryordothe
drawings together, then
there’dbe fireworks.
A:Nudgingeachother
outtheway.

S: There’'dbe muchmore

Canyouseethe
resemblance?

98 justwritewhat
m_akes melaugh’

friction. Butwe don’t
have thatproblem. We're
collaborating, but we have
ourownseparate spaces.
Itmakes for averyhappy
and harmonious working
relationship.
A:We'vehad thesame
sense of humoursince
childhood,sowe get
eachother.
Whatwereyou

likeas children?
A:Stephen’stheoldest,
sollookeduptohim. We
were veryinventive - you
hadtobe. Therewasn’t
evendaytimeTV,the TV
kind of started at Gpm.

S: Youhadtowindup the
telly, puttwo farthingsin
thetopand then crankit.
A:Getthewater fromthe
welldowntheroadinour
barefeet... Wewoulddoa
lotofmakingup playsand

danceroutines,
and perform them
tothebabysitters.
Inyournewbook,
thealienskidnap the
heroine Saskiabecause
she’sanamazing farter.
Whatability would
alienswantyou for?
A:Well, there’sthe
obvious answer of
drawing,butI canalso
makeagoodlasagne.
S:Ithinkmyincredible

skillsofloadingacarboot
withsuitcases. Unbeatable
ability to maximise the
space available. Ifthat’s
notthesexiestanswer,
Idon’tknowwhatis.
Inyourbook, there’s
analiencalled Doll E
Pardon -which celeb
wouldyouwanton
yourspaceship?

S: Probably Cher,
becausewe could...

A: Turn Back Time?

S: Yes,butwe'dalso
sharehairare products.
A:Tdpicksomeonelike
Elvis Presley. He could
justsing, ‘Uh-huh-huh’ all
the wayup there. Actually,
itmightgetabitannoying...
Doyoulike toinclude
in-jokesforparents -
like calling acharacter
Doll E Pardon?
S:Itpartly came from
thinking, 'What'’s
thestrangest
typeof character
thesekids could
meetinspace?
Averyshort,
bee-hivedalien called
Doll E Pardon who sings
countrysongs’. It’s funny
evenifyoudon’tknowwho
DollyPartonis.Ireadto
my nineyearoldevery
night,andyou can always
tellwhenawriteris
throwingalittleboneto
theolderreader. I knowI
look veryyoung formy age,
butlamnotan eight-year-
oldboy, I have towrite
whatmakes me laugh.

Howyoudoin’?
StephenwithMatt ~#
LeBlancin Episodes

7

ThenIreadittomykids
and go, ‘Doesthatmake
youlaugh?’ Frank, my

14 yearold,hasbeenmy
plotconsultantforseveral
yearsnow. 'llexplainthe
corner I've worked myself
intoand throwsomeideas
out,and he’llhave his
input. I definitelyuse
themasunpaidhelp. They
haven’tunionisedyet!
Anita,doyouhave
afavourite show

of Stephen’s?

A:Green Wing,100%,
becauseitwasjustso
innovative and funny.
And The Split, 1 just
gotsoengrossed.
Anyone whoyou
thought, ‘Oh,myGod, 1
can’tbelieve mybrother
isworkingwith them?’
A: Obviously, Matt
LeBlanc [who Stephen
starredwithin Episodes].
1did offer to come round
whenever Mattwas
intowntobabysitthe

kids and hangout, but
Twasn’tallowed.
S:1kepttryingto

get Matttocomesee
Tottenham Hotspur
play,buthe wouldn’thave
it. He called them Chutney
Hooplas. He couldn’tget
hishead round the name
Tottenham Hotspur,so
theywere Chutney
Hooplas.l

The Fart That Saved The
Universe (Scholastic,
£7.99)isout 8 May
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